Dissertation interview questions:
Question 1: why is your chosen area worthy of research? Explain your rationale for the topic.
· The reason for my chosen topic and the note worthiness of my research stems from my personal experience with testing both as a pupil where throughout school I had struggled with the pressures of exams to my time as a trainee teacher where on placement you noticed that some of the children in my class were struggling with the pressure of the national testing. upon further investigation, I had found that other teachers and practioners felt similarly regarding testing, who not only feel that children as a majority feel pressured by the build up to exams but the children who struggle in the core three subjects struggle even more so. 
· Those children who struggled were proficient in other areas of the curriculum but were not assessed on their capabilities in these other areas as, the national tests only focus on subjects such as Maths, English and science, leaving the more expressive arts and humanities to be looked over. 
· This not only fails to show how gifted children are in more creative areas but puts children under a greater deal of stress, as the build up to testing plays a toll on the mental health of children in both the primary and secondary school sectors with secondary schools struggling with their GCSEs according to an article from the independent in 2017, where reporter Racheal Pells discusses the increase in mental health issues in young people from increases in difficulty from exams (Pells, 2017).
· Despite this, Prof. Graham Donaldson aims to include this form of assessment as well as more formative means of assessment in the new Welsh curriculum, where he believes that the effective learning can be achieved through the balance of both forms of assessment as he says “Effective teaching and learning requires a deep and secure understanding of the curriculum and of the roles of both formative and summative assessment together” (Donaldson, 2015).
· The research I undertook was to confirm whether Prof. Donaldson was correct in his inclusion of summative assessment within the new curriculum and from this determine an opinion on testing to the see the effectiveness of testing compared to the childs well-being.

Question 2: summarise your findings.
In order to gather more well-rounded data to my chosen topic, I split the research document into three chapters, the first being the differences between formative and summative assessment, the second discussing the well-being of the child and the third addressing the results from testing both on a more local scale and international.
For the first chapter, I had looked to the key differences between formative and summative assessment, where formative is used more in class as a form of on the spot assessment of a child’s understanding through such techniques such as Assessment for Learning (AFL) which are assessment methods used during lessons which tests understanding through such examples as lollypop sticks (Maldonado and Raymond-Watson, 2017). This is largely supported by Paul Black and Dylan Wiliam who’s research is heavily involved with the new curriculum for wales, Black and Wiliam both believe that the both the feedback of the child and the teacher is crucial to shape future learning (Black and Wiliam, 1998). I looked to the research of David Didou who critically assesses Black and Wiliam’ research into formative assessment as he believes "there is no meaningful way to assess what pupils have learnt during the lesson" (Didou, 2014). Despite  this there seemed to be more in favour of formative assessment, which cannot be said for summative assessment as the majority of research found for summative assessment seemed to be opposed the use of methods such as testing, primarily highlighting the issues of child mental health which was discussed at greater length in the second chapter.
I felt it appropriate to discuss the well-being and mental health of the child with regards to testing, as this seemed to be the prominent issues for practioners in both primary and secondary school, as focus for this chapter was primarily revolved around a survey undertaken by the National Education union (2018)  which over 1200 teachers and practitioners had participated. The comments of the survey from these teachers reinforces the concern of stress on children’s well-being, as this is further supported by such researchers such as Phil Race who believes that children who are being assessed via testing can lose motivation to studying while waiting for results. He also discusses how children begin to doubt themselves with regards to their abilities in subjects where Race states how children “confirm their own prejudices” (Race, 1996), this does tie to the majority of comments made on the survey by these practioners and even though there are initiatives and scheme put in place but schools and agencies such as the NSPCC which aim to mitigate the effects on the mental health of children however there this an alarming number of news reports and journals that highlight this pressing issue with regards to testing. this research suggests that testing is more of an issue due to the well-being of children being at risk.
The third chapter discussed the results of secondary school testing such as GCSEs and the international testing system PISA which tests participating countries in three areas of learning, maths, reading and science. From this, I looked to how the UK performed in the PISA tests and decided to see if broken down into separate results in wales, Scotland and England show the most improvement and/or decline in the overall score of the PISA test, I did this by comparing the results of GCSEs and National 5 results and what I had found is that between 2009 and 2018, results have increased in maths, English and science showing that despite the increase in difficulty and quantity with exams, results are showing improvements. From this, I also compared the PISA results of the UK to china and Finland which both have reformed their curriculums for a more child focused purpose and results show that Finland have dropped in recent years. This chapter shows that testing is producing positive results despite the affect on children and young people.
Looking back to Donaldson’s aim to integrate both forms of assessment into the welsh curriculum, it would be required to use formative to provide feedback to children instantly during class for further development, providing constant development in the child’s learning which will help when facing testing towards the end of term/year, which motivates children to continue developing their understanding and would mitigate the effects on child mental health. 
Question 3:
Part A: if you were required to carry out primary research on your topic, what methodology would you have used? Why?
If primary research was to be carried out for this research document would primarily involve an online questionnaire however, interviews with teachers would also be used, the reasoning for these methods would be firstly regarding the questionnaire, this form of data gathering can collect a large quantity of data in a relatively short amount of time. by contacting schools, I have connections in from either placements or volunteering work, which from there can be shared and completed by several staff members within each school. the use of an online questionnaire is that it is more convenient for teachers to submit the questionnaire online as they can complete it from numerous devices without worry of losing the material. Although qualitive research can be gathered through quality questioning in questionnaires, the use of interviews with teachers would provide more in depth information regarding the subject, additionally, within an interview, certain questions may prompt new questioning that may not be have been originally planned to further develop responses, such examples maybe, that a teacher may have taught abroad, that may lead myself to question testing abroad. The focus of these two forms of primary research would be the experiences of the teachers who have prepared children for tests, where I would have interviewed 5 teachers, each from a different school in the county. Similarly, to the interviews, the questionnaires would be distributed to the aforementioned schools and I would request to the head teachers of each school to share the link to the online questionnaire to all the teaching and support staff members who prepare and oversee the national testing and GCSEs.
Part B: what would have been the ethical considerations?
There are numerous ethical considerations to consider with regards to both forms of data gathering as firstly, I must consider the anonymity of the participants when undertaking the questionnaire and interviews as their sensitive information is protected by the data protection act (2018), which in addition to information such as their names, location and so on, their opinions and responses are also protected by this legislation therefore, such information must be sorted in a secure location such as a secure hard drive or password protected computer or server. Another ethical consideration is the payment for participating, if the participants we offered compensation for their responses, then I would be required by the ethics form to fulfil this payment. People have the right to not participate and/ or withdrew their responses and all considerations mentioned are enforced through an ethics form which legally binds myself to adhere and acknowledge the rights of the particpants. 
Question 4: what are the strengths and weaknesses of your study?
This research document has many strengths and weaknesses to its research and presentation, where firstly the main strengths of this document is firstly Its relevance to the current situation of education in wales with regards to the new curriculum. Additionally, I feel that the links made between chapters to further support points made in said chapters help cement my answer with regards to answering the question I asked at the beginning of the document.
However, I feel that there were also areas of improvement in my document ,where I could have further discussed the areas of summative assessment in both chapter one and two by discussing other forms of assessment such as observations where children present their work to the class and teacher. This could have led to discussion on the practice of this method of assessment and its impact on a child when presenting their work and discussing the methods of helping children develop the communication skills to deliver their work as presentations. Additionally, to coincide with the questionnaire used predominantly in chapter 2, the use of primary research could have potentially strengthened or contradicting the points arisen by the questionnaire, allowing for interesting comparisons which responses from the interview would provide more in-depth responses to justify points made.
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