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Abstract 

The use of physical punishment on children became a criminal offence in Wales in 2022.  The aim of this dissertation was to see whether people agree with this or whether there should be an alternative option rather than parents receiving a criminal record.  The researcher has also explored how this will affect the children.  

As this is a relatively new law in Wales, there was not a great deal of academic research regarding this, especially as this law does not apply in England. The researcher has assembled a questionnaire and dispensed this to colleagues in the police force and has put it on social media platforms to gain the opinions of the public. 

A critical analysis was then made between the researchers’ primary findings and the academic research that already exists. The outcome of the primary survey is then documented along with conclusions, limitations, and recommendations on educating parents. 
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Chapter 1:   Introduction

This dissertation will look at the new law in Wales, where in 2022 the abolition of using physical punishment on children has come into place.  It will discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this law.  The dissertation will explore the affects that this will have on both parents and children if a parent was to receive a criminal record. 

The subject was chosen by the researcher due to them having children themselves and having spent some time on the public protection unit within the police and witnessing the number of cases that get reported by teachers.  Also, by witnessing the affects this is bring to parents and families. 

Furthermore, the dissertation will discuss the overwhelming advantage of this law, which is to protect children from physical punishment, this would surely be the most attractive aspect of this law which should outweigh the critics. 






Chapter 2:   Literature Review



This dissertation will look at the new law in Wales that came into effect in March 2022 in relation to the abolition of defence of reasonable punishment.  It will discuss the challenges that this law will bring to parents, children and the multi-agency partnerships that will be involved in dealing with these incidents.  Furthermore, it will discuss the positive impacts that this law will bring.  It will look at what will be the biggest outcome for children and long-lasting effects for these children and the children of the future. This subject is an important subject due to the fact that this new law is giving defenceless children the same legal rights as an adult, and at the same time making parents find new alternative ways to discipline children which will benefit them for the future.   
 
Rogers (2022) explains that corporal punishment has been used for many years by parents to discipline their children, however in March 2022, Wales have removed the defence of reasonable chastisement for parents. (Rogers, 2022).  He explains that this means that children will receive the same legal protection from physical punishments as adults.  Parents may be arrested by the police and receive a criminal record, therefore in the hope that this brings a reduction in the use of the physical punishment of children.  However, Rogers (2022) proceeds to explain that the prosecution of a parent may have an impact on the child and an impact on the parent’s employment prospects.   Alongside this, there will be an impact on police and social services as this will increase their workloads due to the referrals that will be sent their way.  There will also be the difficult task in raising awareness and educating the public on the new law.  However, Rogers (2022) believes that ultimately the protection of the children is the main concern.  

A resembling opinion is from Stewart-Tufescu, (2023) where they suggest that corporal punishment for children is the most common form of violence against children around the globe.  Stewart-Tufescu (2023) believes that this has no positive long-term outcome for any child and will include a wide range of adverse effects on a child and this will continue into adulthood.  Stewart-Tufescu (2023) states that nearly one billion children are physically punished by their parents regularly.  Whether it is by hitting, slapping, spanked, pinched, or punched.  This is not only carried out by parents, but also carried out by guardians, care givers, teachers and other trusted adults who are responsible for protecting and nourishing these children.  As a result, this makes detecting this violence against children very difficult due to it usually taking place in places of trust where children live, play or study.  (Stewart-Tufescy, 2023).  Stewart-Tufescu (2023) concludes by saying that violence in children needs to be eradicated as every year where there is a delay in changing this then more and more children are being placed at risk from further violence.  

Bassam (2018) analyses that physical punishment can also affect a child’s health.  It can cause physical illnesses such as asthma, arthritis, and cardiovascular disease.  These negative experiences in childhood are also connected with metabolic diseases that occur in adulthood such as high blood pressure and obesity.  Furthermore, Bassam (2018) explains that physical punishment also affects a child’s psychological health, where it can lead to aggression, anti-social behaviour, alcohol dependency, depression and personality disorders.  Bassam (2018) concludes that physical punishment is a public and social health emergency and believes it can be wiped out by educating families.   

Hornor (2020) observed a national survey that was carried out in the United States where the results illustrated that 76% of men and 66% of women agreed that a child should be spanked sometimes.  This means that the majority of adults were in favour of physical punishment.  Hornor (2020) defines physical punishment as a method of discipline that is not effective.  The only situation that it is helpful in is when it improves immediate compliance although this will then not lead to effective long-lasting changes in behaviour for the child.  Hornor (2020) points out that when a child is experiencing pain then that is what their brain will focus on for that time rather than the lessons in their behaviour which a parent would have hoped that that would have been the desired outcome.  Hornor (2020) states that positive parenting is the most acceptable approach to discipline a child as it teaches them techniques to take responsibility for their own actions and it gets then to understand that these actions have consequences.  Honor (2020) explains that positive parenting consists of explaining to a child what acceptable behaviour is and what is not acceptable behaviour.  To reward positive behaviour with hugs and praise, along with realising that children learn from their guardians and being a role model when it comes to displaying correct behaviours and remain consistent with them.   In addition to this, Hornor (2020) also states that children need to feel like they are living in a safe environment to be able to develop and grow healthy relationships for the future.  Hornor (2020) discloses that there needs to be a reform of the legal system in the United States to eliminate physical punishment in the home and also in schools.   

Moseley, (2020) dictates that the new law in Wales, which is the abolition of defence of reasonable punishment, has put an end to the physical punishment of children.  Moseley (2020) explains that there are many different strategies for parents to discipline a child and physical punishment is not one of them.  This allows children to have the same protection as adults in relation to physical assault.  Moseley (2020) argues that if an adult has the right to press charges against another adult for physical assault than a defenceless child should have the same rights.  Moseley (2020) believes that smacking a child, however lightly it is done, is not good and these types of behaviours can easily escalate once they have begun.  Moseley (2020) has identified a Welsh survey that was carried out in 2018 where 81% of parents responded saying that they feel that is unacceptable to smack a child that is misbehaving.  The same survey was carried out in 2017 where only 71% of parents agreed that it was unacceptable.  So, it would seem that parents are becoming more accepting of the change in the law.  Moseley (2020) strongly believes that this change in the law will allow children to have the best start in life and will have a positive effect on children’s health, development, and wellbeing. 


Alsehaimi (2017) describes the situation in Saudi Arabia, in relation to child chastisement.  It is explained that in Saudi Arabia there is a long-standing tradition of physically punishing children by using a stick.  Alsehaimi (2017) illustrates that harsher punishment for children in Saudi Arabia is completely common.  There is suggestion that there is more need for development of knowing when a parent has gone to far and has crossed the line.  At present they clarify this by identifying the level of force used, what part of the body was struck, the number of strokes used along with the type of object and the age of the child.  Alsehaimi (2017) notes that this behaviour is worrying especially due to children in Saudi Arabia up to the age of 18, spend a large majority of their time at home where this abuse is ongoing.  Alsehaimi (2017), also explains that is extremely common to expect schoolteachers to perform physical punishment whilst the children are in their care.  Along with this Alsehaimi (2017) also demonstrates the difference between the UK and Saudi Arabia where in the UK the attitudes towards physical punishment are headed towards getting it solved by the means of educating parents into positive parenting coaching, in the hope to rule out physical punishment, as it is seen to produce negative impacts on a child as they move into adulthood.  The difference in Saudi Arabia where the view on parental discipline is accepted that physical punishment is an appropriate response to producing good citizens for the future.  (Alsehaimi, 2017). 

Fleckman, (2023), points out that physical punishment refers to the use of physical force intending for a child to experience pain but not to cause an injury to a child, instead the purpose being to correct a child’s behaviour or to gain control over a child who is presenting as unruly.  (Fleckman, 2023). A cross-section national survey was carried out of US adults and the results showed that 39% of participants were in agreement of physical punishment, whilst 41% of participants were in agreement that is should be banned.  (Fleckman, 2023). 


Minson (2018) explains that a child’s whose parent have been imprisoned in England and Wales, only a few of theses children get to remain in the family home.  Children have trouble sleeping when moving into a new home with new guardians, and younger children suffer from regressive behaviour.   Some children who end up in foster care have had to experience multiple moves into new environments making it more difficult for a child to settle down.  Moreover, Minson (2018) describes how a relationship between a child and a parent who have been imprisoned can then only continue their relationship if the child regularly visits the prison which can also cause negative affects for the child.  (Minson, 2018). 

Vockell, (2010) points out that corporal punishment is not a case of a child being beat up but a child who had pain applied to them after performing an undesirable behaviour in the hope that they do not repeat that same behaviour.  Vockell, (2010) explains that there are some advantages to corporal punishment. Corporal punishment is seen by the person receiving it as unpleasant and potentially harmful, however, most adults who have experienced this punishment in their early years have referred to it as having done them some good.  Vockell (2010) illustrates that it is important to remember that any form of punishment is meant to be an unpleasant experience otherwise it wouldn’t be a punishment.  Furthermore, an advantage to corporal punishment is the fact it is physical pain rather than psychological pain which is more damaging.  (Vockell, 2010). 

Scotland was the first UK county to give children the same rights as adults in having protection against violence.  Sweeney (2019) has explored the opinions of Scottish parents on this new law.  The survey that was carried out showed that 66% of parents said that this new law would see them smacking less or even not at all, whereas 8% said it would not change their view and would carry on smacking when they thought it was necessary.  A view taken from the survey suggested that by children having rights it was impacting on the parents’ role to parent their children efficiently  (Sweeney, 2019).   

The abolition of corporal punishment comes with its challenges.  Although there is obvious evidence that it brings a wide range of negative effects on a child such as, poor relationships between parent and child, mental health problems, criminal behaviour in later life, aggression, anti-social behaviour in the future and the possibility of abusing their own children when they are adults.  These children who experience physical punishment are also at risk of drug use when they are older  (Rogers, 2022). 

Along with this, there is the challenge of the many agencies that work together to deal with these incidents’ workloads increasing.  The partnership agencies work together under an umbrella called MAPPA.  MAPPA stands for Multi Agency Public Protection Arrangements.  This new law will bring extra strain upon these agencies; however, the hope is that this will be a short-term problem whilst the public get used to the new changes to the law.  (Rogers, 2022). 

A further challenge is how are these incidents going to get reported.  There will be some children who will confide in their teachers at school who will then pass it on to police and social services, however, some children will not be confident in this and therefore may go undetected.  There will also be members of the public who will be happy to report something they see and then there will be others who will not report something due to them not agreeing with the ban.  (Rogers, 2022). 

One of the biggest challenges is the fact this could lead to parents being arrested or gaining a criminal record.  There is very little literature on the impact this could have on a child.  Rogers, (2022) suggests that parents that have been arrested has caused a negative impact on the child, furthermore, if a parent receives a criminal record this will also have an impact on their employment which will have a knock-on effect to the child.  (Rogers, 2022).  As mentioned, there is a gap in the literature to look at this and whether there could be better alternatives that would help benefit the child. 


The dissertation question is the following: Should Child Chastisement be a criminal offence in Wales?  From the research in this literature review there would appear to me no clear answer to this.  There is a gap in the literature in relation to the impacts on parents and children if a parent was to receive a criminal record.  This study will hopefully help to fill this gap.  There is mention from Rogers, (2022) where he states if a parent is arrested this will have a negative affect on the child and if the parent receives a criminal record then the parents employment  could be affected but there is no mention of the psychological impact this could have on a child in adulthood, whether this could cause guilt or a relationship break down of parent and child. There are scholars who believe there could be an alternative to making this a criminal offence like Bassam (2018) who states by educating families in more depth then this could potentially wipe out physical punishment.  This is supported by Hornor (2020) who has championed positive parenting techniques by parents rewarding positive behaviour ensuring that children are living in a safe environment.  From the protection of the children from physical punishment, Rogers (2022) dictates that this protection is ultimately the main concern, and this is what everyone should be in agreement with.  As a result, children will now receive the same legal protection as adults from assault.  Moseley (2020) also concurs with this as they have argued that if an adult is able to gain legal protection from assault, then why shouldn’t a defenceless child be able to do the same?  There is effective criticism in relation to how these assaults are going to be reported.  As these incidents will be difficult to detect unless a child is able to be confident enough to find a trusted person to tell.  Rogers (2022).  There should be extra work implemented with educating children about the new law helping them to realise and feel able to get these incidents reported.  The added challenge then of having to return and feel safe in an environment where the adult is aware that this child has reported them whether this a school or home environment, this could prove to be a very difficult situation.  








Chapter 3:  Research Methodology


The last chapter was the literature review which has highlighted some of the literature that was found on the impacts, both positive and negative on the removal of the defence of reasonable punishment on children in Wales.  Sileyew (2020) explains methodology as the path which researchers need to conduct their research.  Researchers show their problem along with their objective and proceed to explain how they will obtain their data.  (Sileyew, 2020). 

The reason for undertaking this research is because this new law is relatively new in Wales and on reflection of the literature review, it would seem that there are gaps in the literature in relation to what impacts will take place for both parent and child if the parent is to be criminalised through physical punishment.  

As this is a new legislation in Wales, the objective of this research is to gather data from parents, police officers and other members of the public to see what their views are on this new law and how they think it will affect parents and children, and to further establish if there are other alternatives other than criminalising parents.  

3.1  Research Strategy.

This study will look to distribute a questionnaire for my research.  I have chosen this method as I hope to obtain data that I can measure.  This method also allows me to target a large number of participants.  Furthermore, this method is also cost effective.  The plan is to distribute the questionnaire via email to colleagues and then the public by using social media platforms.  Along with this, it aids in helping the participants stay anonymous.  The intention is to sample the target audience by sending the questionnaire via email to work colleagues as they are all police officers, and to capture their views in the research as one of the agencies who deal with the outcomes of the new law.  The study will then use social media platforms to gain the views of parents and other members of the public.  The aim would be to compare the difference of what a parent thinks to someone who is not a parent.  The sample will vary of different sexes, and a range of different ages as this will be shared by older and younger people.    Social media and email are great tools to target large audiences in a short amount of time.  The aim is to get around 50 responses. 

3.2  Data Collection.

The data that I am looking to collect will be mainly quantitative data.  This is because the study aims to identify if the majority of people are in agreement of this new law.  Quantitative research collects numerical data and analyses it using statistical methods.  It is used to identify patterns of human behaviour and to make predictions.  (Mcleod, 2023).  Qualitative research collects data that is non-numerical, for example, sounds, images and words.  This explores opinions and attitudes.  (Mcleod, 2023). 

During the data collection, I will be hoping to retrieve mostly quantitative data, however some of the questions that I will be asking will have a qualitative element to the response.  This approach will be taken to be able to capture suggestions from people that may be an alternative from criminalising parents.  


3.3  Data analysis 

When the data is collected, it will display the results in the form of graphs and pie charts.  Quantitative data will be easy to display in these types of charts due to the numeric aspect to it.  These will consist of results from closed questions that will be asked in the questionnaires.  The qualitative data results will be provided in a bar graph where the suggestions can be listed.  

 Any qualitative data I retrieve may also be placed in these graphs but will also be discussed through language.  This is useful as it can show accurate descriptions of problems and causes.  Qualitative data is forever creative.  A researcher is not left with mountains of endless data and will find it easier to write up the findings.  A way of making sense of the data is to use thematic analysis which is an approach that recognises implicit or explicit ideas from within the data.  (Mcleod, 2023). 

3.4 Limitations and potential problems.

During the research and collecting the data, Taherdoost, (2022), has identified problems and limitations that I will come across along the way.  As I will be focusing on more quantitative data collection, a disadvantage would be, being able to collect the participants thoughts and feelings.  This is due to the questions that are posed to them being targeted at gaining statistics, so the majority of questions will be closed questions, which will mean it will be difficult in gaining deep and in detail responses. Another difficulty would occur when retrieving the data as this could be time consuming when having to add up the results.  Alternatively, there may be another problem of the sampling size, there could be issues gaining participants therefore resulting in not being able to obtain enough data.    (Taherdoost, 2022). 

As mentioned previously, I do intend to put a couple of questions in the questionnaire that will be more of a qualitative data response.  The problems that may arise here is that the participants may not want to answer these questions as they are more time consuming than the closed questions they have already been answering.  This will also be more time consuming when analysing the results.  
 
3.5 Summary

This chapter was about the research methodology of the dissertation.  Research methodology was explained as being the path in which researchers have to take to be able to conduct their research.  It has then gone on to explain the reasons for this research, which was due to the research subject being a relatively new legislation in Wales and to gain the views of the public about this new law. 

This chapter has then looked at the research strategy where it has been explained that the research will be carried out by distributing a questionnaire via email and social media.  Furthermore, it has illustrated that I will be looking at more quantitative data rather than qualitative, however, I will have a small quantity of qualitative data included.  An explanation of the difference between quantitative and qualitative research has been discussed.  It has then proceeded to explain that the analysis of the data will be displayed via graphs. 

Finally, it has discussed the limitations and the problems that may arise along the way.  







Chapter 4:  Analysis of Results

During this study, it has come to light that there is a clear gap in the in the academic research regarding the consequences for both parent and child should a parent receive a criminal record.  A survey has been conducted to be able to capture the thoughts of people to help fill that gap.  The aim of this chapter is to present the findings from the survey that was conducted.  The survey was created by using Microsoft Forms which helped create 51 responses which will be analysed.  Winstanley, (2010) explains that data means very little without interpretation.  Analysis consists of reviewing, interrogating, assessing, appraising, and evaluating.  This chapter will seek to analyse the data obtained and will link it back to the research question and draw conclusions to the data.  

The method that was used to collect the data was questionnaire which was constructed through using Microsoft forms.  This was a good tool to use as it allowed for a quick response from participants and also allowed it to reach greater numbers.  It helped gain participants by allowing them to remain anonymous.  The data received was easy to read and understand.  Another advantage was its reduced cost in comparison to using paper questionnaires.  However, there are some disadvantages to using Microsoft Forms.  The first being that you need access to the internet to complete it, many of the elder generation may not necessarily have access and not see the survey.  Along with this, the participants cannot be identified so there may be acts of bias, finally, there are limited options available to answer the questions, such as “Yes, No, Maybe” to be able to respond too.   

4.1  Results

51 responses were obtained from electronically sending out the questionnaire to both the public and police officers.  Looking at the data collected, in relation to the dissertation title of “Should child chastisement be a criminal offence in Wales?” the data result was expected to be the majority leading to an agreement to this statement.  However, the results came in at 61% said no that they think it shouldn’t be an offence and only 39% agreed that it should be an offence.  This data supports Honor, (2020) where they have highlighted a survey carried out in the US where the result was that most adults were in favour of using physical punishment on children.  Their results came in as 76% of Men and 66% of Women agreed that a child should be smacked on occasions.  These results were similar to the data received in this study. 
Chart 1
Do you think parents/guardians/carers should be criminalised for using physical punishment?


Orange = NO 61%
BLUE = YES 39%
[image: ]


It should be noted that only 35% of the respondents are currently parents to a child under 18 years old.  15% of the respondents were police officers.  93% of the police officers were in agreement that is should be a criminal offence.  27 of the 51 which is 52% of the respondents have suggested that an educational course would be a better solution than giving parents a criminal record.  This would be a good solution in low level assault cases; however, this would not be appropriate for an assault such a GBH.  

An objective set out at the start of this dissertation was to identify the impacts of criminalising parents and what that means for both parent and child.   As below graph 1 illustrates that 39% of the respondents believe that all 5 of the impacts listed will be become an impact if a parent is criminalised.









[image: ] 



17% of people believe that the child being removed from the family will be an issue.  Bear in mind that 35% of the respondents are currently a parent to a child under 18, this could have led to some biased results as for them this would be unthinkable, whereas there are children out there who are being physically abused who do need to be moved out of the environment they are living in.  It could be that the respondents are purely looking at their situation and not thinking about what other children could be experiencing.  This data supports Minson (2018)  who explains that very few children whose parents have been imprisoned get to remain in the family home.  In many cases this is good outcome however, there will be cases where a child has been moved out of the family home and perhaps shouldn’t have been.  It is a difficult risk for the services to deal with. 

In addition to this, another objective was to find out if people think there will be an impact on services such as police and social services who must deal with these incidents.  Results from the survey suggest that most respondents believe that this is an unnecessary strain on these services.  61% believe this is true.  

Blue = Yes – 61%
Orange = No – 39%

[image: ]


This is probably the case in most circumstances when there is a report of an assault which turns out to be very low level or even incorrect, however, when there are children involved who are unable to protect themselves then surely every case should be investigated to make sure children are safe.  This could help prevent any further incidents which in the long run could reduce the workload as parents become more aware of what they can and can’t do. 

In conclusion, the study has showed that most of the participants are aware of the new law in Wales and agree that children should have the same rights as an adult in relation to assault.  However, most of the participants believe that low level offences could be dealt with by offering parents an educational course and only escalate it to criminalisation should it re-occur.  This way it takes the strain off the police and not impact both parent and child.  The hope is then that as time goes by the number of incidents will get lower and lower. 







Chapter 5:  Conclusion and Recomendations 


5.1  Introduction

This dissertation is now at the stage of conclusion.  The study has got to this stage through the previous chapters of the literature review where the academic research was carried out.  Next was the research methodology chapter, this looked at how the research was going to be carried out.  Then there was the analysis of results chapter, this looked at the data that was collected from the primary survey and analysed it against the objectives that were set out at the start of this study.  This chapter is going to look at the objective achievements, the main findings and the limitations.  

5.2  Objective Achievements 

The objectives for this study that were set out at the start were:  To see if parents and police officers were for or against the new law of not being able to use physical punishment on a child. To explore other options other than the criminalisation of parents, and finally to identify the impacts of criminalising parents for both the parent and the child. 

The objectives were met by conducting a survey that was distributed via social media.  The first objective was achieved by asking in the survey if parents should be criminalised for using physical punishment on a child.  By asking this question it enabled a percentage of respondents who agreed with this which was 39% of the participants.  The second objective was achieved by asking the participants in the survey for other solutions other than criminalising parents, who have responded with some ideas.  Finally, the third objective was met in the survey where the participants thoughts on what the impacts would be if a parent is criminalised.  

5.3  Main Findings
From reviewing the results from the primary survey, it is fair to say that the majority of the participants (61%) do not agree with parents being criminalised for using physical punishment on a child.   This does not support the secondary data in the literature review where Mosely (2020), states that in a Welsh survey that was carried out in 2018, 81% of the respondents said that smacking a child was unacceptable and that people should be criminalised if this is carried out.  When comparing these two sets of data, it would be apparent that the secondary data was conducted in 2018 which was 4 years before this law came into place.  The primary data, therefore, has stated that more people are against criminalisation, this could be because it is now more relevant and has possibly made parents more anxious that they could gain a criminal record.  

Along with this, the primary research has indicated that people do believe that there are other options other than to criminalise parents.  Respondents have suggested that an educational course would be a good solution for first time offenders.  This would be a positive idea; however, this would have to depend on the level of the assault that has taken place.  It would not be suitable to send someone on an educational course if they have caused GBH injuries.  On the other hand, for a low-level assault, an educational course could help prevent any further incidents for parents.   Comparing this data to the literature review where Bassam (2018) believes by educating offending parents in more depth then, this could potentially wipe out physical punishment if theses courses were put into place, there would however need to be some sort of consequences for the parents if they were not to turn up to the course. 

Lastly, the primary study has looked at the impacts that are likely to occur if the parents are criminalised.  The study identified that employment for parents would have an impact on both parent and child.  This is supported by Rogers (2022) in the literature review, where he has stated that by criminalising parents this will have an impact on the parents employment prospects which will also effect the child.   Furthermore, health, stress, poor relationships between parent and child, and also the child being removed from the family home will also be significant impacts on the child.  There is a gap in the literature on the impacts this law will cause on families.  This could be due to the fact that it is a relatively new law.  There needs to be more awareness of this for the parents to be able to see that the impacts are more than just a criminal record, they have a knock-on effect to these additional impacts. 

5.4  Recommendations 

With this law still being relatively new to Wales, it would appear that the majority of people are definitely aware of the law, therefore, there should not be the issue or parents/carers declaring that they were not aware of it.   The primary survey suggest that the opinion is that children should have the same rights as adults in relation to assault, however, they do not agree that parents should be criminalised.
5.5 Recommendation one: Educating parents. 

Opinions of the public that have surfaced from the survey suggest that educating parents on discipline rather than criminalisation would be more suitable, and to only go that far should this become a regular occurrence from that parent if they are not learning from the education they were receiving.  


5.6  Recommendation two: Educating children.

From opinions taken from the survey, the suggestion is to also make sure children are educated on this law.  This will help children feel comfortable to report an incident or to get someone to report it for them.  This will also aid children learn how to behave when they become parents themselves, therefore preventing incidents in the future.  


5.7 Limitations.

 The limitations that have been identified in this study are, the word count.  8,000 words can be a limitation to be able to look at all the complications and benefits in this study, however, with good planning it is achievable as it has been in this dissertation.   Along with this is the deadlines that have to be adhered too, especially in terms of distributing the survey.  Furthermore, due to the law coming into effect in 2022 in Wales and the fact that England do not have this law, has led to there being a lack of academic research.  Finally, due to the fact this study has not included victims or offenders, this would have been crucial opinions to have in this study.  

5.8 Conclusion.

In conclusion, from studying the academic research, for example where Stewart-Tufescu (2023) believes that physical punishment has no positive long-term outcome for a child and will include a range of adverse effects on a child that will carry on into adulthood.  If this is compared alongside the results from the primary research, it would seem that the majority are of the opinion that the abolition of physical punishment on children is indeed beneficial for all children, however, it is also agreed that this does set challenges that will have a negative effect on children too, such as, employment for parents who end up being criminalised.  Nonetheless, the opinions also state that the benefits outweigh the problem of employment.  Benefits that include, better mental health of children, less injuries and parents becoming better role models for their children.  
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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project:      
   
 

	NAME:  Joanna Heard

	STUDENT ID No.: 2031314

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

Should Child Chastisement be a criminal offence in Wales?

INTRODUCTION:

The Welsh Government explains that child chastisement is illegal in Wales.  Any type of physical chastisement by any person whether it is a parent, carer or guardian of any sort could result in that person getting a criminal record.  This is to ensure that children’s rights are protected and that they are getting equal rights as any adult who is also assaulted.  This law also applies to any visitors to Wales as well.  Welsh Government (2023). 

This dissertation will look into the advantages and disadvantages in criminalising parents and the impacts that it could bring to them and the family.  Or to see whether there is a better solution to aid parents through the journey of teaching their children the difference between right and wrong rather than physical chastisement. 

Shner (2018) suggests that children do not get their voices heard and can be at a disadvantage as they undergo injustice.  Children immensely depend on adults for most aspects of their life but should have rights like other human beings.  (Shner, 2018)

It should then be noted that Condry, et al (2021) argue that by a family member being imprisoned or criminalised, this can cause significant negative affects on the rest of the family including the children.  These could be things like disrupted education, reduced life chances, risk of suffering from mental health and employment issues for the parents which can also result in financial problems.  (Condry, et al, 2021).




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 


This dissertation will analyse figures of parents and police officers to see if they are for or against this law.  It will also find out what impacts they believe could be an outcome for both parent and child. 

Explore other options other than criminalisation.  What impacts will these have on both parent and child and also the agencies dealing with the incidents. 

Identify the impacts of criminalising parents for both the parent and the child. 



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

This dissertation will look at government websites that set out the law, charities who work alongside children, articles and journals where research has already been carried out. 

Children in Wales (No Date) believe that by ending all physical punishment on children in Wales and by removing the defence of reasonable punishment then this will allow children protection from assault.  This will also make it easier for parents and professionals to work together as this law makes it easier to understand with no room for confusion.  Children in Wales (No Date).

The Welsh Government (2021) believe that positive parenting is the way forward.  This involves actions such as praise for good behaviour, planning ahead when parents know certain routines of the day affect their children and to be a good role model in the sense of if a child witnesses adults behaving in a certain way, then they will mirror that behaviour.  Welsh Government (2021). 

Rogers et al (2022) suggest that by this law coming into place, this will indeed create extra pressures on the agencies and the police that deal with the incidents once they have been reported.  This is due to the law creating more incidents that are able to be reported.  Although overtime it is believed that once the legislation becomes more accepted than the amount of incidents will decrease. 

Rogers et al (2022) also add that there will be other negative affects of the law by parents being arrested, prosecuted and receiving a criminal record which will also have a negative affect on the child as the parents employment could be affected which could lead to the family getting into financial difficulties.  Rogers et al (2022). 

It would seem there is an argument that ending the physical punishment is a positive impact for children but could be at a price of other negative impacts on the children such as parents having a criminal record and the challenges that that will also bring to a child.  This law also appears to have an impact on the agencies involved.  This dissertation will look at these arguments.  



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

This dissertation will carry out a questionnaire which will be distributed amongst Police Officers to gain their views from a police perspective.

This dissertation will also carry out some interviews on parents to see if they believe this law will have a positive or negative affect on a child.  



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

This dissertation will look giving out a questionnaire to police officers.  The reason for this is because they will be able to look at it from a police perspective when they are attending the calls and whether they think it’s right to criminalise parents. 

There will then be some interviews conducted with parents to look at what they believe is right from their perspectives and the impacts it would have on them and their child if they were to be criminalised. 





	ETHICAL ISSUES:

There will be no momentous ethical issues during this dissertation as there will be no personal data gained from the participants and their approval will be gained to participate. 

There will be no involvement from any victims or offenders in the research. 

All questions will also be ethical. 


	TIME SCALE:

Proposal and ethics form will be completed by 28/08/2023. 

Literature review will then be completed by 06/11/2023.

Research and planning will be completed by 18/12/2023.

Analysis of results will be completed by 05/02/2024.

Findings and conclusion will be completed by 11/03/2024.

The final dissertation will be completed by 08/04/2024. 


These dates are all set out by the University which I plan to stay within to complete the dissertation. 
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