HPFY3001 Academic Survival Skills
 Reflection 2
· The best way to plan an essay.
I would read and understand the assignment clearly. Identify the topic, scope, and constraints of the essay. Generate ideas by brainstorming and conducting research. Develop the main idea to be addressed in the essay. Use a mind map to organize thoughts and ideas into a structured outline, this will help to identify the main points and subtopics. Then write the introduction Develop each section of the essay by following the mind map and research outline. Provide supporting evidence and examples to reinforce the points made. Write the conclusion. Summarize the main points of the essay and wrap up the conclusion with a final thought. Review the essay for errors. Make sure the essay is well-organized and flows logically. Read the essay aloud or have someone else read it to check for clarity. Proofread and submit the essay on or before the deadline.

· The best way to structure an essay.
I would start with an introduction to the topic and provide necessary background information. Present an outline of the argument or main idea of the essay and develop the main points of the essay in separate paragraphs. Then provide supporting evidence, examples, or analysis to reinforce the main point. I would use transition sentences to connect the ideas and arguments presented. Address any alternative viewpoints and defence to them. In the conclusion I would summarize the main points of the essay and restate and answer the essay the main essay question. I would end with references and a bibliography to properly attribute the sources used.

· [bookmark: _Int_PvIWKASt]The strengths and weaknesses of my planning and writing essays 
· And ideas to improve.
 I am yet to hand in or complete the first essay from module 2 from November 2022. I found it difficult to retain the research and lectures that were relevant then. I have also found a gap in motivation once months have gone by. However, I still have a whiteboard with the plan set out, all I need to do is DO it. The essay from Understanding Democracy module was terrible. I had left myself no time and made myself panic. I produced an unfinished essay. I am learning to give myself more space to focus and I am enjoying getting much more organized.
 





