

PRESSURE GROUPS
Definition:
'A Pressure Group is any organized group that does not seek power / government but looks to influence government policy.'  (Truman, 2005: 45)
Size and Type of PG:
Sizes of Pressure groups vary - e.g. R.S.P.B.850 000, 'Save Audley Campaign' (1970's) 50
Pressure groups include establishment groups e.g. Adam Smith Institute (economics)
Pressure groups also include 'anti-establishment groups e.g. Animal Liberation Front Other types include -'Sectional Groups' ie. N.U.T. / B.M.A. are concerned with a particular area 'Cause Groups' ie. CND / SPUC to promote a cause, 'Insider groups' ie. Police federation / Church of England have close links to government
'Outsider groups' i.e. CND were not consulted by government. World Wildlife Fund petitioned M.P.'s with 30 000 letters to gain 'insider status'.

Some other authorities divide Pressure Groups into Economic, Public, Attitude and intergovernmental (Trueman, 2005)

Aims: 
Pressure groups aim to affect the decisions of those in power e.g. 'Friends of John McCarthy' sought the release of Beirut hostage John McCarthy (held captive 1986 - 1991). It disbanded after he was released. Refer to 'Some Other Rainbow' by John McCarthy and Jill Morrell, about the campaign to gain his release and his captivity.
e.g. 'Friends of the Earth' (an international organization) often work with local groups to stop 'unhealthy' work going ahead.

Functions: 
(i) popular participation: i.e. anti-poll tax campaign.
(ii) Source of specialist knowledge i.e. MENCAP 
(iii) pressure groups may complement public and make sure that minority views are heard and this sees the spread of power.

BUT how representative are pressure groups?

How do Pressure Groups achieve their aims?
* Influence Ministers and civil servants into introducing legislation; influence M.P.'s e.g. David Steel 1967 Abortion Act. Steel was helped by pro-abortion pressure groups; Labour party policy was influenced by the Trade Union Council [T.U.C.] in the 1970's;
Also, the Electoral reform Society looks to get the main parties on its side;
* Legislation (Courts) i.e. WWF use the courts to claim environmental treaties are not being followed. Often court cases will not be won but the publicity can help a campaign.
* Professional lobbyists i.e. National Farmers Union use a professional lobbyist in Parliament to put their views across.

Campaigning: 
Campaigning is used to get public awareness and support. Pressure groups will often use the media and look for media exposure to highlight their case BUT media campaigns are difficult to sustain. Media campaign may include -
- Press release- newspaper adverts
- mailshots- organised campaign events
- demonstrations- professional adverts What else?

Success :
Success of pressure groups can be hard to judge i.e. was John McCarthy released because of the campaign OR government influence ? (probably a bit of both).
Also, governments may ignore extreme pressure groups and only speak to 'liberal' groups.
Essentially, the more funds/membership a pressure group has the more effective it tends to be. WWF income fell by £3 M from 1989 - 1992, as people have become less interested in the environment.

Public Attitudes to Pressure Groups: 
1. Excellent, if the pressure group reflects wide public opinion.
2. Good, if the public accept the values of the pressure group 
3. Fair, if the public ideas fluctuate
4. Indifference
5. Dislike, if it goes against trends
6. Hostility, if the group advocates violence 

Text adapted from http://websites.ntl.com/~wellclge/depts/history/module3/pres_grps.htm (Accessed 10/12)
Exercise

So how can we categorise PG to help us further understand their vital influence on the governance of the environment?  The following exercise helps us develop a further understanding of environmental pressure groups and environmental organisations so that an appreciation of the complexity of the topic can be developed.
1. In Groups of 4 and allocate responsibilities
2. Using your knowledge and the www categorise (4-6 categories) the following list by devising a set of criteria e.g. rationale, size, organisation etc.  
3. What does your choices and resultant table tell you about conservation?
Table of Environmental Pressure Groups/ Organisations

	Aardvark Recycling Ltd

Atlantic Whale Foundation

BioRegional Development Group

Blue Ventures

British wind Energy Association

BTCV

BTO

Butterfly Conservation 

C4S

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Biological Records Centre

Centre for Sustainable Energy

Countryside Council for Wales

Creative Environmental Networks

DERRA

Derbyshire Dales District Council

Dyfed Wildlife Trust

Earth Calling

EcoLearn


	Elm Farm Research Centre

Energy Saving Trust

Energy Saving Trust

English Nature

Environment and Heritage Service (Northern Ireland) 

ETA Trust

Fordhall Community Land Initiative

Forestry Commission

Friends of the Earth

Frontier Conservation

Glamorgan WT

Global Volunteer Network

Global witness

Gorgie City Farm

Greenpeace

Groundwork

Hebridean Whale and Dolphin Trust

Institute for European Environmental Policy

Kent wildlife Trust

Lancashire Wildlife Trust

Lee Valley Regional Park Authority

Leeds Organic Growers
	Marine Biological Association

Moor Trees

Natural England (from 2007) 

Pembrokeshire Bioenergy

People and Planet

Plantlife 

RPS group

Save Our Sands

Scottish Natural Heritage 

Sea Watch Foundation

Seas at Risk

Soil Association

Solarcentury

Sun Dance

Sustainability Northwest

Sustrans

Tamar Consulting

The British Ecological Society

The Central Science Laboratory

The Composting Association

The Countryside Council for Wales 

The Environmental 


	Justice Foundation

The Forestry Commission 

The John Muir Trust 
The National Trust 

The National Trust for Scotland 

The People's Trust for Endangered Species 

The Recycling Consortium

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

The SEEDS Trust

The Vincent Wildlife Trust 

The Wildfowl and Wetland Trust 

The Wildlife Trusts 

The Woodland Trust 

Tidal generation Limited

Trees for Life

UNIDO International Network on Small Hydro Power

VSO

Wales Environmental Link

Waste Watch

Wildlife Conservation Research Unit


Governing the Environment


How to Categorise Pressure Groups and Environmental Organisation
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