SJIE6006 – Global Perspectives on Education

1402334 - Lauren Williams 

‘Every Child has the right to an education. Primary education must be free. Secondary education must be available for every child. Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity. Richer countries must help poorer countries achieve this’ (Article 28 – UNCRC, 1989.)
From a global perspective and referring to local and global policies, critically discuss barriers to engagement in education for children in one country of your choice. Compare your finding to the situation for children in Wales.

In this essay one will be discussing the barriers to engagement in education for children in Malawi, Africa and to provide a comparison to the situation for children of Wales. The author will refer to local and global policies and refer back to Article 28 from the United Nations Convention to the Rights of the Child (UNCRC, 1989). The author will first define and discuss globalisation and the theories around globalisation and relate findings to the current theories.  
 ‘Globalisation has been in progress throughout history for example people have moved around the world in prehistoric times and it was unrecorded’ (Waters, 1995.)  People have travelled the world and made discoveries such as animals, plants, food, languages and cultures for hundreds of years and this is still on going. ‘Globalisation is a form integration of cultures; many political, economical and biological factors affect globalisation on a global scale.’ (Martell, 2007.)  Globalisation is when a number of different cultures work together to assist the issues that are happening globally, they support each other and provide global policy that all abide by.  ‘Globalisation will adapt depending on the events currently happening worldwide and the Government will meet to discuss and provide policies and procedures to ensure that the appropriate intervention is in place’ (Martell, 2007.) One would argue that this quote is linked to education as education is developing all the time and dependant on Governments political, cultural views and what is happening currently in the world relies upon how schools develop and what is in the National Curriculum. An example of this is would be that the world is becoming more digitalised and technology is developing at a fast pass, due to this factor Wales have brought in the Digital Competency Framework (DCF, 2016) to ensure that children in Wales can expand their skills and understanding in order to succeed in 21st century. 
There are two theories to Globalization, the Transformationalists Theory and the cultural theory. Transformationalists ensure that policies are in place to reinforce Human rights, war, drugs, crime, economy issues and inequality. It is seen as a global co-ordination requirement to develop policies and procedures to tackle these issues. The main aim is to adapt political, economical and social levels to ensure that all global issues are resolved. (Martell, 2017)  This theory links into education also as schools are encouraged to teach children about wars, what is right and wrong, global warming, their rights and many other topics that link into this theory.  ‘Education is required not primarily as the instrument of culture, of the source of learning, but as the key of employment the condition of all national advance and prosperity and the sole stepping stone for every class of the community to higher things’ (Sheilds, 2013, p10-11.)   This quote links into to theory and education as it is stating that culture is not required as a learning tool but it is important as it ensures that children have the knowledge, understanding and skills to succeed in the modern era.  The Education for Sustainability and Global Citizenship (ESDGC, 2008, p4) states that we need to ‘provide an education that will prepare children and young people for life in the 21st century.’
There are two types of cultural globalisation; these are known as cultural homogeneity and cultural hybridisation. 

Cultural Homogenization is much more than foreign objects and people, ‘instead cultural homogenization entails the diffusion of a way of being, from architecture, modes of dressing to eating habits, languages, philosophical ideas to cultural values and dispositions.’ (Inda & Rosaldo, 2008, p10-11.) According to (Beynon & Dunkerely, 2000) cultural homogenization argues that by promoting global media such as pop music, television and tourism, multinational organisations like McDonalds and information systems is jeopardising local cultures and traditions.  One would agree with this statement to some degree as global organisations such as McDonalds have developed their business globally and now there is branches in Wales, America, Romania, Turkey, Latvia to name a few. This could be jeopardising local traditions as this global organisation is modernising the world and local cultures could be forced to stop their own production and business, on the other hand these global organisations will be providing jobs and new opportunities, it will also build economy to the country. 

 Cultural Hybridisation is defined as ‘a process of recontextualization and meaning of re-attribution: foreign cultural imports are assigned fresh meanings within receiving culture.’ (Beynon & Dunkerely, 2000, p26)  Cultural hybridisation globalisation is setting up a link between local and global resulting in increased global options examples of this would be sharing global foods, holidays to ‘developing countries’ and world music. (Beynon & Dunkerely, 2000)   Cultural hybridisation is happening all around the world, it is common in the United Kingdom to see a number of different multi cultural restaurants and there are many opportunities to travel to other countries and developing countries.  Music is a large factor as there are many musicians that are from other parts of the world that people listen to. All of these examples increase global options for people and widens their opportunities, knowledge, understanding and skills.  Some ‘developing countries’ may not have as many opportunities to global options; the author will discuss and look into the barriers they may face further. 

Globalisation is vital to ‘developing countries’ as they are underdeveloped and need the support of wealthier countries to meet the needs of their citizens as the country can not provide the support and care needed independently. The UNCRC (1989) was developed to ensure that every child has rights and that they are protected, supported and can flourish to their full potential. (UNCRC, 1989) If the government can not meet these requirements independently, it is the governments of other countries fundamental obligation to provide the guidance and support the country needs in order to meet the needs of every child and young person. (Bobo, 2005) In order for the countries of the world to become equal, governments need to work together in order to move forward to a new world.  According to Bobo (2005,p102)

‘Only combined strength of targeted objectives if pursued rigorously  by the North could set the motions forces that would contribute significantly towards transforming international trading systems but this is not the only change that needs to take place in order to provide a balance of world wealth.’
In order to succeed, the new world needs government policies and a positive multinational approach to globalisation. (Bobo,2005) This is starting to happen across the world  as ‘polices are redeemed as an important element in the evaluation progress towards the Millennium Development Goals (MDG), Poverty, education and gender attainment goals have seen significant progress but other area’s such as maternal health, reducing diseases and attainting the environment  are seen as making less progress’  (Development and Globalisation, 2012, p8.) There are still many challenges to encounter if these goals are to be achieved worldwide, one will analyse these barriers in the following paragraphs. 
The author’s main focus will be Malawi’s education system and it will be compared to Wales’s education system.  Malawi is a country in Africa; it is on the southeast region of Africa and is bordered by Zambia, Mozambique and Tanzania. ‘In 1859, Britain gradually took control of Malawi and in 1891 Malawi was formed into the British Central African Protectorate, The British ended the slave trade in Malawi and established coffee plantations’ (Lambert, 2017, p1.)  Malawi was a protectorate country as it was a part of British Colony and has developed currently as part of the commonwealth.  A ‘protectorate country’ means that the country is dependant on a particular sovereign nation, in this case that was Britain. The sovereign nation provides the dependant country with local autonomy and some independence to resolve their issues.  (World Atlas, 2017)  Malawi abides by the UNCRC (1989) and African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child. (ACRWC, 1990), one will look into these policies in more detail. 
 ‘In 2018 the estimated population of Malawi is 19 million ranking 64th in the world but Malawi has a low population density of 129 people per square meter’ (World Population Review, 2018, p1.)  There are four cities in Malawi, the largest city is Blantyre. 
                              According to World Population Review (2018, p1)

‘Malawi is one of the least developed countries in the world with an economy centred on agriculture and a population that is mostly rural, the government depends a great deal on outside aid.’
As Malawi’s main income is from agriculture and the population is mainly rural this indicates as a huge barrier for the education sector in Malawi due to the children of Malawi helping their families with farming chores and children could have to walk up to ‘12km to school’ everyday. (Ripple Africa,2018, p1.) In order for Malawi’s education system to improve, they must overcome these barriers to ensure that global policy is met. ‘Every child has the right to education’ (UNCRC,1989, p9.) This could be argued as an advantage to Malawi that their country income is provided through agriculture as this could cover a large number of sectors and help to boost their economy. However, children in Malawi are struggling to attend education due to farming chores. According to UNICEF Malawi (2016, p1) ‘21.6% of people in Malawi aged six to twenty nine have never attended school.’  It is clearly stated in the African Charter on Rights for Children (ACRCW) (1990 , p6, article 11.) that ‘children have the right to education.’ This is not the case for every child in Malawi.  
There are many barriers to the education sector that the people of Malawi face such as ‘a lack of qualified teacher resulting in a high teacher to child ratio, inadequate classrooms and resources and poor sanitation facilities, only 23% of schools provide adequate sanitation facilities.’ (UNICEF Malawi, 2016, p1.) Primary school settings do not cost to attend but parents of children attending secondary schools will have to pay and parents can not afford this. This is not providing equal opportunities and it is not providing every child the right to education. (Ripple Africa, 2018).  In reference to Article 28 of the UNCRC(1989), children of Malawi are ‘protected from child abuse and torture’, this ensures that discipline in schools should respect the children’s dignity, as this was stated in the ARCWC(1990, article 16).  This is a good key point as this shows that the world has moved on and see’s the importance of protecting children and how children should be disciplined. 
 ‘There is a low life expectancy in the country in question and a high infant mortality rate as a result of high prevalence of HIV and Aids, 12% of the population of Malawi is suffering from HIV or Aids’ (World Population Review, 2018, p1.)   It is a horrifying statistic as that is 2 million, 280 thousand people are suffering with HIV or Aids in Malawi. It is very difficult for governments in Malawi to provide appropriate intervention to treat and prevent HIV and aids. According to Avert (2018, p1)‘stigma remains a key barrier to the process but Malawi is on track to achieve a unaids  90-90-90 targets by 2020.’ This is a positive point as it shows that the government and foreign are providing support to overcome this barrier. 
 
Another serious concern that is jeopardising the education sector is the percentage of children dropping out of education this relates back to the agricultural background. ‘58.5% of children that attend school dropout within the first four years and the national dropout rate is 10.5%’ (UNICEF Malawi, 2016, p1.)  ‘Girls are at more risk to dropping out of school than boys due to early marriage and pregnancies, boys usually drop out of school due to travelling long distances.’ (UNICEF Malawi, 2016, p1) Children must be ‘protected from sexual exploitation and sexual abuse.’ (ACRCW, 1990, Article 27.)  It is stated in their government’s policy but yet there are still many children married and pregnant at a young age, more needs to be done to ensure this does not continue, the charity Ripple Africa, provide education and pharmacies to help overcome this barrier. (Ripple Africa, 2018). 
These issues are typical for those countries situated on the southern hemisphere. On the other hand, Wales, a northern hemisphere country has fewer barriers to their education system but do have some barriers.  

Wales is a part of the United Kingdom, ‘it has a population of 3.1 million’ (Wales Population, 2018, p1), according to statistics there is ‘one hundred and forty eight people in every square kilometre’ (Wales Population, 2018, p1.) Wales is built up of various ethnic groups but ‘94% of people are British White and originate from Wales, England, Scotland and Northern Ireland’(Wales Population, 2018, p1.) 
 In Wales ‘Education is compulsory for children aged five to sixteen and 466,500 pupils attend school in Wales but only 172,000 attend higher education’(Welsh Government, 2018, p1.) As it is compulsory for children aged five to sixteen to attend schools, there are provisions in place to ensure that children can enrol in their nearest school and continuing to attend.  Provisions that are put in place include transport provided, free school meal for some in schools, family liaison officers to name a few.  Regardless of these provisions some children do not attend school on a daily basis due to sickness, holidays and other unauthorised absences.  According to the Welsh Government (2017, p1) ‘Primary schools absences have stayed the same in 2016/2017 as the previous two years.’  Although ‘Secondary schools had 5.9% overall absences and 1.4% of the absences were unauthorised’ (Welsh Government, 2017, p2.) ‘Girls have a higher overall absence than boys but unauthorised absences boys and girls were equal’ (Welsh Government, 2017, p4.)  
This is a barrier to education system as children will miss vital knowledge and skills if they are not attending school regularly, it could  indicate that there are other issues with this child such as anxiety, needs not being met at home and young carers to name a few. Professionals need to be aware and record absences in order to prevent and provide interventions to overcome these barriers.  Maslow (1943) states that children will develop to their full potential, if all their basic needs are in place.

By providing children with compulsory education is providing Wales are abiding by the UNCRC (1989) as it clearly states in article 28 that ‘Every Child has the right to an education. Primary education must be free. Secondary education must be available for every child.’
 Wales are succeeding with attendance to primary and secondary schools but more can be done to encourage students to attend university as these numbers are a lot lower. According to (Higher Education Funding Council for Wales, 2013) females in Wales are more likely to attend higher education than boys and it is shown that people living in poverty areas of Wales are very unlikely to attend higher education. Most of the universities in Wales have students from other areas of the United Kingdom enrolling. An example of this is a university in Ceredigion, ‘More than 50% of Aberystwyth’s university   students are from England’ (Higher Education Funding Council for Wales, 2013, p49.)  This shows the author that a lot more can be done to encourage those living in poverty areas to enrol in higher education and that also these people are not receiving equal opportunities. 
As a country Wales is extremely fortunate that our educational systems do not face as many barriers as poorer countries face but in some areas of Wales there are children living in poverty and this are a significant barrier to their learning. According to the Welsh Government (2017) ‘23% of Wales are living in Poverty.’  In Wales there is a lack of funding providing a shortage of teachers and teaching assistants, resources and the support the children need to reach their full potential. Another barrier the educational system in Wales faces is supporting boys to read as boys are not flourishing as well as girls.   In reference to article 28 from the UNCRC (1989) Children in Wales have the right to education, primary education is free and secondary education is available to every child, dignity is kept when disciplining children in school and educational settings are supporting poorer countries to achieve this but some educational settings in Wales are developing sustainability and global citizenship a lot better than other settings.  
In Wales the life expectancy is a considerable amount greater than to those living in Malawi; one would argued that this is because people living in Wales have a better quality of life than those in Malawi. Women living in Wales are expected to live until they are ‘eighty four’ and men are expected to live until they are ‘seventy seven years old’ (Stats Wales, 2012.)  The death rate in Malawi is high as discussed previously due to HIV and aids but in Wales HIV and aids is less common but is on the increase according to the National Health Service (NHS) (NHS, 2018.) ‘In 2008,  36% of the population had HIV or Aids, in 2018 there has been a 5% increase but is being treated’( NHS, 2018,p3.) This shows that Wales does not have to overcome the barriers that other countries face and this is why it is vital to support and teach the importance of globalisation in Wales. 
To conclude the situation in Malawi is showing some improvements but there is a long way to go and will be for many years. In comparison to Wales, they have a much greater need for knowledge, skills and support to become an independent, self supporting country but with out the worldwide support and foreign aid there would be no improvement.   Ripple Africa, is a foreign aid charity that provides Malawi with schools and pays for eighteen nursery teachers and eight primary teachers. They also set up pharmacies, schools, provide bicycles with trailers that are used for ambulances. (Ripple Africa, 2018)  It is vital that charities like Ripple Africa provide this support, as this could help improve many of Malawi’s barriers which were discussed earlier. 

 Ripple Africa stated that ‘the Government do not do enough’ (Ripple Africa, 2018,p1.)   One would agree with this as in the UNCRC (1989) and ACRWC(1990) it clearly states that ‘all children have the right to education’ but this is not the case still in Malawi. IN the ACRWC it also states that ‘children are free from abuse’ but many young girls are still victims to early marriage and pregnancy.  As one of the Sustainable development goals ‘gender equality’ is continuing to be an issue in Malawi, along with poverty.  (Sustainable Development, 2018, p1, goal 1 and 5.) In order to complete goal 6 of the sustainable development goals, Malawi need to ensure that they have clean drinking water and appropriate sanitation facilities as stated earlier most schools do not have this.  Ripple believe that it is important to aid developing countries by teaching and guiding them with ways they can develop their economy they have achieved this by encouraging the population to replant trees and to introduce bees to produce honey, providing them with the resources and produce they need to start a business and to take care of our planet. Achieving Sustainable Development goals fourteen and fifteen ‘life below water and life on land’ (Sustainable Development, 2018, p1.) 

This shows the reader how important foreign aid is to these ‘developing countries’ and why it is so important for richer countries to provide knowledge, skills and financial support to them. 

Schools need to ensure that children understand that ‘the world is unjust and unequal, only by changing and shaping the values, attitudes and behaviour of who populate it, will we succeed.’ (ESDGC, 2008, p4) By doing this will help to build up these ‘developing countries’ and to provide them with the tools they need to succeed and to support themselves in the future. 
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