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[bookmark: _Toc36766841]Introduction
This assignment will give a brief about children, young people and families. In this report I will be discussing what is a child? The definitions of childhood. Key components of family and childhood life as well as childhood from historical to present days. I will also, demonstrate changes in children and their families from history to present times. This report will contain a brief understanding about policy and legislation, which changed children and family’s lives from past to present days. Also, I will be writing the impact the health and social care and child protection services providing for children, as well as, families and young people. I will be writing about services who support vulnerable children, young people and families in present times, and I will also evaluate their effectiveness in decreasing inequalities. In this report I will also, provide few recommendations for improvements and their potential impact/benefit for children, young people and families as well as few suggestions. There will be a conclusion regarding the whole report.
[bookmark: _Toc36766842]What is a child?
The common replies from different aspects, a child is an infant, an immature and a small existence who is not yet fully grown and developed. A child is a new and young person who is growing physically, socially, emotionally and cognitively. A child is someone who are still growing in the vulnerable platform of life. The UN agreement on the Rights of the Child describes a child as everyone under 18 except, "under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier"(Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, 1989). 
[bookmark: _Toc36766843]What is childhood?
Childhood is a period for children to be in school for education and at play, to develop strong, self-assured and confident with the affection, love, inspiration, help and encouragement of their family and an extended community of kind and caring grownups. Childhood is a valuable and precious period of life in which children should live free from worry and fear, protected from violence and safe from mistreatment, abuse and exploitation. Childhood also means much supplementary than just the gap between birth and the achievement of maturity and adulthood. It signifies to the condition and state of a child’s life, to the feature and quality of those years. 

[bookmark: _Toc36766844]Childhood from historical and present:
In 1830 to 1900 the life of Children living in Victorian times is nothing like childhood in present times. For the rich children there was an overpowering gist of boredom and the continues urging to be good and well-mannered with very little parent to child interaction and communication. The life of un-wealthy and poor Victorian Children was much different from the rich children. The poor kids had to work in all sort of public jobs for their families to survive. Children would be made to work at a very young age 4 or 5 years old. children had been required and expected to work for centuries before this. Children were made to work long hours every day and do physical labour. The safety of the children was not a major issue and they were required to work in grimy conditions. Their parents needed them work to contribute towards bills and living costs so, they really had no choice but to work in this filthy condition. Children were considered cheap labour and they were increasing demand for them. They were doing jobs such as, factory work, mining, servants, road sweepers, chimney sweeps, textile mills, farming, and sadly, prostitution. Children were abused and mistreated.
           [image: ]     [image: Victorian Children Chimney Sweeps]                                                                
                                              https://victorianchildren.org/ 
As time moved on the life of children were slowly improving in Victorian times the Britain populations grew and there were big differences between rich and poor people. People and Society became more aware of children and their needs and essentials. Class systems were developed. Health policy and legislation introduced to relieve poverty and to set limits on age and hours for work and education. Compulsory education by the end of the Victorian era.
The life of children in present times are a 100% improvement to what it was like in the past. Children now have a better life it is compulsory all children to attend school and gain an education. Children must attend school from the age of 3 to 15. Todays children are protected by the law and policies set by the government. In todays time it does not matter if you are wealthy or poor every child has right to education and live a better life. Now children have a safer home and environment. They have a more secure life compare to what children in the past had. Children don’t have to go work in young age and earn money to support the family. Nowadays children stayed at home do activities go on computer getting general knowledge, go on the park play football, go for swimming that helps them to stay physically fit and healthy. In current time UK Governments are becoming more aware of ECEC issues. The Education Minister assured a huge development of free, state nursery provision. The Government removed the tax on local authorities to deliver for nursery education making it flexible.

[bookmark: _Toc36766845]Changes children and families lives from historical to modern:
In past family’s household were under role of father but now everyone rights in household are equal. Children dressed more formally in the past the now children dress more casually. In the past children had less toys and play option but now there are more option to play and plenty of toys. In the past illnesses produced death's for children but now in modern days diseases can be regulated and controlled and can even cured. Its helped children to live longer live. In the past there were less education system and they had to attend class with different ages and abilities. But now in this day’s children are in one group by their same age and sometimes knowledge and understanding levels. Now they have same age children with them, so it’s helped them to understand more. In the past children specially girls were stayed home in until a certain age but in present children life is free they can go out and play, go swimming park etc. in the past children were helped in household chores and looking after their siblings but in present children they are unable do any chores because they are independent and you cant force them. In the past there were not any policy and legislation for children but now there are some policy and legislation for children to protect from abuse and neglect.



[bookmark: _Toc36766846]Policy and Legislation Children Act 1889-1989 
There are many polices and legislations in place to keep children safe. Policies including are safeguarding and child protection services.  The children charter act was first passed in 1889. This was the first time the parliament of the UK took prevention and set a law to protect children from cruelty and neglect. The act gave power for the state and local authorities to get involved for the first time in relation between children and their gradients. It also, gave the local police the authority and power to arrest any person found abusing and mistreating children. It also, gave the authorities the right to enter a home if a child was thought to be in danger. This act included strict guidelines on the employment of the children being banned and considered as a crime. This was put in place for the authorities to safeguard and make sure they are kept safe. 
Over the years the child protection act has been amended to improve and better the service to protect children. In 1989 which marks 100 years from the first ever legislation to be passed the government/parliament are still working to keep children safe.  This act has improved the way the law protect  children such as,  providing for local services for children in need and others, local community houses, to improve the policy with value to children’s homes, voluntary houses and voluntary organisations, to create provision with respect and value to fostering, and child caring and day care for young children and adoption. And many other services related to children (legislation.gov.uk).

[bookmark: _Toc36766847]Safeguarding: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Safeguarding is a procedure of protecting children from mistreatment, abuse or neglect, stopping impairment of their health and growth and confirming they are developing in situations reliable with the provision of safe, protected, harmless and effective care that allows children to have the best and optimum life possibilities and chances and proceed to adulthood successfully. Safeguarding policy protect children from Injury, damages, accident, Illness, diseases, bullying, mistreatment, misuse, discrimination, abuse and neglects. They are making sure that all services take responsibility to allow all children to have the best results in life(NSPCC).
[bookmark: _Toc36766848]Child protection/Health and social services impact on children: 
Some children have a big risk of mistreatment, abuse and neglect. Child protection and social health services started to stop children suffering or being possible to hurt and significant injury. Also, many other obstacles can exist for some children with value to knowing or revealing it. The child protection and social services are dedicated to anti-discriminatory practice and acknowledge children’s different conditions. The services guarantee that all child have the similar protection, despite any obstacle’s children might face. The services give exclusive thought to children who:  • Have special needs and/ or disabilities. Some young carers  might endure discrimination because of their race, ethnicity, trust and belief or no trust , gender identification, age, sexuality, paternity /pregnancy, marriage/social partnership, have English as an extra language, are recognized to be living in problematic circumstances such as, temporary housing or where there are factors such as core abusee or domestic violence, are at possibility risk of FGM (female genital cutting), sexual abuse, forced marriage, or radicalization, Are asylum protection seekers (legislation.gov.uk).
[bookmark: _Hlk36765210]In September 2014, there has been a new scheme created for evaluating and helping children and young people aged 0 – 25 who scheme will not relieve existing declarations have Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). This of special education needs, but it will be consumed for latest circumstances. Children might be given opportunities in school the SEND support and if that does not meet their requirements, they may be required to undertake an Education Health and Care assessment.  These offered scheme are arranged by the local services and would help to confirm that there is co-ordination among the agencies conference children’s different education, wellbeing, health and social care needs. all Children have a right to the access services set out in their plan. 

[bookmark: _Toc36766849]Vulnerable children and Recommendation/Suggestion:
Children’s Services is in charge for supporting, defending and protecting vulnerable children. This include delivering children and their families with additional help, and where they are at risk of injury and harm. Also, Children’s Services taking good steps to confirm that children are kept safe.  The goal of the rule about Children’s Services is that, anywhere possible, children be upbringing by their families, with parents and playing a responsible part in upbringing them except this should place the child at risk of injury and harm,  they also, delivering support without involving the law unless a child is at risk of harm (frg.org.uk).
My suggestion and recommendation to improve the services to help protect children and to confirm the effective results in security, durability, and safety for children and their families, children services should improve the quality of their settings, programmes, practices, and facilities. They should employ more employee to looked after vulnerable children in effective way. There are many things that they can improve for children, young people and families. Also, Government should provide more funds, so the services can employ more staff and better facilities. The funds can be used to get to vulnerable children quicker as more staff means more care and the ability to reach the children being abused and neglected. Also, they can deliver including retaining a technical approach, describing things in a way that can be understand, measuring, they can improve the outcomes of the services co-operating with other services and agencies. The services can also, improve performing reviews what they do, and maintaining quality of professional managing in a more effective way. 
[bookmark: _Toc36766850]Conclusion:
From this report I have concluded that, Childhood is an important period for children to be in education, to play, developed strongly, self-confident and with love, help and encouragement of their family. Also, concluded how childhood changes from historical to present. In the past children life was more difficult then now. Those time there were less education system for children and there was not any child protection act to protect children from abuse and neglect. But now there are many polices and legislations in place to keep children safe. Policies including are safeguarding and child protection services.  In 1889 the children charter act was first passed. This was the first time the parliament of the UK set a law to protect children from abuse and neglect. In September 2014, there has been a new rule created for helping children and young people aged 0 – 25 who scheme will not relieve existing declarations have Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). Children’s Services is defending and protecting vulnerable children. They are delivering children and their families with additional help, and where they are at risk of injury and harm.
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