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Language and Literacy in the digital age
I confirm that I have not used any AI tools in the research and creation of this assignment. I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as my own work. 
As Boris (2017) states telling stories remains one of the most influential ways of teaching and inspiring children. They go on to say that storytelling helps create connections between people and ideas. Furthermore, they build by stating that a story does not only build a connection but also builds trust and familiarity, whilst also allowing the listener to interpret the story as they see fit, making them more open to learning. Stoyle (n.d.) also agrees that storytelling has a great benefit to children. She believes that children have an innate love for stories and the magic and sense of wonder they create. She continues by saying that storytelling is unique in its ability to teach the listener about life, themselves and others. The Department of Education (2016) note the importance that storytelling has in the development of children’s literacy. They believe that storytelling helps to broaden the vocabulary of children and having that broad vocabulary makes for far more confident and competent readers. The National Literacy Trust (n.d.) acknowledges how we are now in a digital age with new technologies that are transforming the way children access reading materials with digital reading fast becoming a more important part of a child's literacy life. Being exposed to e-books and digital reading such as in the activity filmed, will demonstrate to the children how digital literacy can be used effectively. 
Analysis
[bookmark: _Int_8TIBTzPR][bookmark: _Int_KRPfVW21][bookmark: _Int_4Rg0cmjx]The book chosen by the storyteller is a very popular children’s book. Throughout the story, rhyme features heavily. The National Literacy Trust (n.d.) are of the opinion that nursery rhymes and rhymes within stories help develop language and communication skills, as well as building confidence within the children to make them more prepared for reading and writing in the future. The University of Cambridge (2023) also agrees with the importance rhyme holds. They begin by saying that parents and caregivers should begin speaking to their children in sing-song speech or rhyme from a very early age. This is due to the fact that within their very early stages of development, children learn from rhythmic information as opposed to phonetic information. Campello (2019) looks at the research carried out on this particular theory by Goswami et.al. (2011). Goswami et.al. (2011) believes that it is the rhythmic information and the emphasis on specific syllables alongside the storyteller using rise and fall in their tone which holds the key to language learning and development. Furthermore, she believes that rhythm is an aspect of languages all around the world. The strong beat structure within rhythm and rhyme is emphasised within languages globally as we are internally programmed to emphasise these whilst speaking to children. Bennett (2019) corroborates the belief that rhymes are essential to a child’s early language development. She begins by saying that rhyming provides the opportunity for children to not only develop communication and language skills, but also be the beginning of countless opportunities for open-ended play. HFL Education (n.d.) refers to open ended play as experiences that encourage exploration, creation and imagination which can also develop critical thinking skills as well as problem solving skills. Throughout the story chosen by the storyteller, there are a plethora of opportunities for further open-ended play ideas and activities. The storyteller could take the children to the woods as these are spoken about often in the story, this will give the children the chance to play and immerse themselves further into story. The National Literacy Trust (2024) agree that play has a fundamental role to play in language development. They believe that there is a direct synthesis between play and language which lead the way to the child developing effective communication skills. The storyteller can use the story to build language skills before then creating meaningful play opportunities linked to the story, as a result communication skills as a whole can be developed. Within the story the storyteller emphasised the rhymes within each part of the story, as the mouse moved from animal to animal. As this pattern continues throughout the story the children may pick up on it and as a result memorise parts of the story. Research conducted by Kiraly et.al. (2016) compares children and adults when it comes to memorising a rhyming verse from a novel. Following a series of ten days listening to the same rhyming verse, the group of children could memorise far more of the verse in comparison to their elder peers. Consequently, the children hearing stories such as the one that the storyteller has chosen, which are full of rhyme, will be easier for them to memorise. Memorising stories will allow them to access new vocabulary and broaden their understanding of that story and other stories they then either listen to or read in the future. 

During the digital story the storyteller used puppets and props when telling the story. Children can extend their language by using imaginative play and acting out stories, state help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk. (n.d.). A deeper understanding of learning occurs when learners are offered props or puppets. Surrey County Council (2024) also notes that using props, puppets or story bags captures the imagination of the listeners whilst also enriching their learning. Moreover, they state that asking the listener to retell the story becomes far easier when they have the use of props and puppets. Davis (2014) states that props can play a vital role in the child’s memory when it comes to sequencing the story and creating patterns. The storyteller uses puppets during the digital storytelling process. The listeners having access to the puppets after the conclusion of the story will allow them to piece the story together far easier and then retell the story. Furthermore, the storyteller could then provide further learning opportunities through more props or resources related to the story in question. For example, in the story read by the storyteller, the various animals live in different parts of the wood. The storyteller could set up multiple stations relating to the various parts of the wood and then encourage the learners to speak about the various areas, developing their vocabulary further and making it easier for them to retell the story. National Literacy Trust (2022) build on this further. They believe that story sacks and props don’t only have the power to spark the listeners imagination, but also make stories far more accessible to children whose first language is not that of the storyteller and neurodivergent children. They continue by saying that props and story sacks encourage communication and interactions, as well as encouraging the child to tell their own stories. The storyteller in the video uses puppets based on the animals in the story. A child who doesn’t speak English as their first language will be able to grasp the story farbe more easily by using the puppets as a reference to what the storyteller is speaking about. They could then use the puppets to either attempt to retell the story in English or in their own native language. 

Throughout the story the storyteller uses characterisation to give each character their own voice and build the relationship between the characters and the listeners. Building the relationship between the listener and the characters will allow the listener to be more empathetic towards the characters within the story. The Book Trust (n.d.a) believe that stories have a key role to play in building a child’s emotional reflection skills. By experiencing the rise and possible downfalls of characters in stories, such as the mouse in the book chosen by the storyteller, the listeners can experience a range of emotions that they may not have felt before. This can then lead on to conversations around what is right and wrong, different relationships as well as the emotions and feelings they may be experiencing. The Book Trust (n.d.b) build on this by saying that babies and toddlers start to interpret the body language and facial expressions of those around them from a very early age. So, when reading books, the storyteller can utilise characterisation to emphasise the emotions each character is feeling, this will then encourage them to then build their vocabulary surrounding how they then feel in different situations. Moreover, being able to recognise different facial expressions and tones of voice that surround various emotions such as the different ones shown in the story read by the storyteller, will further their understanding of empathy and how to approach other people experiencing certain emotions.

Lally and Valentine-French (2019) look at Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory of cognitive development. Vygotsky believed that the culture surrounding the child has a major part to play in that child’s cognitive development. He believed it is the social interaction a child has with adults and more learned peers which then build that child’s capacity to learn. For example, the child listening to the storyteller will allow them to learn vocabulary that would not have learnt if they were left to their own devices. McLeod (2022) notes Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) and the affect that Vygotsky believed this to have on a child’s ability to learn. The ZPD considers the difference between what a child can achieve independently compared to what they can achieve following encouragement and guidance from an adult. Vygotsky believes that the ZPD is where the most guidance from adults should occur, as this will eventually enable them to develop and master skills which they will then use independently. Chomsky disagrees with Vygotsky’s view on how much guidance children require when it comes to language acquisition and learning, Paris et.al. (2021) look at this in more detail. They begin by saying that Chomsky believes that children are born with an innate ability to acquire language and has named this ability The Language Acquisition Device. Whereas Vygotsky believes that children require scaffolding and guidance from adults to learn most effectively, Chomsky believes that children learn language intrinsically without the need of intervention from adults. The natural need in humans to use language means that even in the absence of what is seen as a formal language, children will develop a language or system of communication which will meet their needs. Using the story for example, some children may not be able to retell the story using the same language as the storyteller, however they may be able to retell the story in their own way, using different language and actions. Cowie (2017) looks at Skinners theory of language acquisition, which disagrees with Chomsky’s view. She states that Skinner believed that language acquisition occurred when a child was either rewarded or punished by the adult and that it was not innate in the child. For example, if an adult tells a child to shut the door or clap their hands and they do it, the adult will either praise them verbally or with an action. Skinner believed that this positive reinforcement held the key for that child then acquiring the language used within the instructions given by the adult. In the example of the story read by the storyteller questioning can be used as to what the animals are called or what may happen next as an opportunity for the storyteller to use praise as a way of the child acquiring language used within the book. 

Conclusion 
Throughout writing this assignment I researched a plethora of different sources and theorists. I found finding the sources used relatively easy as so much has been written over the years surrounding storytelling and early language acquisition. The theorists I used, although now dated, still hold a high degree of relevance today and can all still be considered. My biggest critique of the theories used is that none of them can be truly proven to be correct or not. Although Chomsky claims learning language is innate and not taught by adults and Skinner and Vygotsky argue the opposite, neither can be scientifically proven to be correct meaning that we cannot say for certain the most effective way for children to acquire language from the earliest age possible. 
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