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Article 3 

Article 3 of the UNCRC (2010) states that all children should be at the centre of all decision making.     This article explains that when adults make decisions, they must think about how that decision is going to impact the child. According to Montgomery (2014, p.13), all children have the right to protection and provision, but they also have the right to participation. Participation is to be involved in the decision making and being consulted about the decisions that have an effect on them. This links to article 12 of having the right to be listened to. According to the Children and Young Peoples Commissioner Scotland (2019), “Adults who know individual children and young people should think about what’s best for them in their day to day lives”.  It also states that adults should make sure that all the children are protected and cared for. The Children and Young People’s Commissioner (2019), explains that “adults in positions of power should: think about what’s best for children and young people in their day to day lives when making laws”. They also explain the importance of ensuring that the children and young people are protected and cared for and to make sure that groups who protect and care for children and young people are good at what they do.


According to UNICEF (2010) The United Nation Convention of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), is an international treaty, focused on human rights and the rights of the child. This convention is made up of fifty-four articles that ensures the children’s needs are met in a holistic manner and every child is receiving the rights that they are entitled to. The UNCRC is ratified by every country in the world, except the United States of America and Somalia. The UNCRC came into force in 1992 in the United Kingdom, this is according to UNICEF (2010). According to Montgomery (2014, p.13) the UNCRC is often grouped together in three groups. These groups are called the three P’s. These are Provision, Protection and Participation.   
Article 12

Article 12 of the UNCRC (2010), states that all children have the right to give their opinions. It also states that adults should consider these thoughts and feelings carefully and take them into consideration whilst in the decision making process.  According to the Australian Children’s Education and Care Quality Authority (2016), The UNCRC states “children have a right to be active participants in all matters affecting their lives”. It also explains that “in the approved learning frameworks, agency is defined as being able to make choices and decisions to influence events and to have an impact on one’s world”. 


Article 24 and Article 27
Article 24 of the UNCRC (2010) states that all children have the right to safe water to drink, food that is nutritious, a clean and safe environment and the best health care possible. This article shares the theme with article 27. Article 27 of the UNCRC (2010) explains that all children have the right to have clothing, food, a safe environment to live and to have their basic needs met. Both articles are supported by Maslow and his theory of the Hierarchy of needs. Maslow’s theory is often displayed as a pyramid with the basic needs at the base. This theory explores the idea that the basic needs of the children, need to be met before they can move up to the next level. According to David (2014) “Maslow presented the idea that human actions are directed toward goal attainment”.



Conclusion

The United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child or the UNCRC is in place to ensure the children are having their rights respected. It is in place to ensure that no child is disadvantaged or discriminated against because of where they come from or their backgrounds. 






Article 31

Article 31 of the UNCRC (2010) express’s that all children have a right to play and rest. According to Bruner (1976, cited in Educational & Child Psychology 2009), “within early years education, play is viewed as essential for learning and development”. Children learn through play. It is because of this that the national curriculum, the Foundation Phase is play based. The Foundation Phase was established in 2015 and focus’s on meeting the child’s needs in a holistic manner. This framework ensures that all children between the ages of three and seven years, have the opportunity to learn through the use of play, whilst also having all their needs met. Montessori supports this idea, as she developed a new method of teaching. According to Montessori education (2017) explains that Montessori has a “method of education that is based on self-directed activity, hands-on learning and collaborative play”
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