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Analysis

As part of this assignment, it was a requirement to produce two story telling activities, one as a traditional story and another as a digital story. The stories that were chosen are two well-known children’s novels. The room on the broom (Donaldson and Scheffler, 2016) and Elma (McKee, 2019) both stories were chosen as they provide brightly coloured illustrations which invite curiosity, engagement, and wonder (Yamada, 2016). The book trust (2019) state that both stories are suited to children of 3 years and over. 

According to McCoy (2020) reading stories like this to babies even when they are still in the womb is worthwhile, because it helps develop their language after birth. McCoy talks about a study that was carried out in the university of Oregen, which found that when mothers were given a word that was pre-recorded to play at the end of their pregnancy, the babies were able to recognise the word after they were born, this suggests that babies can hear spoken words before they come into the world. High (2015) expresses that early exposure to language from infancy, such as talking, singing, and reading, can have a positive outcome on children’s learning and will allow them to succeed later in life, he also suggests that it strengthens the emotional bond between adult and baby. Beckwith (2015) believes that 90% of brain development happens between birth and 3 years old, therefore the more language children hear and listen to within those early years will allow them to be better prepared for school. Kuhl (2010) shares the view that story telling from infancy has benefits and expresses that exposure to language within the first year of a child’s life can have a positive effect on the brain circuit, even before babies speak their first word. Exposure to two languages at a young age can also produce a bilingual brain, Nacamulli (2015) believes that children can find learning language easier than adults because of the placidly of their brains, therefore if a parent is going to introduce a child to language or even multiple languages, it is better to do it from a young age. Chomsky (2021, quoted in Child language acquisition theory, 2021) shares a similar view and believes that children are born with a natural ability to learn any language, and that certain linguistic structures are carved into children’s minds, Chomsky also believes that all children become fluent in their chosen language within five or six years from birth. 
The national book trust (2019b) found that one in 8 disadvantaged children do not own a single book. Beckwith (2015) expresses that 83% of children living with families on low-income are not proficient in reading by the end of their 3rd year in school, which is of some concern, because if children are not ready to engage with stories at the start of their early years, it can be difficult to regain their connection within reading later in life. Save the children (2014) agree with this statement and express, that education is indeed affected by those living in poverty and state that a child’s vocabulary and cognitive development suffers, which does not help the child to be school ready. An article by Ozyurt and Elikucuk (2017) states that 2 in every 9% of 2–7-year-olds experience developmental language delay because of this, however around the age of 2-3 the problem resolves by 60%, nevertheless if developing language is left untreated it can be harmful at later ages. Therefore, this highlights how significantly important it is for childcare practitioners to read to their children as observed in the recorded stories as part of this assignment. 
According to Bowcutt (2013) books are fundamental to children’s learning to help with their language and literacy skills and help construct meaning to the world, books play a part in children’s cognitive, social, and emotional growth. Engaging with text at an early age encourages language acquisition, vocabulary, and supports the development of literacy strategies which is needed to read. Peat (2018) suggests that only 3 in 10 parents read to their children daily and just 15% of a thousand parents listen to children reading every day, despite 97% of them knowing the benefits of reading, parents imply that busy family and work commitments cause barriers.
Berkowitz (2011) states that oral story telling encourages children to engage with literature and by allowing the children to play with props, such as the ones used in the stories, allows them to explore their imagination further and engage in role play. Children develop their speaking and listening skills by adult led stories which are then re in acted later and brought to life in their play.  Mages (2020) states that although oral story telling is important, digital story telling is of equal importance and expresses that during the pandemic practitioners had no option but to adapt their usually teaching methods where stories had to be modified and digitalised to enhance the children’s learning experience. The Welsh Government (2018) now sets out to incorporate digital competence in schools under the new curriculum in wales, therefore practitioners need to be confident in using technology within their own pedagogies. A study by Kartushina, et al (no date) was carried out on 1,742 participants over 13 different countries, after the pandemic lock down and it investigated the influence that this had on children’s vocabulary, the data collected showed that vocabulary in children had increased during lock down, because parents spent more time with their children reading books and they enjoyed extra screen time. Although the study found this, it also found that children who had less screen time and more reading time had slightly increased vocabulary. Therefore, this highlights the significance that reading, and screen time has on children’s language comprehension and development, should this be by traditional story or by digital experiences. Although this study found screen time had some advantages, (Stueber, 2019) sates that technology needs to be used in moderation as it can have a negative impact on the child forming relationships and maintaining social skills.  
There is a clear difference in the two stories as part of this assignment, whereby the childcare practitioner used a book in video one, but in video two she read from a screen, the advantages of the traditional story was that the practitioner was able to maintain eye contact with the children and bring experiences alive by using facial expressions (Bowkett, 2021) however she struggled to free up her arms for props, as they were affixed to the book. Whereas in the digital story her hands were already free as the story was on screen. The digital copy could be a helpful resource for children with ALN, where the childcare provider can free up her hands to use props or to use sign language. Text and pictures can also be expanded on the screen to create a wider view and meaning to the story. An article by Smeda, Dakich, and Sharda (2014) agrees that digital story telling does have advantages as it supports children with ALN and helps them develop their self-confidence. One of the main benefits of digital story telling is that children get engrossed in technology and often do not realise they are learning, it also enhances the children’s writing skills, help with sentence formation, structure, and spelling without them even knowing. 
The Welsh government (2015) highlights different stages to speech and language development, where children as early as birth - 3 months old will turn to familiar sounds, recognise familiar voices, and start to make sounds such as cooing and gurgling. Then from 6 -12 months they will stop to hear own name, understand certain instructions, use babbling as communication and begin to use simple words like mama and dada. At the age of 2 children will begin to talk, listen to conversation with interest, use almost 300 words and engage in conversation. From the age of 3 children will engage in stories and remember ones of interest, be able to talk in small sentences, and enjoy taking part in discussion and singing songs. 
Ramos (2012) States that often library’s provide storytelling and song and rhyme events and children should be encouraged to use the library from an early age, which will create and strengthen reading routines in children, there are several books available from the library from pop up, lift the flap, pull the tag or even interactive books which will attract the children’s attention. Libraries can also give reading advice and tips on how to choose books. The story the Room on the broom and Elma was used with props, which also created a sense of attraction to the children. by allowing the children to play with the props and expand the story with questioning, will enhance the children’s vocabulary and learning, however questioning as such was not evident within the video’s due to the time of the stories but can be expanded on later. McGeown (2014) points out that it is important to ask children questions as it expands their vocabulary, helps with comprehension, and allows them to understand the world around them, she states that talking to children can help them gain a clear understanding about the book and helps to disuses the meaning of new and unfamiliar words. Medlicott (2019) states that reading picture books shows a wealth of intertest with wonderful characters that are engaging to children, sometimes adults can find reading daunting over concerns that their voice is too boring, losing the story in mid flow or the fear of other adults watching them, getting over such fears are important and with plenty of practice adults can become good story tellers. As you can see in the stories attached to this assignment different characters, tones, voices, facial expressions, and emotions (Grossard et al, 2018) were used to engage with the children however this comes with training. Stories can be prepared in advance and don’t have to be perfect children will not be judgemental. Vygotsky (1978, quoted in Mooney, 2013) specialised in literature in university and taught the subject in secondary school, he believed in talking as the main tool in learning language and felt that most learning takes part during play where children are constantly using conversational language in role play. He felt that sometimes practitioners would discourage conversation with children and felt that interruptions during talking, were not disruptions as children are naturally curious. Therefor this highlights the importance of allowing children time for conversation within the stories associated within this assignment. 

Byington and Kim (2017) point out that from reading becomes writing, and when children are exposed to it in stories, they realise the text has meaning and from this they will start to read and make marks on paper which can also be known as emergent writing. Children from as early as two-year-old will try and copy text and mimic what adults do, this is shown in drawings, scribbles, waves, and lines on paper, from these comes writing where children start to draw shapes and the formation of letters start to appear, then they learn to spell and string letters together, learning to write their name, making words, and eventually allowing them to write sentences. Schwartz and Sparks (2019) disagree with the notion that when children are exposed to text they will start to read, and believe it is dependent on what kind of language the children are learning, this is because languages like English and French are easy to read as they at categorised by sounds but learning languages like Chinese is far different as they use symbols to correspond with a word. Research by Harper (2011) reveals that there is a direct link with nursery rhyme in preschool children in their future success in reading, spelling, and writing, A study was carried out over a 15-month period on three- to four-year-olds, and it looked at the children’s knowledge after learning 5 different nursery rhymes. During the study the children started to recognise sound, pattern, and language within the rhymes which lead them to be able to recognise patterns in text which resulted in a significant improvement within their reading, 

To conclude the analysis there are clear benefits of reading to children even before birth. Story telling allows children to listen, explore their curiosity, engage with the story, visualise the text as meaning, enhance vocabulary, communicate with others, and help with spelling and letter formation, it can also help with concentration and memory. The story’s associated with this assignment, highlight that there are different ways of reading stories to children and each story can be adapted to produce different learning opportunities and outcomes. And can be suited to all children including those with additional learning needs. 
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