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[bookmark: _GoBack]This assignment will be engaging in the main changes in youth justice and how it has changed since 1998 but mainly focusing on the topic of prevention within the system. The youth justice system is part of the criminal justice system that only deals with children, the main aim of this system is prevention, to try and prevent the child from re-offending and the courts must take into consideration the welfare of the offender. The criminal justice system has many agencies that work together to help within the system, this includes the police, the courts and the prison services. There are many conventions that emphasise how important it is to try and not ‘criminalise’ children. In 1998 the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 was in place and this placed all the people were working within the youth justice system to have an obligation and the duty to aim to prevent the offending of children and young people. The youth justice system deals with children and young people between the ages of 10 and 17 who commit or who are alleged to have commit an offence (Home Office, 1998). It was stated in the at that there was no simple way of preventing a child from offending and there are many factors in which led a child or young person into the life of crime. This included a child growing up within a troubled home with poor parenting and maybe a member of the family is a criminal, peer group pressure, personal issues such as drugs or alcoholism, poor housing and homelessness. These factors contribute to a child becoming aggressive and leading them into this lifestyle (Martin, 1998). There have been many changes in the criminal youth justice system since 1998 which has led to various effects in youth crime. Before the 1990’s the criminal youth justice system was very different before the act came in, they used different methods to criminalise children and young people instead of the use of prevention. Until 1998 a child under the age of 14 could be convicted of a crime in England and Wales and the prosecution services were under the impression at that age, they were mentally old enough to know what they were doing. They used a more radical approach to the behaviour of children by issuing cautions and offering community-based programmes which put them into the criminal justice system. This way of criminalising children led to a poorer outcome and led for them to re-offend. The 1998 Act came in when two 11-year-old boys murdered a toddler named James Bulger and were convicted of murder, this is when the age for criminalisation of 14 was abolished by the Criminal and Disorder Act 1998 and now the age in England Wales is 10 (East, 2016). There were also different programmes in the 80’s for prevention before the Criminal and Disorder Act 1998 was published, it is stated that the youth of today are not much different from the youth of the 80’s, the similarities stem from the lack of social issues. There was a decline in youth involvement in the 80’s there was less interaction and involvement. Nancy Reagan founded a campaign in the prevention of youth saying no it was called the ‘JUST SAY NO’ campaign, it was a youth drug prevention scheme as drugs can lead to criminality and a lot more other issue in a child's life and young people. Reagan set this up as she had heard that her friend's child had been using drugs and others had even died from them, by the end of the 80’s she had reduced the use of cocaine and marijuana usage by 7% in youth (Bellis, 20212). It can be very challenging when working with youth and preventing them from becoming criminals and being prosecuted in future needs a lot of work and needs universal and specialist intervention. It is stated that teachers have a range of powers on preventing this kind of behaviour in youth, such as disciplinary powers. There are also legal issues that teachers need to be aware of and will need addressing as pupils from the school could be involved in gangs. Although one pupil may not have actually committed the crime themselves, the individual being there has some kind of involvement and may be influenced or peer pressured into committing the crime. Intervening before this happens is important to try and tackle the problem and it becoming worse for the individual involved (GOV.UK, 2013). Previous research on prevention with youth has shown that at risk youth benefitted most from the programmes that are set out to help prevent criminalisation. It shown that all community-based interventions lowered the problem by 5% in 2016 and since then has kept dropping. Losel and Beeman (2003) stated that social skills training showed that it had positive effects on individuals who were at risk and decreased anti-social behaviour into their adolescents. Multi-modal cognitive behaviour therapy seemed to be the most effective when it came to preventing criminal behaviour in adulthood. It is stated that it Is important to intervene with youth before the trouble starts, building on an individual's strengths than their faults and problems is a good way of engaging and preventing them from committing crime. Prevention can work especially when communities come together to help one another and deal with the issue beforehand but it is said that there is not enough prevention done with already troubled youth, when you give them the opportunity beforehand to become a part of the community working with caring adults its usually very effective. Relatively the crimes are committed by young offenders who have already committed an offence who displayed serious behaviour problems from a young age. For these individuals it is said that the needs to be more intense and individualised treatment (Mendel, 2000). The process of the courts has to be dealt with appropriately and the main priority needs to be the welfare of the child, the youth court is a type of magistrate's court which deals with young people, cases in the youth court are usually dealt with three magistrates or just one district judge.it differs from adult court in many ways such as it being less formal due to their age and the public are not allowed to enter the court like they can do in adult court proceedings. The courts usually deal with burglary, anti-social behaviour and drugs in youth court but if a more serious crime has been committed it can be dealt with in crown court, they are dealt with differently in court and are called by their first name. If the individual has committed an offence and is 16 and under then a parent or guardian is meant to be present with them (GOV.UK, 2019). Unlike the 80’s where they would just give them cautions for thier behaviour there has been many programmes released to help each individual in the criminal youth justice system. Diversion programmes that divert the individual towards a better life by doing activities that the young person likes to do, this has been proven to lower offending in a person. There are also programmes that help with self-control or social competency elements are effective. The most effective programmes used behavioural and cognitive-behavioural techniques. It has also been studied that family prevention is effective, helping families who are struggling to control their children’s behaviour by intervening and helping parents by setting up a programme to help with parenting skills to suit their needs. In the 80’s they used different types of programmes like boot camps and discipline and controlled programmes that tried to scare children not to offend by showing them what can happen if they do. The research suggested that this was ineffective and caused them to re-offend. There has been research done to try and find out what methods are best for youth to help them, they received a mixture of answers back and they said that family support, youth work, mentoring, sport, art, music and gardening helped them to improve their behaviour (Ministry of Justice, 2017). There are different approaches and areas in the youth justice system to prevent youth from offending or re-offending. Family coach is a programme that gives the individual a family coach for children that are at risk of gang involvement and their families, this is an approach that is tailored to build a child’s resilience and co-operating with other agencies to ensure that the child is addressing their issues. YouThink is another programme that starts in early intervention between the ages of 8 and 17, the young people that have been referred are high risk of offending or for anti-social behaviour, this programme accepts referrals from different aspects of a child's life such as schools or Children’s Services. This provides short term advice and involvement and tries to tackle knife crime and anti-social behaviour; they also do meetings to try and bring families closer. The one that is important in Wales is the system tool Ceredigion, it is a tool created for prevention cases. A person in the youth category gets referred and then they are assessed on whether or not they are high or low risk and whether or not they are vulnerable and their well-being is where it is meant to be. It is stated that “The YOT has been working with Aberystwyth University to develop, validate and evaluate the tool. They have been tracking over 300 cases for 12 months after their involvement with the prevention service. Preliminary results show that 60% of cases are assessed as medium/high risk, which is the priority group for the YOT. The University and YOT are continuing to monitor outcomes. This includes looking at the types of interventions being offered and which are most effective”
In conclusion when considering youth crime prevention, the following should be taken into account to ensure that the welfare of the child is being undertaken such as programmes that address multiple risks are more effective than focusing on one, effective programmes state clearly what the aim and the objective is for the individual, programmes that involve bettering their education and their future are more effective, problem-solving skills which are poor in a child is linked to criminal behaviour, programmes that help with children that have already shown delinquent behaviour and to work with that issue rather than talk about adolescents is much more effective. There has also been programmes past and present within the youth justice system that have partially worked such as curfews and the D.A.R.E programme for drugs but have not been as effective. There will always be children who need help within this society but the statistics show that the amount of youths being arrested and sentenced is dropping each year. 
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