	
	
	



AI statement 
I confirm that I have not used any AI tools in the research and creation of this assignment. I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as my own work. I confirm I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used, which I may be asked to provide in evidence.

























Section A
demonstrating the analytic skills and legal knowledge based in the family law and practice is important and the best way of presenting is by using the visibility of a portfolio which is a professional workpiece to demonstrate (Student Bytes, 2025).
 Family law is a legal foundation for individuals who are having family issues like a breakdown in the family where the law is there to provide mechanisms to help resolve those problems and if children are involved then the welfare of the children are protected by the law, marriages and divorces where the law is there to protect it some cases that are relevant to divorce is the Owens v Owens [2018], pre-nuptial and post-nuptial agreements like in the case Radmacher v Granatino [2010] and they protect victims of abuse (Walker Family Law, 2023). 
 Funding is one of the biggest challenges in family law. 
Shepherd and Holburn (un-dated) has stated that the clients first choice of funding is usually borrowing the fund from friends and family but as there are some clients who are unable to do so, they will find it challenging. 
Before April the 1st 2013, clients were able to apply for a system known as Legal Aid which would contribute towards or pay for the legal fees. Since that date onwards, family law was then cut from the eligibility to receive those fundings unless there is a case of domestic abuse which is a different application to what a family law application would originally go through (Shuja, 2023). 
Some examples of funding options for family law clients from (Ashfords, undated):
· Privately paying – this is because most clients pay their own legal fees.
· Loans from family and friends – as some clients are unable to afford the fees personally, but they may have people that they could borrow funding off. 
· Litigation loans – the disadvantage to this form of funding is that it has the highest interest rate.
· Legal Services payment Orders (LSPOs)
[bookmark: _Int_0KhLI9Io]If a client requires help to understand, there are professionals that are willing to go through more detailed information like solicitors.
LSPOs are a funding that comes under the Matrimonial Causes Act 1973 section 22 for divorce, nullity of marriage and separation orders where the court may be able to help funding by ordering legal services. 
Section B
In England and Wales, the valid marriage requirements are:
· both parties are required to at the age or over the age of 18. This rule is under the Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Act 2022. 
· Neither party are allowed to be lawfully married already 
· No prohibited degrees which mean no marriage with a family member of a child. 
· Capacity and consent, the marriage must be mutual and not forced and can only marry one individual. 
For a marriage to be confirmed there are requirements with the form of solemnisation. Under the Marriage Act 1949, each party must present a notice of marriage to their local register office and have remained in that district for 7 full days before handing in the notice. The notice is required to be minimum of 28 days before the ceremony. Once approved, and the ceremony proceeds, it must be conducted by an authorised person, as examples, a registrar or a religious officiant like a vicar. If failure to comply, the marriage becomes void.
In relation to the scenario of Sarah Thompson and Daniel Thompson, they are already married but have separated and living in separation for 6 months due to a martial breakdown and Daniel having and confirming the affair and Sarah would like to discuss divorce proceedings and advice regarding the effect on her children. The requirements to proceed a divorce has changed since 2022 under the Divorce, Dissolution and Separation Act 2020 where there is a no-fault divorce system, which means anyone is able to get a divorce (Stowe Family Law, 2025). 
The ground for divorce is simple, since 2017, clients have been able to apply online for a divorce. Since Sarah wants to go through divorce proceedings this is what she will need and advice to do. First thing would be to apply for the divorce, to do this she will need to have her marriage certificate, the application which will be the D8 need to be completed via online or by paper with a solicitor, the certificate of reconciliation like a statement that both have discussed the divorce and finally the court fee. Which is required to be sent by a cheque. The application will be checked by court staff and then the court will send a copy to the respondent, and the respondent must be acknowledged. In Sarah’s case, it seems that Daniel is happy with the decision on the divorce. 
Once that has been acknowledged, Sarah will then be eligible to apply for a conditional order 20 weeks after the application was sent. Once that has been granted, she will be able to apply for a final order 6 weeks after the conditional order and after 12 months from the conditional date will the final order be granted.  
One of Sarah's concerns is her children. She is concerned that the divorce will impact her children's welfare. Under the Family Procedure Rules 2010, before issuing any child arrangements, it is required to apply for mediation Information and Assessment meeting (MIAM) first. This would be the best option for both Sarah and Daniel as it prevents putting stress and worry on the children and affect their welfare by making an agreement without needing to go to court. The purpose of mediation is to come to an agreement mutually which includes property, child custody, child support and other financial remedies (Marks, 2025). 
Although Daniel is willing to cooperate, he wants to cut off financial ties all together. In the case of Heseltine v Heseltine [1971], the outcome of the case states that income belongs to the one who earns it. In Daniel’s and Sarah’s case, whatever income Daniel makes is his and does not need to share as it is considered as personal property.  Exner (undated) has stated that there is no legal requirement for Daniel to pay child support unless the court has ordered it. Usually, the court would order child support payments for younger children, but as Sarah’s children are over the age of 10, it surpasses the line. But if an agreement cannot be made, then the court can order a temporary or permanent child financial support order depending on the situation. 
[bookmark: _Int_YgE4BtXb]In relation to the property, due to the joint owned, the ownership is 50/50 even after divorce. So, there are options. Either Sarah and Daniel can mutually agree on how to live together after the separation or if there is no agreement and one has to leave, the court would order for mother and children to remain in the household whereas father, does not have any ties with them and has another life starting with someone else. 
Section C
Financial remedies are financial orders that come in many different forms to assist and go through legal processing that are aimed to resolve financial issues during legal disputes. The variety of financial orders have a wide range. 
Some include:
· Maintenance – these are orders for periodical payments. These payments are known to last unless one of the parties remarries or passes away you cannot receive this financial order if you are unmarried. 
· [bookmark: _Int_aIepyyqs]Secured maintenance – similar to maintenance orders, but it includes property like family home. A rare case that was in relation to the income orders is the AMS v Child Support Officer [1998].
· Lump sum – an order made by the court where one party pays the other a one-off payment that is usually paid in instalments. 
· Clean break order – where the court does not decide and divided assets, and order that there are no financial ties between the parties a case that comes under this order is the Mostyn J in Quan v Bray [2018] where the courts goal was to make a complete economic separation between the parties.  it is a specific type of consent order, and it has a main role of severing the financial ties all together. 
· Consent order – a legal document that finalises financial arrangements that is between divorcing couples. It is a mutual agreement that has received authorisation in court. The role of the order is to detail how the assets will be divided (Keenan, 2025)
(Kibble, 2024)
[bookmark: _Int_mb1QsyNG]The factors that the court has to take in consideration under the Matrimonial causes Act 1973 section 25 are:
· Financial status and income
· The financial needs and responsibilities of each party
· The financial needs of a child
· Any physical or mental disabilities
And many more factors 

Section D
Domestic abuse and violence are a crime that takes place when a partner or individual who are in a close relationship either as a couple, as a family member or even as a close friend who uses abusive behaviour to control or/and to intimidate the other. Domestic violence behaviour is intentional to harm the other in various forms. The many ways an individual can tell if domestic abuse and violence occur are:
· Physical harm – direct and physical harm like hitting and assault. This can be detected when someone has suspicious markings and bruises on them physically. 
· Harm to the mental health by intentionally feeding negativity and through coercive control. This is a common way of domestic abuse as it is also one of the hardest cases to prove and give evidence of. 
· Sexual abuse – this will include rape and any sexual activity beyond your control and non-consensual. 
· Verbal abuse – harmful words that can hurt the individual. This form of domestic abuse and violence link towards emotional and mental abuse 
· Social isolation – the abuser could be preventing you to go to certain places and locations or even to go outside in general, but it also includes being controlled and prevented to see or talk to certain people as well. In most cases, to family or friends. 
· Child abuse – involving children into the issues the parents have in that situation or the violence is directly to the child. 
· Emotional harm and manipulation
· Financial control and financial abuse – this include not being able to spend or have your own income. 
Domestic violence can happen to anyone despite their age, gender and backgrounds (health direct, 2024). 
LawNews (2025) has explained some legal protections that are available for victims. The most common one is the non-molestation order. This order is under the Family Law Act 1996 under section 42. This order is specialised in domestic violence which prohibits an abuser to continue the acts of harassment, intimidation, or any threats to the victim. This order is something that gets granted by a family court. 
Under the Family Law Act 1996 section 33, victims are in need for occupation protection so that they can continue to live under a household. Occupation orders are what provides an extra layer of protection that helps with the regulation on who are entitled to live in the family home. The reason this order occurs is because it protects the children of the victim and excludes the abuser for their safety (LawNews, 2025).
The roles of safeguarding and multi-agency cooperation are very crucial by ensuring that the safety and wellbeing of children and young people are being protected. It involves many professional sectors like education, health, police, social care and childcare like social services, and they work together to prevent and to respond to risk and harm (NSPCC, 2023). 
[bookmark: _Int_rFV4Xmml]There are many challenges in practice and access to justice in regard to domestic violence.  victims face barriers which then prevents them to reach out and have access to justice and support. Because of these barriers, it is hard for the justice system to help the victims, but also it is the cause of a lack of understanding of domestic abuse and violence for the victim and the legal professionals (UK Government, 2025)
The justice system’s response to domestic violence is criticized for the way they handle the complexities of the issues that occur despite any legislative advancements (Crown Prosecution Services, 2023). 
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