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Portfolio
Part 2: Primary Source Analysis

Ⅰ Introduction 
This writing will be an analysis of ‘Memorandum on Female Slavery Within the Family’ written by the Duchess of Atholl MP, Col. Rt. Hon. Josiah Wedgwood MP, and Miss Eleanor Rathbone MP in 1932. They wrote and took issue with how women are treated like a slave in families in British colonies. This source has strong connections with the themes “Gender and Empire”, “Imperial Feminism”, and “Woman-saving” that we covered in class. The reason this literature is worth reading is that it enables readers to understand the value of time and the relationship between colonial rule and woman-saving.

Ⅱ Background of the source 
	First, I will summarize the background information of this literature. Specifically, who wrote this, when, and in what context it was written. As I mentioned above, this source was created by three members of parliament. According to Dundee Operatic Society Archives (2021), the Duchess of Atholl was elected in the 1923 general election from Kinross and West Perthshire and became the first female member of parliament elected from a Scottish constituency. She was also working on the abolition of female circumcision in Africa. Next, according to The Wiener Holocaust Library (2019), Rt. Hon. Josiah Wedgwood provided support for Jews in Nazi-controlled Europe by persistently appealing to the parliament from 1933 to support Jewish refugees. Finally, according to Somerville University of Oxford (n.d.), Miss Eleanor Rathbone was the first woman to be elected to the Liverpool City Council. She worked on establishing Family Allowances and also played an important role in supporting Jewish and political refugees from Czechoslovakia.
	In addition, I will focus on the historical context. As two of the authors became early female members of parliament, we can presume that women’s voices started to make their presence felt in parliament gradually in 1932. Moreover, as Hall (2007) mentioned, the British had a belief to save women from the Indian culture of Sati, rescuing colonial women might be thought to be an important role as civilized people. In short, this document has a strong connection with two historical backgrounds, which are the reevaluation of gender roles driven by the rise of female members of parliament and the broader movement to rescue colonial women.

Ⅲ Genre, Intended Audience, and the Document’s Purpose 
Next, understanding its genre, target audience, and purpose is essential for interpreting this document. Since it is said that this literature is a memorandum that was archived in the Foreign Office, in the title, as a genre, this is a formal statement of opinion, and I assume this document was addressed to parliament or political organizations. In addition, the intended audiences will be the British Foreign Office, the Colonial Office, and members of parliament. The author’s purpose was to improve how people treat women in colonies by mentioning the investigation and issues through this custom. I believe the readers responded positively in Britain because of their belief in helping women from a barbaric culture, as I mentioned in the last paragraph. However, if colonized people also had the opportunity to read it, they might have reacted with resistance, perceiving that their statements were a cultural interference.

Ⅳ Content Analysis 
	This paragraph shows the analysis of the document, focusing on the ideas, the language they use, and the oversights. This source suggests remedies for the customs that treat women as slaves in Africa, such as bride price and child marriage. The main themes were women saving and protecting women’s rights. Therefore, this literature strongly criticizes not only the customs in Africa but also colonial authorities who do not make efforts to save women since they fear conflict arising from intervention. There are 3 primary ideas. The first one is the notion that the status of women is similar to that of slaves in Africa. Both have the problem that the positives are highlighted, and the situation never gets better. The authors (1932) state that affection or the strong characters of the victims can be given as a common example, and regarding bride price, a practice widely observed in Africa, it is justified by the effect of deterring husband abuse and preventing wife misconduct. However, these same arguments have also been used to justify commercial slavery. The second one is a strong criticism of child marriage. The writers (1932) oppose child marriage because young children cannot resist unwanted marriages. Moreover, since child marriage led to high infant and maternal mortality rates and ethnic decline in India, the authors warn that Africa may follow the same path. Furthermore, according to the appendix of this document (1932), in Ashanti society, children are promised in unwanted marriages from an early age or even before birth, and are raised as the property of their promised husbands. It also says that in the Zande tribe, child marriage causes conflicts since parents negotiate bride price with multiple men. Overall, while customs vary by tribe, the document describes how early marriage invariably results in outcomes which contrary to the child’s will. The last idea is that criticism of the colonial authorities. The authors not only point out the need for improvement in the colonized society, but also colonizing society. This is because European officials try not to interfere since they are afraid of making trouble with the natives. So that the authors assert that efforts must be made through law and education for improvement, regardless of the number of people actually suffering.
From the linguistic perspective, moral vocabulary and metaphoric expression are used. The authors used moral vocabularies such as “evils”, “injurious”, and “devitalizing effects”. By using these words, it can be considered that this document reflects moral values in Britain, and it can also be analyzed that it contains biased thinking akin to good and evil dualism. Finally, what are the oversights? Even though this literature is based on the perspectives of people in the colonial era, the perspectives of women in the colonies are omitted. Which means the opinions of victims in this system cannot be seen in this writing. This can be said as a weakness of this literature. To guarantee the rights for everyone, it is essential to include the actual voice of victims, including what they are suffering from and what kind of society they desire. Furthermore, effort must indeed be made regardless of the number of sufferers. However, quantitative information reveals the scale of the damage and will be reliable evidence. In this literature, authors use words such as “large proportion” or “large number”, but never mention the actual numbers. This can make it less theoretical and academic. Measurable information should be used to make it reliable.
Ⅴ Strengths and Limitations of This Source
	This paragraph will be about what is good or bad about his source, including the things I mentioned above. The advantage of reading or using this resource is the ability to understand or demonstrate its features as a primary source. As I discussed above, this literature shows how people in colonizing countries see women, especially in colonized countries. In other words, this is an important example of imperial feminism. According to Salas-SantaCruz (2025), imperial feminism is the criticism of the typical perspective of colonizers, which is to justify imperial ideologies by suggesting that to protect women’s rights. Moreover, the authors wrote this with differences across ethnic groups in mind. At the end of this literature, they include an appendix on three ethnic groups, which are the Ashanti, the Zande tribe, and the Warega. Even though their way of thinking might be lacking in consideration of colonized people, it can be argued that they tried to make their writing comprehensive, covering diverse cases. On the other hand, the limitations of this source are that it left out the voices of colonized women and was written from Western-centric perspectives. We can also say that this is propaganda, since the readers might be guided to hold the belief that imperial domination is justice when it is framed as the protection of women’s rights.

Ⅵ Relationship to Histography 
	Since I have been evaluating this resource from my perspective, I would like to consider this from a different perspective, whether this resource supports or contradicts what other historians are insisting. I decided to use the historian Clare Midgley’s perspective. She wrote ‘Anti-slavery and the roots of imperial feminism’ in Gender and Imperialism in 1998. In her literature, Midgley (1998) argued that the women’s movement from the 19th century to the 20th century justified imperial domination under the pretext of “protecting women” and “abolishing slavery”. Therefore, she does not endorse imperial feminism. She rather reveals the danger of the rhetoric of protecting women becoming connected with imperial domination. Therefore, this resource will be the classic example of imperial feminism, which Midgley criticizes. In other words, this literature supports Midgley’s argument.

Ⅶ Conclusion
	In conclusion, in this essay, I analyzed ‘Memorandum on Female Slavery Within the Family’ written by the Duchess of Atholl MP, Col. Rt. Hon. Josiah Wedgwood MP, and Miss Eleanor Rathbone MP in 1932. The main argument was how women were treated in colonized countries and how the authors viewed this situation from an imperial perspective. I also included the other features, such as the background history of this resource, the intended audience, and the languages the authors used. This resource also had a strong connection with Clare Midgley’s argument. Both advantages and limitations can be seen in this literature. While this document has limitations in that it is written from a biased perspective, conversely, it can be seen as an advantage for us today in learning about the thinking of that era. The important part is what we discern from this document and how we apply it. (1611 words)
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