Module Syllabus

CLAH7017
Religious Life in the Roman Empire 

20 credits, level 7, Semester 2


WEEKLY TEACHING UNITS
Week 1: Introduction
Week 2: Basics of ancient religions
Week 3: Roman imperialism and religion
Week 4: Interpretatio Romana/indigena
Reading Week
Week 5: Religious change in Southern Gaul
Week 6: Cults & festivals in Roman cities
Week 7: Religious change in North Africa & Egypt
Week 8: Cults in Roman Asia Minor
Easter Vacation
Week 9: Globalising Religious Developments
Week 10: Christianity and its impact


AIM(S)
· To introduce students to the religious practices and understandings of the Roman empire, to explore their diversity in both the eastern and western provinces of the empire.
· To explore and assess the impact of societal change in the Roman empire on the religious understandings of the conquered, provincial populations. How did these cults change between the 2nd century B.C. and the 4th century A.D.?
· To analyse controversial, methodological and theoretical issues regarding the study of ancient religion, such as issues of polis religion, the spread of Roman cult understandings, the persistence of native cults, post-colonial concepts of ‘religious resistance’, the creation of new cults, the popularity and diffusion of Greco-Oriental cult, the spread of Christianity. 
· To analyse concepts of personal religion and the role of the individual in making religious choices and introducing new cults in the Roman empire.
· To explore the use of cognitive anthropology and psychology to enhance our understanding of religious practices across the Roman empire.
· To develop students’ ability to critically engage with a variety of ancient sources: literary, epigraphic, numismatic and archaeological. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate:
· an ability to engage with theoretical approaches regarding the religions of Rome and her provinces;
· a knowledge of the diversities and similarities of religious practices and understandings across the various provinces of the Roman empire, in Europe, Asia and North Africa;
· an expertise of the key processes and discourses that were instrumental in shaping the nature of religions in the Roman period.
· an understanding of the available literary, documentary, archaeological, numismatic and epigraphic evidence and how they can be critically employed to understand the religions, cults and sanctuaries of the Roman world;
· an expertise of selected sanctuaries of the Roman empire;
· a familiarity with, and ability to evaluate, the major debates and scholarship relevant to the module topics;
· an ability to discuss the above, both orally and in writing, in a clear, effective and scholarly manner, showing an ability to think critically and challenge assumptions.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
This module provides an in-depth insight into the religious developments that can be found across the diverse regions of the Roman empire between the 2nd century B.C. and the 4th century A.D. It is the aim to analyse how Roman imperialism and the intensifying contacts across the empire affected people’s religious understandings, making people re-think their own, ‘native’ cult, reinvigorating existing cults, introducing and adapting new, alien cults. Instead of the ‘Romanisation’ or ‘homogenisation’ of cult activities among the conquered populations, we will see very dynamic processes, leading to the increasing diversity of cults, the constant re-interpretation of existing cults as well as the development of new rituals, deities, sanctuaries, visual languages. Furthermore, we need to discuss how henotheistic and monotheistic religions came to dominate the primarily polytheist Roman empire. In addition, we need to take into account insights drawn from cognitive studies and they may make us re-think our understanding of the cults and religious practices of the Roman period. In addition to a vast array of literary and epigraphic sources, this module also makes use of the numerous archaeological and iconographic testimonies to enhance our understanding of religions and religious changes across the Roman empire.
Topic include inter alia:
· Conceptualising cults and religions in Antiquity
· Cognitive science and ancient religion
· Forms of worship and sacrifice, and their meaning
· Communicating with the gods
· The cults of Roman communities (Rome, colonies, municipia)
· Roman policies towards ‘native’ cults
· The emergence of ‘provinicial’ cults: persistence or innovation?
· The transformation and monumentalisation of sacred sites of pre-Roman origin
· The socio-political role of the imperial cult 
· The spread and popularity of Greco-Oriental cults 
· Henotheism and monotheism in Rome and the provinces.
· Public cult and religious individualisation 
· Changing afterlife beliefs in the Roman empire

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Lectures and workshops

Tutorials and seminars are used to support the discussion and critical evaluation of what has been learned.

Guided independent study allows students to further their independent learning skills with appropriate support provided by the module tutor(s) (e.g. preparation for seminars, follow-up work, background reading, revision, completion of assessment tasks). 

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	20
	10%

	Independent learning
	180
	90%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

There are altogether three assignments for this module:
First, a 2,500-word Portfolio – 50% of the overall mark - consisting of two tasks:
Deadline: 6th April 2018, 23.59 (GMT)
Task 1:  Short analysis (1,000 words – 40% of portfolio mark)
· Critically discuss whether these terms can be applied to all ‘religions’ in the Roman empire in the 1st-3rd century AD? Can we generalise for the whole Roman empire?
· Choose ONE term only: 
· Orthopraxy
OR
· Polis religion
OR
· Religious Individualisation 
Task 2: Object Analysis (1,500 words – 60% of portfolio mark)
Critically analyse ONE artefact or inscription of your choice and discuss why you consider it to be a key source for understanding religious change in a province during the Principate.

And one 3,500-word essay (50% of the overall mark) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Deadline: 24th May 2018, 23.59 (GMT)
Essay question:
Critically analyse the nature of the Roman influence on the religious life in ONE of the Roman provinces listed below. Among others, critically engage with modern scholarly debate, theoretical approaches and ancient evidence (archaeological, epigraphic and literary evidence) to discuss the persistence and transformation of key cults and sanctuaries in the province between the late Republic and the 3rd century AD.
Choose ONE province from this list as case study for your essay:
a)      Africa Consularis
b)      Archaia
c)       Asia
d)      Egypt
e)      Germania Superior
f)        Lusitania
g)       Noricum
h)      Pannonia 
i)        Syria

Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%
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