Comparison of Beauty Salon Job Adverts
 Two job adverts for Beauty Therapist roles were selected from UK-based sources:
1. Career Poster – Luxury Spa & Beauty Salon, Manchester [careerposter.co.uk]
2. Foo Topia – Independent Beauty Salon, Chelsea, London (from UK Find a Job listings) [findajob.dwp.gov.uk]


Common Skills and Knowledge Across Both Adverts
1. Ability to Perform a Range of Beauty Treatments
Both job postings require competence in core salon services:
· Facials, waxing, manicures, pedicures – required by both the luxury spa role and the Chelsea independent salon.
[careerposter.co.uk], [findajob.dwp.gov.uk]
2. Strong Client Communication & Customer Service Skills
Both employers emphasise:
· Understanding clients’ needs
· Providing tailored treatment recommendations
· Maintaining positive client relationships [careerposter.co.uk], [findajob.dwp.gov.uk]

3. Knowledge of Beauty Therapy Techniques & Trends
Both adverts expect therapists to:
· Stay updated on new beauty techniques
· Demonstrate solid technical knowledge [careerposter.co.uk]
4. Professionalism & Hygiene Standards
Both roles highlight the importance of:
· Maintaining a clean workspace
· Following salon hygiene and health regulations [careerposter.co.uk], [findajob.dwp.gov.uk]
5. Ability to Work Independently and as Part of a Team
Both roles require flexibility and teamwork capability. [careerposter.co.uk]

Differences Between the Adverts
Luxury Spa (Manchester) – CareerPoster
Emphasises:
· Experience as a Beauty Therapist
· Trend awareness
· Business growth activities such as generating new opportunities [careerposter.co.uk]
Footopia Salon (Chelsea)
Focuses on:
· Newly qualified therapists welcome
· Competence in tinting and general salon duties
· Friendliness and confidence for client interaction [findajob.dwp.gov.uk]

Shared Skill Explained: Client Communication
Communication is central to delivering high‑quality beauty therapy services because:
· Client consultation is essential for understanding skin type, treatment goals, allergies, and preferences.
· Building trust directly impacts customer satisfaction and encourages repeat visits.
· Clear explanations help clients understand procedures, aftercare, and product recommendations.
· Professional communication reduces misunderstandings and improves treatment outcomes.
In beauty therapy, communication extends beyond speaking—it includes listening skills, empathy, and professionalism. Because beauty treatments are personal and often require close contact, clients must feel comfortable and understood. This makes communication one of the most crucial skills for success in any beauty salon role.


Task 2: Self‑Assessment and Evidence of Readiness (Using the SWOT Analysis)

Conducting a self‑assessment using the SWOT framework has enabled me to understand more clearly the personal qualities, skills, and development areas that relate to my readiness for a role within the beauty salon industry. This reflection helps me evaluate my current capabilities while identifying the improvements required to achieve my long‑term career aspirations.
Strengths:
My primary strengths lie in the practical and interpersonal abilities that are essential for a beauty therapist. I possess strong practical skills in delivering core treatments such as facials, waxing, manicures, pedicures, and basic massage techniques. These abilities demonstrate my technical readiness to begin working in a professional salon environment. Alongside technical skills, I also consider communication one of my strongest qualities. I am able to build rapport, listen attentively, and create a welcoming environment for clients. This is especially important in beauty therapy, where clients often value comfort, trust, and personalised care.
Creativity and attention to detail are also key strengths that support high‑quality treatment outcomes. These qualities enable me to shape brows with precision, apply detailed nail designs, and tailor treatments to individual needs. Additionally, I bring strong organisational habits to my work. I maintain a clean workspace, manage my time well, and adhere strictly to hygiene procedures, all of which support professionalism within a salon setting.
Weaknesses:
Reflecting on my weaknesses, I recognise that my limited industry experience presents a challenge. While I am confident in foundational treatment skills, I have not yet worked extensively in a real salon environment. This lack of practical exposure means that I sometimes take longer to complete treatments and occasionally need reassurance when working independently. I also find long hours of physical work challenging, and I am still developing strategies to manage the physical demands of the profession.
Another weakness is my confidence level in situations that require assertiveness or managing difficult clients. Although I communicate well in general, I sometimes hesitate when offering product recommendations or giving aftercare advice. Improving this area would help me provide a more rounded and professional client experience.
Opportunities:
There are several promising opportunities available that can help me grow in this field. The beauty and wellness industry continues to evolve, creating new avenues for training and specialisation. Opportunities to learn advanced skincare treatments, lash extensions, or massage techniques can significantly expand my skill set. My educational environment also offers workshops, masterclasses, and networking opportunities that I can use to build industry confidence.
Social media presents another opportunity to showcase my work, gain feedback, and develop a professional identity. By creating a small portfolio online, I could begin building a personal brand that may attract future clients or employers. Furthermore, the industry provides clear career progression pathways, such as becoming a senior therapist, salon manager, or educator, which motivates me to continue developing my skills.
Threats:
The main threat I have identified is the level of competition within the beauty therapy field. Many newly qualified therapists enter the industry each year, and standing out requires dedication, strong customer service, and ongoing training. Economic changes may also impact client spending habits, especially as beauty treatments are sometimes viewed as non‑essential services. Another potential threat is the rapid advancement in technology and the increasing demand for machine‑based treatments. Without continuous training, there is a risk of falling behind industry expectations.
Professional risks such as repetitive strain injuries or skin irritation from frequent product use are also considerations. These threats reinforce the importance of maintaining good posture, using protective equipment, and taking care of my physical wellbeing.
Evidence of Readiness:
Several aspects of my experience demonstrate that I am ready to begin my professional journey. My training has provided hands‑on practice in core beauty treatments, and I have consistently been praised by tutors for my attention to detail, hygiene standards, and client care. I have successfully completed assessments that required me to manage treatment timings, consult with clients, and deliver high‑quality outcomes. These experiences show my capability to work in a structured salon environment.
Extracurricular activities have also strengthened my professional skills. Participating in group projects and volunteering roles has helped me develop teamwork, leadership, and reliability. I have received positive feedback on my ability to remain calm under pressure and adapt to changing situations—qualities that are essential when working in a busy salon. Overall, my self‑assessment shows that I have a strong foundation of skills, combined with a commitment to learning and professional growth, which supports my readiness for employment in the beauty therapy field.

Task 3: Employment Goals and Personal Development plan
Based on the weaknesses identified in my SWOT analysis, I have set both short‑term and long‑term career goals to guide my professional development. These goals are designed to strengthen areas such as confidence, experience, and technical expertise, which are crucial for success in the beauty therapy industry.
Short‑Term Goals (next 6–12 months):
My first short‑term goal is to gain hands‑on experience by securing a part‑time role or internship in a local beauty salon or spa. This will help me build confidence, improve treatment timings, and become more familiar with professional procedures. Another short‑term goal is to improve my confidence when providing consultations and aftercare advice. To achieve this, I plan to observe experienced therapists, participate in communication workshops, and practise consultations with peers. I also aim to strengthen my physical stamina through regular stretching and posture training, helping me cope better with long working hours.
Long‑Term Goals (1–3 years):
My primary long‑term goal is to become a fully competent and confident Beauty Therapist working in a professional salon or spa. I also aim to pursue additional qualifications in advanced skincare or lash services, allowing me to specialise in areas with high client demand. Over time, I aspire to build a strong client base and work towards becoming a senior therapist or trainer.
Personal Development Plan:
To support these goals, I will take the following actions:
· Apply to at least five beauty salons within the next three months.
· Enrol in an advanced facial or lash extension course within the next year.
· Attend monthly workshops to improve consultation and communication skills.
· Track my progress by keeping a reflective journal after each client practice session.
· Seek regular feedback from tutors and supervisors to monitor improvements.
This development plan will help me strengthen my weaknesses, build confidence, and progress steadily toward my long‑term career ambitions.


