Presentation 

Part 1 

Hi thank you for listening to my presentation today. I am going to start off with a 5 minute reflection about the John Muir reward. 

Discover 

The place I have chosen to base my John Muir scrapbook on is a beach called Caswell Bay as this is a place, I have grown up visiting and I have gained so many amazing memories there with family and friends. Growing up in Swansea I have been lucky enough to be surrounded by so many scenic places, Caswell Bay being one of many. Caswell bay is located in the Gower and has always been somewhere I am able to go to either go on a walk with my family and dogs or to spend a sunny summers day on the beach with friends. I now also use the beach as a personal safe place I can go to make myself feel better after having a hard day, it helps massively with my mental health and well-being.  

TALK ABOUT WILF AND BRYN 

Caswell Bay also has one of the most friendly and welcoming cafes' and this is how the community has such a family feeling because it is so welcoming and allows everyone to feel a part of their community. Around one of the cliffs' surrounding Caswell Bay is another local beach in Swansea called Langland Bay where I also enjoy walking between the two beaches by using the walking route over the cliffs. Between the two beaches are many rockpools which I find so fascinating and love seeing all the different types of wildlife living there. NAME ANIMALS ON POWERPOINT WHAT LIVES IN ROCKPOOLS.  

Explore 

I have been going to Caswell Bay since I was a little girl, I go with family, friends, school trips and sometimes just on my own. Since I have been going there, I have always been inspired by all the amazing colours and textures of the beach including the different colour shells, pebbles and sea creatures and the feel of the sand and the sea water beneath my feet.

Going to Caswell and seeing all the different colours and textures has inspired me to start doodling and sketching. Although this isn’t my strongest skills, I find it therapeutic and relaxing to be able to draw some of the amazing views I have seen. 

Going back to Caswell Bay and hearing the sound of the waves and the birds, brings back the happiest memories from my childhood. When I have recently explored the area of the beach, I have noticed how bits of litter have been left on the sand, which I picked up and placed in the bin as this can have a negative effect on the environment. Whilst walking over the cliffs between Caswell and Langland Bay, there are many different types of wildlife creatures that I have spotted such as bees, ladybirds, butterflies, and hoverflies.
These insects help make the coastal path bloom and blossom which makes the area more inviting for people to visit. I enjoy exploring Caswell during different times in the day as you may find more animals come out when it is darker and quieter. 

Conserve 
Caswell Bay is a family friendly beach that is a safe place with lifeguards on duty to ensure all individuals are always protected. However, there is still the problem of plastic pollution in water as well as general litter which also makes the area unsafe on times to people who visit the beach as well as having a huge impact on the wildlife in the area. The importance of having clear seas is vital as it ensures all individuals who enter the sea and also the wildlife living in the sea are safe. Having unsafe water hinders the beauty of the area. To help prevent plastic pollution and general litter on our beaches, litter picking is something everyone could do to help and do their bit to save and preserve our beaches. Sea animals dying from consuming or getting trapped in litter is worrying and it needs to stop! By stopping litter from going into the sea it prevents any toxins going into the water and affecting sea animals. Majority of fish being caught for human consumption now contains plastic. This can be prevented if we all do our bit by litter picking. 


Share 
To ensure I can help preserve beaches and other parts of the environment I will do my part by encouraging others to litter pick and will organise a litter pick for local beaches. To do this I will make a poster to spread the word and ensure everyone is aware of the impact they will make from attending. I will take this poster into work with me to spread the word to children and ensure they understand how important the message is behind the local litter pick. I believe it is crucial for children to understand the importance of helping to save our planet and for them to learn about sustainability as they are the future generation. 

Reflection 
On reflection on my journey of completing the John Muir award, I will continue to encourage people to do their bit by always taking their litter home from the beach with them and prevent litter from hurting wildlife and sea creatures. I will also carry on with regular local litter picks in all beaches around Swansea to help save our environment. 

Part 2 

I am now moving on from part 1 of my presentation to part 2. 

John Muir was brought up in a place east of Edinburgh called Dunbar. Muir developed an early interest for places in the wild. At the age of 10, he emigrated to the United States of America with his family. Nature fascinated him in many ways growing an interest in things ranging from mounting ranges to mosquitoes and he recognised that all parts of life are connected in some way (John Muir Trust, n.d.). Due to being so passionate about wildlife and places, it led to him having a life-long mission to protect them. Muir’s writings helped others understand the significance of wildness and he inspired the making of the world’s first ever national park system (John Muir Trust, n.d.). 

Muir founded the Sierra Club on May 28, 1892. This is an organisation dedicated to protecting and looking after the environment. Muir served as the Sierra Club’s first president and held this position until he died in 1914 (Britannica, 2023). During his time as president, to protect Yosemite and Sierra Nevada, Muir and the Sierra Club brawled in many battles and the most intense battle of all was the campaign to avoid damming of the Hetch Hetchy Valley within Yosemite National Park (Wood, 2019).

Later in life, Muir turned his passion into writing more seriously, he published 300 articles and 10 books that narrated his travels, illustrated and explained his naturalist philosophy and believed that everyone should “Climb the mountains and get their good tidings” (Wood, 2019). 

The John Muir Award is an environmental aware scheme which is based on wild places. It helps support people care for and enjoy nature, the natural environment and landscapes, all different types of wild places. It achieves this by having a structured but adaptable scheme, the award is for everyone, people from all backgrounds like families, individuals, and groups. It is a non-competitive award and ensures all are included and it is accessible (John Muir Trust, 2019).

The John Muir Award has shown achievement in ensuring it is appealing to young people from a wide range of different backgrounds. In the award physical activity is inherent to some degree. Subjective evidence also proposes that participation in the award can promote confidence and self-esteem that are both components of having good well-being and mental health and are known to be related to making healthy choices throughout life (Mitchell and Shaw, n.d.).  However, there is no official evidence out there to prove the aware contributes to participants health and well-being or if it accomplishes success in increasing individuals’ passion for being outdoors in the longer term (Mitchell and Shaw, n.d.). 

Although John Muir as seen for these outstanding achievements with the Sierra Club, some people may not have heard about him because of the opinions that other have about Muir. The co-founder of the Sierra Club, Michael Brune, believed that some of Muirs opinions and actions hurt many native people and also people of colour who came into contact with the Sierra Club (Clyton, 2020). Brune stated “Muir made derogatory comments about black people and indigenous peoples that drew on deeply harmful racist stereotypes, though his views evolved later in life” (Tompkins, 2020). However, many others indicted that Brune was being unfair by using the ‘purity test’ to Muir and that he is ‘smearing a great individual by guilt association’. Kim Stanley Robinson, who was a Sierra Club member responded to Brune’s statement by stating that Muir was not a racist and he was in fact a tolerant and generous figure of his time and was worthy of respect both now and then (Nijhuis, 2021). 

Sustainable development requires an integrated approach that takes environmental concerns into considerations as well as economic development (United Nations, 2023). Sustainability is a recent concept. The first term was put into Oxford English Dictionary in 1965. In the 1970s there was not many books that contained the word ‘sustainability’. However, in the last decade, sustainability is now in the title on 10,000 books (Bascope, Perasso and Reiss, 2018). 

Samuelsson and Park (2017) suggest that children need opportunities to take part in high-quality early childhood education. This goal has received a high amount of support within international agreements and specifically in the goal for development of Sustainability, to ensure it can be achieved over the next 15 years. As well as the environmental benefits of children being taught about sustainability from a young age, it also allows children to have a better understanding about the world around them, to ensure they explore the ‘what if’ and ‘how’ questions. Children will start to connect with the environment and nature and develop a passion and a relationship with it, as well as understanding the importance of sustainability (King, n.d.). 

Siraj-Blatchford, Smith and Pramling Samuelsson (n.d., cited in Boyd, 2018) emphasised that the role early childhood education can play to ensure sustainable practice is undertaken and children are encouraged to be transformative is ‘a time when the groundwork of many of their fundamental values and attitudes are first put into place’. 

ESDGC stands for Education for sustainable Development and Global Citizenship, and it aims to equip people with the correct skills and knowledge to manage major challenges the world faces and its inhabitants (Welsh Government, 2012). ESDGC is about how humans do every day. It is about all the huge issues and problems the world faces every day, like global warming, climate change, environmental weakening, conflict, human rights, democracy and trade, and how these factors relate to every individual (T 2 group, n.d.). ESDGC is about attitudes, values, skills and understanding and it should not be seen as an additional subject, it is more than just a frame of knowledge (Welsh Government, 2008). It is an ethos that can be rooted throughout all schools, and it is an attitude that should be implemented, a way of life and a value (Welsh Government, 2008). 

Although there are concerns that young children may find it difficult to understanding and engage with the complex difficulties of issues linked to ESDGC and people fear that discussing the threats facing humankind may overwhelm young children (Tinney and Merriman, 2018). Elliott and Davis, and Warwick and Warwick (2013 and 2015, cited in Tinney and Merriman, 2018) believe that the philosophes and values inherent in early years pedagogy and practice are clinked closely to the underlying ethos of ESDGC.

Promoting ESDGC is a main objective of the Welsh Government. The Welsh Government has an aim to encourage and support schools to deliver opportunities for pupils and teachers to consider global issues to make the link between what is global, national, local, or personal. It also aims to advise an encourage schools to challenge children to engage in culturally diverse experiences, critically evaluate their personal attitudes and values, and to develop their skills which will help them challenge prejudice, discrimination and injustice (Estyn, 2014). 

ESDGC is a legislative component of the Welsh Primary school curriculum and is influenced by the ethos of Education for Sustainable Development and international policy to generate a more sustainable society (Tinney, 2013) Research shows that there are however some issues when it comes to staff in school settings knowing and understanding ESDGC. Practitioners wanted to have more training and resources to be able to implement ESDGC.  Staff were also cornered about having sufficient times to include ESDGC into their curriculum and knowing where they have to include ESDGC concerns. There were also some individual working in early years settings that believed that ESDGC may be a topic too sensitive and complicated for young children (Tinney, 2013).

Cudworth (2021) believed in children should always engage with natural environments. Not just to develop their motivations to learn and their mental health and wellbeing, but as an area to allow children to reconnect with nature. This means there will be a higher chance children will develop an emotional connection with a wider environment, and this can lead to developing sustainable attitudes. Fredrich Frobel also believed children should experience all characteristics of nature, not just animals and plants. He argued that one of the most effective ways children can experience nature is outdoor play. Frobel suggested, real life experiences, children discover the interrelationship of all living things. This can help them think more about the bigger questions of the environment, being climate change and sustainability (Frobel Trust, n.d.). 

However (Waite, 2011, cited in Davies and Hamilton, 2016) suggests that some people argue, the benefits to development and learning are so significant and vital that an outdoor based education on its own is not sufficient to give children a full education.

If someone is anthropocentric, it means they believe values are human-centred and that all other living things and beings are means to human ends. However, authors who are environmentally concerned, argue that anthropocentrism is morally wrong and is the problem at the root of ecological disasters (Kopina et al, 2018). However, Simar and Dogan (2021) suggest there is more research needed to reveal children’s thoughts and feelings about environmental ethnics to be able to strengthen and build ecocentric and anthropocentric understanding. 

Connectedness to nature is a perception that imitates the emotional relationship between children and the natural environment based on the theory biophilia, the innate predisposition to the natural environment. However, the biophobic perception has been ignored massively despite given its adaptive practical role, being a vital part of the concept (Olivos-Jara et al. 2020). 

Children being able to use their pupil voice is extremely important and relates to ESDGC. The majority of schools have school councils, eco committee as well as many other committees. These may be healthy school committees, fund raising and charity committees (Estyn, 2014). As stated in Article 12, UNCRC (United Nation Convention on the Rights of the Child) “Every child had the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all matters affecting them, anf to have their views considered and taken seriously. This right applies at all times, for example during immigration proceeding, housing decisions, or the child’s day to day home life”. 

Collaboration and leadership are also highly suggested to be key components in general school change and development as well as within the fields that are associated with ESDGC. Both personal actions and characteristics receive attention, for example, in the ESDGC field it is recommended that leaders usually have certain qualities like having a passion for sustainability, optimistic, systematic and integrated understanding of the world (Jackson, 2007, cited in Bennell, 2015).Leaders are also flexible, resilient, risk-takers, committed to learning by everyone and values diversity of views (Inman and Burke, 2002, Scott, 2013 cited in Bennell, 2015). 

ESDGC has not received enough research, especially in Wales even though it is now a key factor in the Revised Curriculum for Wales (Bennell, 2012). Symons (2008, cited in Bennell, 2012) noted that there are a number of areas that require more research such as finding about how schools are progressing with ESDGC, the motivation they have to incorporate sustainability and global citizenship and whether the implement of teacher training and professional development has had a positive impact.

To conclude, children understanding and learning about sustainability allows them to get a better picture about what is happening to the world and what they can do to help look after the environment. It will also allow children to build a relationship with nature alongside learning about sustainability. ESDGC is one of the Welsh government main objectives and they aim to deliver opportunities for children and schools to consider global matters. 

Thank you for listening and I hope you enjoyed my presentation. 
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