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Archival Exercise
For this exercise I am focusing on the medieval Welsh royal, Llewelyn ap Gruffudd. My methodology when researching archival sources for ap Gruffudd has been primarily through the use of electronic catalogues, as travel to traditional archives was not possible during my research. I attempted to use the British Library to conduct searches alongside this but unfortunately this was not possible. Therefore, the majority of the information around ap Gruffudd has been located using the National Archives website, as well as the National Library of Wales website. 
Archival Sources
All of the sources listed in this work are in storage in Kew, London; they are held in the Ancient Correspondence section of their records. These manuscripts have all been digitised and are accessible to view and download online. Not all documents at the National Archives are accessible online however each of these has been chosen for its accessibility during my research. Each of these documents is a written record of a petition to the King.
 London
The National Archives 
SC 8/120/6000 (Ancient Correspondence)
Originally written in either 1276/77 this is a petition to the King of England (Edward I) to restore lands to him and his men and is significant as it is a petition directly from ap Gruffudd to the King. In terms of importance we are able to understand some of ap Gruffudd’s priorities and political demands following fighting for Wales during the reign of Edward I.  
London
	The National Archives 
SC 8/196/9770 (Ancient Correspondence)
This petition by ap Gruffudd is dated later than 1276 and once again making a plea to the King to allow his lands to be restored to him, which did not happen. There are several such petitions in the National Archives which are from or about ap Gruffudd to the King relating to his treatment of him and requesting different or more preferential treatment. This is a useful piece as it refers to prior dealings between ap Gruffudd and parliament, meaning we can infer further information around both ap Gruffudd’s demands but also what he had been provided by King Edward. This particular manuscript is interesting as it holds a request for acknowledgement of ap Gruffud as Welsh to be upheld, thus entitling him to differentiated treatment in line with Welsh laws. 
London 
	The National Archives 
SC 8/262/13080 (Ancient Correspondence) 
This document is not directly from or a petition by ap Gruffudd but instead his mother, Emma ap Madoc. It is significant in that it confirms that ap Gruffudd passed away before her (this aids in dating the manuscript); and that ap Madoc is seeking the return of the lands left to her by her late husband. This is significant as it relates to continued attempts for control of Wales by Welsh royalty following ap Gruffudd’s death, though these were not successful it is helpful to follow the impact that ap Gruffudd’s death had on Wales and England. 
London
The National Archives 
SC 8/192/9564 (Ancient Correspondence) 
This is a fragmented manuscript, but useful as what remains legible relates to sale of goods, as well as flattery. This is very important as it is dated a few years before ap Gruffudd’s death and aids in giving us an insight into his attempts to regain control of Wales in his final years, as well as wider information around commerce at the time which is useful both in the context of understanding more around ap Gruffudd but more widely in a historical context as well. 
London
The National Archives 
SC/192/9565 (Ancient Correspondence) 
This is a short manuscript and one which refers once again to Oswestry and therefore the importance this must have had to ap Gruffudd. It helps to build a wider picture than just looking simply at what happened as we can explore why ap Gruffudd wanted these lands back and why he felt that approaching the King in this manner would provide a favourable outcome for him. 
London 
The National Archives 
SC 8/73/3603 (Ancient Correspondence) 
While not by or to ap Gruffudd directly this document is still important as it holds information relating to the wider impact ap Gruffudd had on Wales in the turmoil for Welsh independence in the 1200s. The fact that this requests the return of lands seized by ap Gruffudd indicates that ap Gruffudd at one time took the lands from Strata Marcella. When dealing with old manuscripts it is important to consider from a wider angle than just what is directly contained within the document and consider a wider context of why this was important, who is involved etc, and even why this document has been stored and deemed to be important in the years since its creation.
CONCLUSION
There are clearly records relating to Llewelyn ap Gruffudd that are of national importance, as demonstrated by the fact that all these records listed in this exercise are held in Richmond at the National Archives.  While the documents relating to ap Gruffudd that are currently digitised are petitions to the King, these still hold significant value when studied from a historiographical perspective, for example the manuscript concerning Strata Marcella and ap Gruffudd seizing lands belonging to the abbey which were requested to be returned after his death. This is even more apparent when you consider that these are some of the only documents remaining that give us an insight into ap Gruffudd’s life. Further study of ap Gruffudd would be best conducted physically in the National Archives to ensure that documents that are not scanned and available digitally are studied to form a fuller picture of his life and actions; on this occasion this was not an option. In future I would shortlist manuscripts for study based on an introductory search of the archives online and physically assess these documents in person, potentially transcribing them for future reference. I would also in future search the British Library archives, as there is potentially more information available there on ap Gruffudd; unfortunately, due to the recent ransomware attack this has not been accessible at the time of submission.

	
