Discuss the nature of God’s revelation to Muhammad
The nature of God’s revelations to Muhammad are significant due to the ideas that they reveal, such as it gives ideas on the context of punishment, law, personal and many other ideas. I will be focusing on the revelations that are revealed through the context of the first revelation. Then, I will discuss the nature of God’s revelation to Muhammad in the Necklace, and the revelation in The Night Journey, I will be discussing that I find has fundemental importance is the revelation revealed when Muhammad goes on the journey. I will be focusing on the context and the importance of these revelations.
                 The significance of Muhammad’s first revelation from God is essentially the beginning of Islam and Muhammad’s realisation of being the Prophet. The first revelation was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad in the month of Ramadan. ‘Ramadan was the traditional month of retreat, and it was one night towards the end of Ramadan, in his fortieth year, when he was alone in the cave, that there came to him an Angel in the form of a man.’[footnoteRef:1] The cave that Muhammad was on was Mount Hira, which was close to Mecca. Before his first revelation Muhammad would have ‘true visions’[footnoteRef:2] when he slept, which led him to retreat to the cave to retreat spiritually and to meditate. However, at the end of Ramadan, Muhammad had a visit from the angel, Gabriel. Gabriel told Muhammad to recite, however Muhammad was illiterate and told Gabriel that he could not. So, for Muhammad to repeat "the Angel took me and whelmed me in his embrace until he had reached the limit of mine endurance. Then he released me and said: 'Recite!' I said: 'I am not a reciter'.[footnoteRef:3] To which Gabriel after his third attempt to get Muhammad to re-say the passage said to him, Gabriel held Muhammad again and Muhammad miracurosily recited the passage, which was ‘Recite in the name ofthy Lord who created! He createth man from a clot of blood. Recite; and thy Lord is the Most Bountiful, He who hath taught by the pen, taught man what he knew not.?’[footnoteRef:4]. Muhammad then said ‘it was as though the words were written on my heart’[footnoteRef:5], this could suggest from then God’s word is always with Muhammad and there is a permanent love and loyalty to God. Due to this, Muhammad was afraid he was possessed, so he ran down the mountain. As descending the mountain, Gabriel mentions that ‘0 Muhammad, thou art the Messenger of God, and I am Gabriel.’[footnoteRef:6]Which shows that Muhammad had clarification that he is the prophet and to share the message of God. After returning home he was reassured by his wife, Khadijah and her cousin, Waraqah. Following from the reassurances from family, then ‘followed by a reassurance from Heaven in the form of a second Revelation’[footnoteRef:7], which further gives confirmation of his prophet-hood. The nature of the first revelation is the confirmation of Muhammad being the chosen Prophet. However, it gives further inclination of God’s knowledge and power as in the Qur’an it says that God ‘taught man what he did know’[footnoteRef:8], which suggests that God gives believers guidance and knowledge. [1:  Lings Martin, Muhammad: His Life based on the Earliest Sources, (George Allen and Unwin, 1983). Page 43.]  [2:  Lings Martin, Muhammad: His Life based on the Earliest Sources, (George Allen and Unwin, 1983).]  [3:  Lings Martin, Muhammad: His Life based on the Earliest Sources, (George Allen and Unwin, 1983). Page 43]  [4:  Lings Martin, Muhammad: His Life based on the Earliest Sources, (George Allen and Unwin, 1983).]  [5:  Lings Martin, Muhammad: His Life based on the Earliest Sources, (George Allen and Unwin, 1983).]  [6:  Lings Martin, Muhammad: His Life based on the Earliest Sources, (George Allen and Unwin, 1983).]  [7:  Lings Martin, Muhammad: His Life based on the Earliest Sources, (George Allen and Unwin, 1983).]  [8:  The Qur’an, translated by M.A.S. Abdel Haleem, (Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2004). Page 428] 

       Another example of a revelation concerns A’ishah, one of Muhammad’s wives. A’ishah went on an expedition with Muhammad. A’ishah wore an onyx necklace, which unclasped and fell on the floor and she didn’t realise until later on, but A’ishah was upset as the necklace was a treasured possession as it was given to her by her mother. When she realised the necklace was missing, it was too dark to try and find the necklace. The place that they stayed had no water and the prophet only intended to stay a short while to find the necklace, however due to the darkness they made camp and waited until daylight. The place where they stayed didn’t have any water, which meant they couldn’t carry out prayer at dawn, as ‘they had no means of making their ablutions.’[footnoteRef:9] However, a verse was given to the prophet, which was earth-purification. This verse revealed that ‘If ye find not water then purify yourselves with clean earth, wiping therewith your faces and your hands.’[footnoteRef:10] The nature of the revelation to this verse gives a fundemental importance to carry out prayer and gave more guidance on prayer and further guidance for the Muslim community. In the morning and without finding the necklace they were going to carry on their expedition, but as A’ishah’s camel rose the necklace was found underneath the camel. In the next valley where they stayed, A’ishah had a race with the Prophet. This is seen as important as it makes the Prophet more human like, it goes against the stereotypes as you don’t expect the Prophet having running races. [9:  Lings Martin, Muhammad: His Life based on the Earliest Sources, (George Allen and Unwin, 1983). Page 241]  [10:  Lings Martin, Muhammad: His Life based on the Earliest Sources, (George Allen and Unwin, 1983).] 

              To follow on, A’ishah’s necklace came unclasped again and only realised as she was seated in her howdah. She went out of her howdah and went to look for her necklace, however the people apart of the expedition was ready to set off and didn’t realise that she went and left without her. When she found her necklace and went back to the camp she found that they have gone, so she waited for them to return and fell asleep. Safwan, one of the men that was apart of the expedition, was behind the other people in the expedition and as he was on his way to catch up with the others, and noticed A’ishah asleep. So, Safwan offered his camel and escorted A’ishah to the next camp, where the others were at. When the others were at the next camp they still didn’t realise that A’ishah was not there and thought she was alseep. So, when A’ishah rode into camp led by Safwan, which would end up religiously and culturally a scandal for A’ishah and trouble for Muhammad in Medina. Due to the scandal, A’ishah took ill due to the stress. Also, she realised ‘her husband was unusually laconic and unfriendly her, a departure from his usual tenderness and preoccupation to her’.[footnoteRef:11]The Prophet asked about the rumours regarding the accusation of A’ishah’s adultery, to which everyone was positive about A’ishah and didn’t believe the accusation. Through the situation, Muhammad was waiting for a revelation from God to prove the innocence of A’ishah. Muhammad went to address A’ishah about the accusation to which she denied the accusation and shortly after her denial, Muhammad had a revelation. Muhammad ‘was stretched out in his clothes...accompanied by the usual convulsion’[footnoteRef:12] and he had a revelation and was told A’ishah was innocent. Soon after Muhammad went to the Mosque and revealed the revelation said to him. Muhammad revealed  [11:  Haykal Husayn Muhammad, The life of Muhammad, (United States of America, American Trust Publications). page 322]  [12:  Haykal Husayn Muhammad, The life of Muhammad, (United States of America, American Trust Publications)  page 325] 

‘Those who brought forth this lie and spread it are some of you. However, do not regard this. O, Muhammad, as an evil. You may yet draw good therefrom. Everyone of those who spread the lie shall have his share of punishment.’[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Haykal Husayn Muhammad, The life of Muhammad, (United States of America, American Trust Publications).] 

The nature of the revelation focuses on punishment, sexual misconduct and scandal. There were specific punishments that were given to those who commit adultery, but also those who falsely accuse some one of it. As it is written that ‘as for those who accuse chaste women of adultery and then fail to provide four witnesses, strike them eighty stripes and reject their testimony ever afterwards: they are the law breakers’.[footnoteRef:14]This also gives guidance in a legalistic sense on how women should be treated and justice for the woman if she’s falsely accuse of such crime. The revelation revealed within this situation shows the relationship between specific events with Prophet and revelation in relation to the fundemental importance with family law and punishment. [14:  The Qur’an, translated by M.A.S. Abdel Haleem, (Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2004). Page 220, chapter 24, The Light.] 

          The third revelation I will discuss Muhammad’s revelation in The Night Journey. The night journey is where God allows Gabriel and Muhammad to travel from Mecca to Jerusalem and also to Heaven and back. Before travelling to the Temple in Jerusalem, Muhammad travels on a Buraq, which is similar to a horse and travels heaven and earth with Gabriel. ‘The journey made by Muhammad was from the Great Mosque to the Temple in Jerusalem’.[footnoteRef:15] The fundemental importance of the night journey is that it gives the revelation of Salat, which is the five daily prayers. Salat is associated with ‘Recitation, Tasbih (divine praise), Zakat (almsgiving), and Sabr (patience).’[footnoteRef:16] Also, Muhammad is told: [15:  "Night Journey." In The Oxford Dictionary of Islam. Ed. John L. Esposito. Oxford Islamic Studies Online. 13-Nov-2020. <http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t125/e1752>. [accessed on Thurday 12th November].
]  [16:   ‘’Salat’’. In The Oxford Dictionary of Islam. Ed. John L. Esposito. Oxford Islamic Studies Online. 13-Nov-2020. <http://oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/book/islam-9780192831934/islam-9780192831934-chapter-17?astart=98&asize=20> [accessed on 12th November].] 

‘do not be too loud in your prayer, or too quiet, but seek a middle way and say, ‘Praise belongs to God, who has no child nor partner in His rule. He is not so weak as to need a protector. Proclaim His limitless greatness!’[footnoteRef:17] [17:  The Qur’an, translated by M.A.S. Abdel Haleem, (Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2004). Page 182.
] 

The nature of the revelation is guidance given about prayer and patience, but also by praying five times a day, which will show a sense of dedication and belief in God. The revelation gives further guidance into the greatness and power of God. Also, by praying to God gives praise to God and gives and shows a sense of appreciation to God.
                   In conclusion, the nature of Muhammad’s revelations reveal guidance and knowledge to the Muslim community. The guidance given is about the laws, marriage and family, punishment, belief in God and gives sense of many other ideas also. To add to this, there is a fundemental importance with the revelations as without the revelations there wouldn’t be a sense of guidance given to the Muslim community for the development of Islam. 
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