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INTRODUCTION
This is a written course work on case study about a child and his family. He suffered abuse in his childhood as a result of his parents’ drug addiction and negligence of duty of some professionals. The policies, legislations to implement and the professionals to be involved will be analysed and evaluated followed by suitable recommendations. 

Case study
The selected case study is taken from the UWTSD Moodle page and has been summarised according to the emphasis on abuse.
Kenny lives in London with his mother Christine, stepfather Ray and two siblings Steven,6, and Bethany,4. His biological father Greg, has a history of drug addiction and abusive towards Christine who is also on drugs and prostitution. Kenny was born premature and was hospitalised for three months surviving on medications, but his mother scarcely visited him. He grew up with different carers due to his mother’s negligence. Kenny early childhood development was slow until he was moved to live with his grandmother Judy who was more caring which improved his growth. 
After divorcing Greg, Christine moved to a new flat close to his mother and lived with Kenny, but Greg kept on visiting occasionally. Christine was depressed as she struggled to stop drugs. Kenny felt lonely living with Christine and was always left alone playing with toys, but his grandma was still supportive. 
Kenny began school at four, he initially found his studies difficult but with the support of the teachers, he quickly learned to read and write and improved his skills and became a footballer. Kenny missed his grandmother when Christine relocated to live with Ray her new partner. Kenny refuses to engage in the family events as he dislikes Ray, but Christine always supported Ray to maintain peace. 
Despite all the challenges, Kenny continues his education and joined the football team. 
Kenny at age 10, hangs around with many boys who try to lure him to delinquent lifestyle. When Kenny refuses to indulge in their illicit activities they call him names. Meanwhile the local council are setting up recreational centre to engage the young boys. Christine’s concern is about Kenny’s behaviour as he approaches adolescence, she does not want him to fail in life. Christine describes Kenny as “accident, difficult, demanding and out of control” (Ganguly,2020).

Overview
The above case study describes the challenges facing a boy of 11 who is vulnerable and still forming his personality but has no decision - making capacity. He finds himself with bad friends who want to entice him to indulge in delinquent activities. He is under peer pressure and now in a state of dilemma because he has conflict with his stepfather Ray and so not happy at home. Kenny has the potentials to be successful in life, but the environment is not conducive to develop well. Kenny family status now is a cohabitating family.
Kenny’s parents Greg and Christine are drug addicts and even the mother resort to prostitution to gain money for drugs. Christine has a mental health problem of depression. She is now struggling to stop the drugs. She suffered domestic violence and emotional abuse from her previous marriage. Greg is aggressive and a drug addict. Though they are divorced he still visits them occasionally.

Kenny’s Vulnerabilities
Being described by mother as ‘accident’ indicates he was born out of unplanned pregnancy. He has disabilities due to the premature birth and had speech and walking difficulties. Neglected by mother when hospitalised for three months. Poor treatment by different carers and residential instability. The challenge of emotional deprivation coupled with domestic violence. Kenny is therefore a vulnerable child who needs help.

The theoretical perspectives 
A child
In England a child is defined as anyone who is below the age of 18 (NSPCC, 2020). This is the best definition for the case study because Kenny is 11 years old.
Cohabitating family
It is a type of family which two different partners live together with their children from previous marriage (Co-op Legal services, 2018).
Vulnerability
According to the Collins dictionary, anyone who is not strong enough and can be easily hurt physically or emotionally is vulnerable (Collins dictionary, 2019).
Children are vulnerable because of their level of strength. In general, vulnerable people are prone to abuse of any kind.
Based on the explanation above, Kenny can be considered as vulnerable because he is not capable of defending himself from those who caused harm to him and he cannot provide for himself. He has endured abuse from his parents and other people.
Abuse
Abuse is intentionally causing harm to a vulnerable person. Abuse can take many forms and can occur at any time. There are many types of abuse such as physical abuse, sexual abuse, emotional abuse, financial abuse, neglect and others (Somerset Safeguarding Board, 2017).
Kenny is exposed to community violence, neglect and many forms of child abuse.
Child Abuse
Child abuse can be explained as maltreatment by an adult to a child by causing harm like neglect, physical or emotional abuse. Mostly by a familiar person like a parent, relative or a caregiver (Holland, 2019).
Kenny encountered many types of abuse as a result of poor parenting, and so I want to emphasise on emotional abuse and neglect:

Neglect is a failure to provide the basic needs of a child like shelter, food, security, or clothing. Neglect can have effect on the mental and physical development of a child. There are different kinds of neglect such as physical, educational, medical and emotional neglect (ShielJr., 2018).  Hunger, isolation, lack of attention, poor health are all signs of neglect. Kenny was left alone by his mother at the hospital, he used to play with his toys alone, there was no secure attachment, he could not walk and talk early due to poor caring. 
Emotional or Psychological Abuse is affecting someone’s feelings by insulting, blaming or humiliating (Miles,2015). 
Low self -esteem is a sign of emotional abuse.
Kenny’s mother described him as difficult and accident, his peers called him ‘chicken’ and he had a lot of mixed feelings about Ray which might be the result of Oedipus complex (McLeod,2018). Greg’s aggressiveness created mistrust, fear and emotional harm for him as a growing child.

ANALYSIS
The process of intervention by relevant health and social care agencies
Kenny need the following Health agencies to rectify the situation:
Social Worker 
Social workers provide support to families, protect vulnerable adults and children in their difficulties. They give guidance and promote human rights by implementing appropriate policies and legislations (BASW, 2018).
 Social worker’s intervention will help Kenny to improve his life and protect him from any eminent harm or hazard.
Child Psychologist
Assess and make evaluations of circumstances to conclude the emotional treatments and give treatments and counselling to vulnerable children and parents. They can advise if parents are capable of caring for a child by assessing their mental health and counselling them to make lifestyle changes (Meier,2018). This will determine if Christine still have depression considering the two other siblings of Kenny.
General Practitioner (GP)
They focus on medical health and examine patients, report and make referrals to social services when there are concerns of abuse or neglect (National Health Services,2018).
In Kenny’s situation the GP is needed for blood test or vital sign to check if he is involved in drugs or any sign of abuse from the father.
Police Force
For safeguarding, welfare of children, and ensure public peace in every locality.  (Citizensadvice, 2020). They can prevent and control the criminal and abuse acts of the boys. 
A Behavioural Therapist 
They help people to overcome challenges of anti -social behaviours by encouraging them to make good choices. The behaviour therapist can help Kenny to choose good friends. Christine as a mother can benefit from this therapy for her depression
(Holland, 2013).

The Local Authority
The local authority is legally bound to remove a child from his home and provide a safe place if they suspect any danger. They have a department which caters for the 
protection of the child. Kenny’s situation can be assessed and if he is not safe, he can be placed in a safer environment.

Current Relevant Legislations
The Children and Family Act 2014
To provide protection to vulnerable children and those with special needs. It focuses on supporting single parents and highlights the importance of safeguarding and child protection system for children and families. This legislation will help Kenny’s mother who reported the case to get more help from the social services (Department for Education, 2014).
Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006
It identifies categories of people who are not allowed to work with children and vulnerable people. Employers must request for Disclosure and Barring checks when recruiting. There must be procedures in the organisations in regard to risk of harm where the child must be removed to a place of safety when abuse or danger is suspected (Department for Education and Skills, 2011). This law can prevent Kenny from harm.
Children Act 2004
This Act developed from Act 1989 gives every child in the UK the right to live safely, healthy and to succeed in life. Kenny lives in London and so he has the right to enjoy every benefit pertaining to his safety and comfort (Johnson, 2019). 
It empowers multi- agency to work together towards child protection. 

POLICIES
Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018
The responsibility of everyone working with children to contribute to the welfare of vulnerable children. Every child needs equal protection from abuse (Department for Education,2018). 
Kenny must get the necessary support from the local council in regard to child benefits.
Safeguarding Policy
Safeguarding is measures to protect vulnerable people from abuse.
Good child safeguarding policies and measures ensures the safety and wellbeing of children. Children feel comfortable and protected through proper guidance. Safeguarding policies bring people who maltreat children to be punished. Concerns of children are prioritised under the safeguarding policies (NSPCC, 2020).
Kenny is now exposed to many hazards and so this policy gives anyone who want to help him the right to act on his behalf.

Child Centred Care Approach
This policy acknowledges the child as the centre of their care by respecting their views and wishes. If Kenny is not allowed to express his views and opinions, it will be difficult to help him and so all the care plans must be tailored to his needs (Ford et al., 2018). The section 53 of Act 2004 empowers the local authorities to allow children to make choices for their services.
 
The Protection Plan for Kenny
A child protection conference which involves professionals like social services, GP, police and Kenny’s mother to create a protection plan for Kenny.
A social worker should visit the home to gather all the necessary information (Greenwich,2020). On the threshold of needs matrix, Kenny is on upper Tier 3 criteria because there are challenges with family and conflict with peers. Parental neglect and improper care. He definitely need help which many professionals must be involved to reduce the risk (Trafford council, n.d.).
ACTION PLAN: 
Risk Assessment  
To check the kind of harm being suffered by Kenny or any future risk (Avocet,2020).
Safety Assessment
It is done to check if the child needs to be rescued or needs immediate intervention from harm (Vial et al., 2020). The boys and Greg are threats to Kenny safety.
Health Assessment
To confirm the evidence of abuse and ensure that Kenny’s health is good. Kenny might be hurt both physically and emotionally (Safeguarding Board Northern Ireland, 2020).



The Common Assessment Framework Model
It is an approach to ascertain Kenny’s immediate and future needs to improve his developmental needs, family’s contribution and his environment.

Evaluation 
The hospital should have made a referral to the social services and health assessment when Kenny was born because of the mother’s lifestyle. Kenny was born premature, did not walk and talk at the right time because the drugs of the mother might have affected him. They should have arranged for health visitors to supervise his caring and inform the local authority to make a child in need plan as required by the section 17 of children Act 1989.
The school is one of the social services which contributes to the development of the child, but Kenny was not assisted when initially he was not behaving like the other children, they should have raised a concern for further treatment. Kenny’s behaviour is being channelled to delinquency; the school can introduce other extra -curricular activities to occupy the children. The school must educate the children what to do when they are in danger. Kenny’s inability to report his concerns confirms that there is no effective interaction in the school.
The responses of the agencies
The local authority and the social workers have been informed. Risk assessment has been done. The social worker has visited the family. He had a private discussion with Kenny. The social worker has involved the GP. A health assessment has been performed and a behavioural therapist referral has been booked. The police are carrying out their investigation regarding the boys’ delinquencies. The social worker has confirmed that Kenny is being abused in many ways and has requested for a child protection conference. A child protection plan is underway to improve the wellbeing of Kenny. Kenny now has a social worker monitoring him. However, nothing has been heard from the safeguarding board.

Recommendations for improvement
· Christine needs a mental health assessment.
The local authority should intervene to stop Greg from visiting them because of his aggressiveness to reduce the risk of abuse.
· Kenny needs a counsellor and a psychologist to help him to change his mood.
· I recommend Kenny should be removed from current residence to a foster care or if the grandmother will be supported financially, Kenny will feel more comfortable. He stays outside the home because of his rivalry relationship with Ray.

CONCLUSION
This report has confirmed that abuse and neglect of children has a serious effect on child development. These effects also have negative impact on the society as a whole. Parents need to acknowledge how their behaviour and negligence can influence the conduct of the child and their personality in future. Parents and care givers as well as the multidisciplinary agencies must carry out their respective roles perfectly.




















Reference List

Avocet (2020) Parenting Risk Assessments - Social Work Assessments. Available at: https://www.avocetisw.co.uk/parenting-risk-assessments.php#:~:text=A%20Parenting%20%2F%20Risk%20Assessment%20is (Accessed: 7 December 2020).
BASW (2018) What do social workers do?  Available at: https://www.basw.co.uk/resources/become-social-worker/what-do-social-workers-do#:~:text=Social%20workers%20protect%20children%20and (Accessed: 6 December 2020).
Childwelfare (2018) Safety and Risk Assessment - Child Welfare Information Gateway. Available at: https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/systemwide/assessment/family-assess/safety/ (Accessed: 25 November 2020).
Citizensadvice (2020) Child abuse - police involvement. Available at: https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/family/children-and-young-people/child-abuse/police-involvement/child-abuse-police-involvement/#:~:text=Police%20have%20a%20legal%20responsibility (Accessed 7 December 2020).
Collins dictionary (2019) Vulnerable definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary.  Available at: https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/vulnerable [Accessed :20 November 2020).
Co-op Legal services (2018) What Does Cohabiting Mean in UK? | Available at: https://www.co-oplegalservices.co.uk/media-centre/articles-may-aug-2018/what-does-cohabiting-mean/ (Accessed: 3 December 2020).
Department for Education (2014) Landmark Children and Families Act 2014 gains royal assent.  Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/landmark-children-and-families-act-2014-gains-royal-assent (Accessed: 13 December 2020).
Department for Education (2018) Working together to safeguard children. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2 (Accessed: 12 December 2020).
Department for Education and Skills (2011) Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 - Explanatory Notes.  Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/47/notes/division/2 (Accessed 16 December 2020).
Ford, K., Campbell, S., Carter, B. and Earwaker, L. (2018) The concept of child-centred care in healthcare. JBI Database of Systematic Reviews and Implementation Reports, 16(4), pp.845–851. Available at: https://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/pages/articleviewer.aspx?year=2018&issue=04000&article=00008&type=Fulltext (Accessed: 13 December 2020).
Ganguly, D. (2020) UWTSD Moodle 2020/21: Log in.  Available at: https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=7776 (Accessed: 3 December 2020).
Greenwich, R.B. of (2020) Child protection plans. Available at: https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200237/family_support_and_safeguarding_children/960/child_protection_plans (Accessed:17 December 2020).
Holland, K. (2013) Cognitive Behavioural Therapy for Depression. Available at: https://www.healthline.com/health/depression/cognitive-behavioral-therapy (Accessed:1 December 2020).
Holland, K. (2019) Recognizing Types of Child Abuse and How to Respond. Available at: https://www.healthline.com/health/mental-health/types-of-child-abuse (Accessed :1 December 2020).
Johnson, E. (2019) What is the Children’s Act 2004? | iHASCO. Available at: https://www.ihasco.co.uk/blog/entry/2508/what-is-the-childrens-act-2004#:~:text=The%20Children (Accessed: 7 December 2020).
McLeod, S. (2018) Oedipus Complex.  Available at: https://www.simplypsychology.org/oedipal-complex.html (Accessed: 6 December 2020).
Meier, K.S. (2018) What Are the Responsibilities & Duties of a Child Psychologist?   Available at: https://work.chron.com/responsibilities-duties-child-psychologist-13447.html (Accessed: 10 December 2020).
Miles, J. (2015) What Is Emotional Abuse and How to Identify It.  Available at: https://www.counselling-directory.org.uk/memberarticles/what-is-emotional-abuse-how-to-identify-it (Accessed: 10 December 2020).
National Health Services (2018) General practice (GP).  Available at: https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/doctors/roles-doctors/general-practice-gp (Accessed: 11 December 2020).
NSPCC (2020) Safeguarding children and child protection. Available at: https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection (Accessed:1December 2020).
Safeguarding Board Northern Ireland (2020) Medical Assessment of Alleged or Suspected Child Abuse. Available at: https://www.proceduresonline.com/sbni/p_medical_assess.html (Accessed:10 December 2020).
Shiel Jr., W.C. (2018) Definition of Child Neglect. Available at: https://www.medicinenet.com/child_neglect/definition.htm (Accessed: 5 December 2020).
Somerset Safeguarding Board (2017) What Is abuse? – Somerset Safeguarding Adults Board. Available at: https://ssab.safeguardingsomerset.org.uk/protecting-adults/what-is-abuse/(Accessed:14 December 2020)
Trafford council (n.d.). 1.2.2 Children in Need Framework/Thresholds for Children’s Social Care Intervention. Available at: https://www.proceduresonline.com/trafford/cs/chapters/p_framework_thresholds.html#mainContent (Accessed:15 December 2020).
Vial, A., Assink, M., Stams, G.J.J.M. and van der Put, C. (2020). Safety Assessment in Child welfare: A Comparison of Instruments. Children and Youth Services Review, 108(01907409), p.104555.


1

image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
Y Drindod Dewi Sant

University of Wales
Trinity Saint David





