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In this topic I will review the importance of academic writing and referencing skills and explore ways a student can improve and utilise these skills into their learning journey.
In the academic world, effective communication through writing and proper referencing is not merely a technicality but a cornerstone of rigorous and credible research. This introduction will explore the significance and background of these skills, emphasizing their critical role in the context of academic pursuits.
These sets of skills, are very transfarable throughout life, it gives a good foundation of understanding when it comes to studying in general, whether itsl studying/preparing for job interviews, studying toward a qualification, ongoing training throughout your career, or your citizenship test (if you’re a foreigner!).
The Academic writing and Referncing skills are proven, when used correctly, provide better results in comparison to individuals who do not put them into practice however are many issues with learning these skills, a great proportion of people who don’t understand the importance - so in this report I will provide a review, and tips toward mastering these skills. I will cover when references need to be used, and how to reference effectively.


[bookmark: _Toc148205221]What is Academic Writing?	

Academic writing refers to the precise, organized, and well-structured presentation of ideas, arguments, and research findings. It is the medium through which scholars share their insights, theories, and discoveries with the academic community and the world at large. In contrast, referencing involves crediting the sources and ideas borrowed from others, ensuring that intellectual property is respected, and that the integrity of one's work is upheld
Academic writing is writing which communicates ideas, information and research to the wider academic community. It can be separated into two categories: expert academic writing, which is writing intended for publication in an academic journal or book, and student academic writing, which is writing used as a method of assessment at universities as well as in schools as a preparation for university study. The same standards are anticipated for both student and expert academic writing, which can be challenging for pupils to master. Academic writing differs from other types of writing in several ways, including the following:
 
· structured;
· evidenced;
· critical;
· balanced;
· precise;
· objective;
· formal.

[bookmark: _Toc148205222]How to effectively develop and utilise academic writing.

The first steps to understanding academic writing is learning how to use correct language, grammar and punctuation
Consistent practice, reading scholarly publications, and getting criticism are all necessary for developing academic writing skills. Start with a clear structure, compelling thesis statements, and arguments supported by evidence. Be mindful of your language, style, and citation rules. Edit and rewrite your writing with great care. To hone your abilities, participate in peer review, join writing organisations, or attend writing classes. Finally, read widely to become familiar with a variety of writing approaches and styles. Improvement requires time and work, so patience and tenacity are crucial.   
The biggest focus when writing anything in the academice/scholary field, is audience awareness – when writing, consider the targeted audience and tailor your language, structure and content to meet the expectations of the reader e.g. writing to a younger audience means your vocabulary should be adequate and not complex as it could lead to misunderstanding and confusion.
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In contrast to Academic Writing, referencing involves crediting the sources and ideas borrowed from others, ensuring that intellectual property is respected, and that the integrity of one's work is upheld
[bookmark: _Toc148205224]Referencing allows you to acknowledge the contribution of other writers and researchers in your work. Any university assignments that draw on the ideas, words or research of other writers must contain citations.
Referencing is also a way to give credit to the writers from whom you have borrowed words and ideas. By citing the work of a particular scholar, you acknowledge and respect the intellectual property rights of that researcher. As a student or academic, you can draw on any of the millions of ideas, insights and arguments published by other writers, many of whom have spent years researching and writing. All you need to do is acknowledge their contribution to your assignment.

When and How to use referencing? 

As highlighted above, referencing is used when you take information from already published research, whether that’s articles, blogs, books etc and use their research and findings within your own work. This is to ensure statements and quotes are respectively referenced throughout the documents. This not only gives your work more credibility, but can lead the reader into investigating the topic more on their owninitiative by looking into the references if they wish – So whenever you research or use information, remember to adiquetly reference the source! 
Referencing is essentially a process which follows a certain standard to ensure it is easy to understand, read and structure. To indicate where you found information, use in-text citations that include the author's last name and the year the work was published, such as (Dave, 2023). You should include a comprehensive reference list at the end of the paper that includes all the information about each source's publication (e.g., APA). To prevent plagiarism, which is the unethical use of another person's work without recognition, proper reference is essential. It guarantees academic integrity, acknowledges the original writers, and shows the authority and the field of your own work. There are also many types of refercing styles, which I will list below:
· Harvard 

The most commonly used style of referencing; used widely in academic journals

· APA (American Psychological Association)

Citation technique usually used in the Social Sciences

· Chicago

Style guide for typographical and citation techniques often used by academic publishers

· IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers) 

Writing and referencing guidance used in the fields of Engineering and Technology

· [bookmark: _Toc148205225]MLA (Modern Language Association)

Citation technique used particularly in academic writing for languages and literature

· MRHA (Modern Humanities Research Association) 

Citation style used for academic theses and essays in the Humanities

· OSCOLA (Oxford Standard for Citation of Legal Authorities)

Citation guidelines for legal materials

· Vancouver

Style of referencing using a numerical system - often used in medical writing
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In academic settings, such as universities, not referencing your work might have significant consequences.  It primarily causes plagiarism, a type of academic misconduct. Presenting someone else's ideas, words, or work as your own defines plagiarism. Such wrongdoing may result in failing grades, academic sanctions, or even exclusion.  Your academic and professional reputation suffers, which has an impact on your credibility and future chances. Additionally, it destroys the moral standards of honesty and integrity that serve as the foundation of academic institutions. Outside of educational institutions, not referencing sources in the workplace can result in ethical and legal problems, such as infringement of copyright.  References are not just a formality; they are a necessary practice that protects your use of sources and ensures credit is given where credit is due.
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In conclusion, academic writing and referencing skills are essential in both academics and everyday life – they both go hand in hand. In academic writing, you must clearly express your ideas, yet in referencing, you must acknowledge the contributions of others. Practice, appropriate language use, and feedback are crucial for the development of these skills.
he ability to use such skills effectively and ethically will help you navigate both academic and real-world obstacles in a world full of information.
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