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[bookmark: _Int_8j10t1bd][bookmark: _Int_XphnBZmD][bookmark: _Int_k3tCzwsW][bookmark: _Int_jFpqJ89w][bookmark: _Int_qgJNvan1][bookmark: _Int_KKbxYBio][bookmark: _Int_GioVGeni][bookmark: _Int_daCG7aBl][bookmark: _Int_VBwVL91q]Richard’s full name is Ricardo Leyva Muñoz Ramirez although he is infamously known as the ‘The Night Stalker.’ Ramirez was born on February 29th, 1960, in El Paso, Texas, America. And passed away June 7th, 2013, while in prison. He was an American serial killer, rapist, and burglar convicted of murdering at least 13 people in California, during his spree between 1984-1985 (Piccotti, 2023). He was known for having no sequence or otherwise known as ‘MO.’ He was sentenced to the death penalty but died by natural causes and escaped execution. According to The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica (2024), Richard was the youngest of 5 children to Mexican immigrant parents, as a child it is reported that Ramirez was exposed to a plethora of traumatic images and circumstances due to one of his cousins, Miguel. Richard endured multiple head injuries in his childhood, he also began experiencing epileptic seizures after being hit by a swing at the age of 5. Ramirez attended Thomas Jefferson High School, where he dropped out in Ninth grade to pursue his career in crime. (Piccotti, 2023). When Richard was 14 years old, he was charged with marijuana possession in 1977, when he soon moved to California and his crimes progressed to burglary to afford his cocaine addiction and cultivated an interest in satanism. According to Piccotti (2023), then at 17, he was arrested twice in Los Angeles for auto theft in 1981. When Ramirez was 20, he was arrested for auto theft again, which quickly turned to violence on June 28th. With Ramirez’s first victim 79-year-old Jennie Vincow, she was sexually assaulted, stabbed, and killed during a burglary in her home. This crucial first event then led to a year long spree of brutal murders, rapes, and robberies. Richard’s actions came to a holt on his final night of horror on August 24th, 1985, in Los Angeles, where he was arrested after being beaten by a crowd of citizens. (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2024) 


Sociological
[bookmark: _Int_HpPpQmKI][bookmark: _Int_ZFqvp4ai][bookmark: _Int_P51w5cou][bookmark: _Int_baEEjoqB][bookmark: _Int_efwS7iy2]Richard Ramirez was the youngest of 5 siblings, being in a family setting like this has multiple, possible adverse affects on the youngest sibling. Many studies have been conducted to conclude a relationship between crime and youngest siblings (Whiteman, McHale and Soli, 2011; Bullock and Dishion, 2002). According to Rakt et al (2009), the existing research shows that the criminal behaviour of siblings is strongly correlated. Siblings may commit delinquent acts together with each other (Warr, 1993). Warr (1993) also disclosed that there are 2 prominent explanations for sibling similarity in criminality; brothers and sisters learn attitudes from each other and that the correlation between the convictions of siblings is not genuine. By this Warr (1993) discussed that mutual friends might account for the behaviour that is associated with sibling criminality. This can be linked to the criminological theory of social learning by Bandura 1977, in which people learn how to behave through observing other peoples' behaviours, this was proven in the Bobo doll study conducted in 1961 (APA PsychNet, no date). 
[bookmark: _Int_hyDfTEx2][bookmark: _Int_Eyvjmv84][bookmark: _Int_b3i99HUM]According to Nicola Davies (2018), Richard was abused through brutal beatings by his father throughout his ‘disturbed’ childhood. Looking at sociological theories like social learning theory by Bandura 1973, his theory suggested that as humans' behaviour is learnt and taught through 4 key principles: attention, retention, motor reproduction, and motivation (Rumjaun and Narod, 2020). Richard Ramirez could have been susceptible to learning the wrong behaviours from his father causing his behaviour to change. According to the framework of Akers (2009), children being exposed to or enduring a pro-abuse set of family norms increases the likelihood of those children becoming violent offenders as adults. The abuse endured by Mr. Ramirez could be an explanation, according to genealogical theory, children growing up experiencing abuse can lead them to be serial killers (Acikgoz, 2023)

Biological 
[bookmark: _Int_NS1z2yzX][bookmark: _Int_aHJFOKZF][bookmark: _Int_wcbxJTK2][bookmark: _Int_3BlaRurl][bookmark: _Int_RYt5QIHZ][bookmark: _Int_67xiXJLd]If a child has experienced a head injury, they are at a severe risk of adverse behavioural outcomes (Li and Lui, 2012). As indicated by Piccotti (2023), Ramirez reportedly sustained a plethora of head injuries as a child, according to this he was struck by a heavy piece of furniture at the age of 2, which in turn caused behaviour issues. As stated in a study conducted by Williams et al. (2018), neurological effects of a brain injury tend to be amnestic and executive disorders. These include but are not limited to deficits in emotional regulation, impulsive aggression, poor decision making and lack of control over social behaviour. Within this study, it was found that personality changed occurred in 59% of those with severe brain injuries. 

[bookmark: _Int_WObhNggD][bookmark: _Int_eRPfAwEI][bookmark: _Int_mrwmf2iE][bookmark: _Int_YH4prlVM]Following on from the brain injuries that could have caused Richard to commit these crimes, apparent to Maldonado et al. (2003), Richard Ramirez began experiencing seizures and long staring spells, this was due to his diagnosis of temporal lobe epilepsy. He never received treatment for this, and it has been made clear that these seizures stopped in Mr. Ramirez’s adolescents. McIntosh and Das (2023) stated that temporal lobe epilepsy is one of the most common seizure disorders worldwide. Your temporal lobe processes memories and sounds, interprets vision, and governs speech and language (Temporal Lobe Epilepsy, 2024). Bonet et al. (2019) suggests that temporal lobe epilepsy or TLE not only affects psychopathology but changes non-pathological features of personality and behaviour, due to a proposed underlying neurobiological mechanism. Both biological explanations can be backed up by criminological theories, looking at chemical imbalances in the brain, to the likes on Raine et al. (1997). 

Psychological 
[bookmark: _Int_jIoLYD00][bookmark: _Int_EoI4JLqe][bookmark: _Int_rdIFM2DH][bookmark: _Int_rRQlusrJ][bookmark: _Int_V633tpmN][bookmark: _Int_lrhGJKSt][bookmark: _Int_fldQkQtb][bookmark: _Int_ZXq8G2AI][bookmark: _Int_bssRmnbi]Around the youthful age of 12 years old, Richard ‘Richie’ Ramirez became intensely acquainted with his cousin Mike. It has been reported that he moved in with Mike to escape the abuse from his father. (Dziemianowicz, 2024). It has been disclosed through docuseries, documentaries, and general reports said by Richard himself that Mike exposed him to a plethora of haunting images and experiences throughout Ramirez’ childhood. In the docuseries ‘Richard Ramirez: The Night Stalker Tapes,’ Richard stated that he recalled seeing a photograph of his cousin Mike holding the head of a woman he had decappitated and raped repeatedly. Richard stated, “I didn’t mind seeing all the gore and violence, it was a turn on, it was exciting.” (Dziemianowicz, 2024). According to Rivera et al. (2019), the physical effect of violence is not limited to psychological reasoning, which can result in subsequent violence on oneself or others. Acute and long-term effects of being exposed to violence have been found at all stages of life. This can be linked to Banduras social learning theory and Skinners operant conditioning theory. 
[bookmark: _Int_9o48UXo9][bookmark: _Int_tZuBqcT0][bookmark: _Int_yiGJ9SM0][bookmark: _Int_IcjvzFhZ][bookmark: _Int_mKbSQTGZ][bookmark: _Int_gHWVfQpD][bookmark: _Int_JJ0Irm5T][bookmark: _Int_Ble3nUaE][bookmark: _Int_zbEAyDvf]Leading from this, Richard Ramirez was not only exposed to images and stories. Richard also witnessed his cousin murder his wife, in a point-blank execution (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Brittannica, 2024). Children’s behavioural problems can be linked to exposure to violence such as murder, when examining the effect of behaviour would be looking at the developmental paths of the children’s behaviour prior to being exposed to violence. Violence exposure may significantly influence a child’s developmental trajectory (Stein et al., 2003). According to Eldeson (1999), children who are subject to witnessing and enduring domestic violence are at a greater risk of post traumatic stress disorder symptoms and poorer cognitive function, these symptoms pose great threat to the behaviour of the child. Assessing this, during traumatic events the central nervous system is overstimulated, this can cause long term changes to behaviour, sometimes permanent, these changes can affect social development, ability to regulate and learning (Heide and Solomon, 2006). When looking at these studies, Richard witnessing this as a young child had a massive effect on his cognitive state, possible becoming part of the reason he went on the commit those heinous crimes. This can be linked to the criminological theory of social learning by Bandura, from witnessing the homicide of his cousin's wife he could have then understood that this is regular behaviour. 

Conclusion 
Thus far, the evidence suggests that it is more nurture based to the reason for Richard ‘The Night Stalker’ Ramirez behaviour causing him to commit the several murders, rapes, and burglaries. From analysing the sociological impacts that Richard endured, it is obvious that he was liable to learning that socially appropriated ‘deviant’ behaviour was acceptable. His childhood was full of abuse, exposure to violence and harsh drugs. All the factors that he was vulnerable to, studies have proven, that it could have caused the influence in his behaviour to commit those crimes. Psychological impacts also had a social aspect too, from the trauma induced from watching his cousin kill his wife to being open to the multiple pictures and stories of his cousins past criminal experiences. Having looked at studies explained throughout my essay; nurture is the bigger part of Richard’s explanation rather than nature. Nature does however still play a part in the explanation to his behaviour, looking at the biological aspects of Richard’s brain, he sustained multiple head injuries and also had frontal lobe epilepsy as a result. Studies have proven that head injuries when that severe have a damaging impact on behaviour, along with the studies proving that frontal lobe epilepsy does too. 


