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Pharmacy Services
The development of the pharmacy services in the United Kingdom have profoundly established with the nation’s social, economic and medical history. As shown by the Royal Pharmaceutical Society (n.d.), the profession through centuries, has grown from medieval apothecaries and previous chemists to an accurately inform and highly standardised healthcare service. This growth has shown the enduring issues and collaboration between medicine and science that defined the healthcare service in Britain.
Based on Society of Apothecaries (n.d.), in Britain the pharmacy can indicate origin to the medieval period, when the member of the Grocer’s company prepares and manage the sale of medicinal material. The retailer mainly deals in spices, herbs, and other important goods transported from overseas. As medical observation extended and the demands for remedies has grown, the medicinal products was started to be specialised by the group of this market, eventually combining the profession of apothecaries. Remedy advice to the public was not the only service was offered, but also multiplying and dispensing medicines. This role has led the foundations for modern pharmacy. In 1617 by the royal charter, The Worshipful Society of Apothecaries was established and marked a large milestone in professional recognition. It was separated in the Grocer’s company, and it became a legally authorised to manage their own trade, carry out standards, and continuous entry through apprenticeships. 
In the 18th century, a new group was established known as chemists and druggists. Based on the British Society for the History of Pharmacy (2024) and Royal Pharmaceutical Society (n.d.), these professionals mainly focused on preparation, compounding, and retail sale of medicinal products. Even though they provide remedies and everyday needs, the trade lacks standardisation and formal arrangement. According to the Royal Pharmaceutical Society (n.d.), the Apothecaries Act of 1815, was established licensing for apothecaries as medical practitioners, left chemists and druggists uncontrolled. After this happened, it made an encouragement with the formation of new professional identities that focusing on pharmaceutical expertise rather direct medical care.
According to British Society for the History of Pharmacy (2024), in 1841, the modern era of British pharmacy began with the establishment of the Royal Pharmaceutical Society (RPS). It was created to raise a professional standard, advertise scientific education and establish proper codes of conduct within the market. The 20th century came that brought huge changes that reformulate the pharmacist’s professional role. According to PubMed Central (2007), National Health Services (NHS) introduced a system where the doctors are the main prescribers and pharmacists managing primarily on distributing their prescriptions. Narrowing pharmacy practice function, initially reduced the pharmacist’s advisory and diagnostics roles. As NHS grow, pharmacy’s purpose also grows along the way. From the 1980’s onwards, PubMed Central (2007), also stated that the engagement of pharmacists scaling high and prevention healthcare.
Pharmacy services today function according to PubMed Central (2020), Community Pharmacy Contractual Framework (CPDF) (2019-2024) that the sector’s traditional supplying role has been expanded under them. It continuously refocuses funding and supplying towards patient-facing and prevention services. These includes the flu and COVID-19 prevention services.
Based on Health and Social Care Committee (2024), as the clinical address expanding, funding is the major challenge its facing. The House of Commons Health and Social Care Committee’s 2024 report, it found that the community of pharmacy funding has idle since 2016, that led to a widespread closure, reductions of staff and financial insecurity across the sector.
One of the pharmacy’s most significant contribution in the life of the service users is its special accessibility. As Baird B. (2025), in England’s population lives, more than 90% lives within a 20-minute walk of a community pharmacy. Health and Social Care Committee (2024) stated that UK pharmacies deliver NHS-commissioned services such as flu and COVID-19 vaccinations, has greatly enhances health outcomes.
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