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APPENDIX GA36a

	LEVEL 4 ASSESSMENT SPECIFICATION 



	Student name:
	     
	Student ID number:
	

	Programme:
	CertHE Outdoor Learning/BA Outdoor Adventure Education

	Module:
	Adventure and Ecology

	Module code:
	BMSH4100
	Contribution to Overall Module Assessment (%):
	20%

	Lecturer:
	Denise Leonard
	Internal Verifier:
	Maria Treviño Gonzalez

	Assignment Title:
	Conservation Project Proposal
	Word count (or equivalent):
	300 Words

	Submission deadline:
	13th November 2026
	Return date of provisional marks & written feedback:
	11th December 2026

	Submission method:
	All written assessments, where practical and possible, must be submitted via Turnitin unless otherwise instructed by the Lecturer. (Please DO NOT put this assessment specification into Turnitin or it will match many similarities with other students’ submissions.)
Alternative submission method (if applicable): 
Late submission of the assessment will result in a late penalty mark:
Work which is submitted up to 1 week late will be capped at 40% for the first attempt and will be awarded a mark of 0% for re-assessment. Late submission penalties may be lifted only if there is an approved extenuating circumstances claim. 
Work submitted more than 1 week late will be considered as a non-submission and will not be marked. The work may be considered as a submission for reassessment if offered by an Examining Board or if there is an approved extenuating circumstances claim.  

	Academic honesty / referencing:
	Academic honesty is required. In the main body of your submission you must give credit to authors on whose research and ideas your work is based. Append to your submission a reference list that indicates the books, articles, etc. that you have used, cited or quoted in order to complete this assessment.  

	Work over the word limit:
		To support fairness and good academic writing, each assessment has a set word limit. It’s important that you stay within this limit. The word limit helps ensure:
· You write clearly and concisely.
· All students complete the assessment on an equal basis.

If You Go Over the Word Limit
If your work exceeds the word limit, the following penalties will normally apply. These deductions cannot take your mark below the pass mark for the module.

	Amount Over Limit
	Penalty Applied

	Up to 10% over
	No penalty

	10%–25% over
	5 mark deduction or reduction to the capped mark (whichever is the smaller penalty)

	26%–50% over
	10 mark deduction or reduction to the capped mark (whichever is the smaller penalty)

	Over 50% 
	Mark capped at the pass mark



Examples (Undergraduate):
· A mark of 44% would be reduced to the pass mark of 40% if the work is 10–25% over.
· A mark of 49% would be reduced by 5 marks to 44%.
· A mark of 47% at 25–50% over would be reduced to 40%.
· A mark of 55% at 25–50% over would be reduced by 10 marks to 45%.

If You Are Under the Word Limit
If your work is significantly under the word limit, you may lose marks because your submission may not contain enough detail to meet the learning outcomes.

Feedback
If a word‑limit penalty is applied, this will be stated clearly in your feedback, along with the reason.









	Module Learning Outcomes 
(from module syllabus)

	

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
•	demonstrate an awareness of environmentally friendly practices relevant to outdoor adventurous activities;
•	demonstrate understanding of legislation relating to access to the countryside in the UK;
•	arrange and complete voluntary work on a conservation related project.








	
TASK DESCRIPTION



Use of Generative AI in Assessment
	(Lecturer to indicate Yes or Not against each element)
												

	RESEARCH
	For this assessment, you can use Generative AI to support you in research and data analysis.
	Yes ☒

No  ☐

	STRUCTURE
	For this assessment, you can use Generative AI to support you in structuring your submission, including creating a draft argument structure, identifying parts and headings, etc.
	Yes ☒

No  ☐

	[bookmark: _Hlk199772705]PROOFREADING
	For this assessment, you can use Generative AI to check your own text/creation for grammatical and syntactical mistakes, including getting suggestions to rephrase your work.
	Yes ☒

No  ☒

	WRITING
	For this assessment, you can use Generative AI to create text for submission.
	Yes ☐

No  ☒

	CREATIVE
	For this assessment, you can use Generative AI to create creative materials, such as images.
	Yes ☐

No  ☒

	PROGRAMING
	For this assessment, you can use Generative AI to create and check code.
	Yes ☐

No ☒

	NONE
	For this assessment, you are not allowed to use any type of Generative AI support. This includes research support, structure support, writing/proofreading support and creative support.
	☐




Task: 
Produce a written proposal for a conservation project that would allow you to complete the John Muir award at a site that is used for outdoor adventurous activities. 

This proposal needs to be approved before you can undertake any practical conservation work.















	GUIDANCE FOR STUDENTS IN THE COMPLETION OF TASKS



NOTE: The guidance offered below is linked to the five generic assessment criteria overleaf.

1. Engagement with Literature Skills
Your work must be informed and supported by scholarly material that is relevant to and focused on the task(s) set.    You should provide evidence that you have accessed an appropriate range of sources, which may be academic, governmental and industrial; these sources may include academic journal articles, textbooks, current news articles, organisational documents, and websites.  You should consider the credibility of your sources; academic journals are normally highly credible sources while websites require careful consideration/selection and should be used sparingly.   Any sources you use should be current and up-to-date, mostly published within the last five years or so, though seminal/important works in the field may be older.  You must provide evidence of your research/own reading throughout your work, using a suitable referencing system, including in-text citations in the main body of your work and a reference list at the end of your work. 

Guidance specific to this assessment: Refer to the guidance for the John Muir award scheme and to other literature that relates to conservation in general, the specific site of your project and the nature that inhabits that site

2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills
At level 4, you should be able to demonstrate knowledge of the underlying concepts and principles associated with your area(s) of study.  Knowledge relates to the facts, information and skills you have acquired through your learning.  You demonstrate your understanding by interpreting the meaning of the facts and information (knowledge). This means that you need to select and include in your work the concepts, techniques, models, theories, etc. appropriate to the task(s) set.  You should be able to explain the theories, concepts, etc. to show your understanding.  Your mark/grade will also depend upon the extent to which you demonstrate your knowledge and understanding. 

Guidance specific to this assessment: Demonstrate your understanding of how to plan a conservation project that meets the requirements if the John Muir Award. Demonstrate knowledge of how adventurous activities might have an impact on the natural environment


3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills
You should be able to present, evaluate and interpret qualitative and quantitative data, in order to develop lines of argument and make sound judgements in accordance with basic theories and concepts of your subject(s) of study. You should be able to evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches to solving problems related to your area(s) of study and/or work. Your work must contain evidence of logical, analytical thinking. For example, to examine and break information down into parts, make inferences, compile, compare and contrast information.  This means not just describing what! But also justifying: Why? How? When? Who? Where? At what cost? You should provide justification for your arguments and judgements using evidence that you have reflected upon the ideas of others within the subject area and that you are able to make sound judgements and arguments using data and concepts.  Where relevant, alternative solutions and recommendations may be proposed.

Guidance specific to this assessment: Include a clear rationale for your choice of project, and how the project might allow you to meet the requirements for this assessment


4. Practical Skills
At level 4, you should be able to apply the basic underlying concepts and principles to evaluate and interpret these within the context of your area of study. You should be able to demonstrate how the subject-related concepts and ideas relate to real world situations and/or a particular context.  How do they work in practice?  You will deploy models, methods, techniques, and/or theories, in that context, to assess current situations, perhaps to formulate plans or solutions to solve problems, or to create artefacts.  This is likely to involve, for instance, the use of real world artefacts, examples and cases, the application of a model within an organisation and/or benchmarking one theory or organisation against others based on stated criteria.  

Guidance specific to this assessment: clearly state how your project relates to your understanding of outdoor activities and sustainable practices


5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 
Your work must provide evidence of the qualities and transferable skills necessary for employment requiring the exercise of some personal responsibility.  This includes demonstrating: that you can communicate the results of your study/work accurately and reliably, and with structured and coherent arguments; that you can initiate and complete tasks and procedures, whether individually and/or collaboratively; fluency of expression; clarity and effectiveness in presentation and organisation. Work should be coherent and well-structured in presentation and organisation.


Guidance specific to this assessment: you need to show how you plan to undertake the project, providing details of location, any third-party organisations involved, brief risk assessment and logistics- e.g., transport, timings, any equipment needs etc.







	
     STUDENT FEEDBACK FORM



This section details the extent to which the assessment criteria are demonstrated by you, which in turn determines your mark. The marks available for each category of skill are shown. Lecturers will use the space provided to comment on the achievement of the task(s), including those areas in which you have performed well and areas that would benefit from development/improvement.
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	Generic Assessment Criteria 
	Marks available
	Marks 
awarded

	1. Engagement with Literature Skills
.
	
	

	




	
	

	
	20
	

	2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills

	
	

	




	
	

	
	20
	

	3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills

	
	

	




	
	

	
	20
	

	4. Practical Application Skills

	
	

	




	
	

	
	20
	

	5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice

	
	

	


	
	

	
	20
	



	Assessment Mark (Assessment marks are subject to ratification at the Exam Board.  These comments and marks are to give feedback on module work and are for guidance only until they are confirmed. )
	Late Submission Penalties (tick if appropriate)
	%

	
	Up to 1 week late (40% Max)
	
	

	
	Over 1 week late (0%)
	
	




Proposal for the John Muir Award


Issue:
The issue I have identified is the amount of litter and detritus in Cardiff Bay “A Cardiff Council spokesperson said: "Every year, in the region of 450 tonnes of waste is cleared from the Bay, but we face a constant battle against the litter which flows downstream having being discarded upriver.” (British Broadcasting Network, 2026). This issue appears to be stemming from the sheer amount of improperly disposed of litter and refuse upstream along the Afon Taf’s 67 kilometre length, which starts above Merthyr Tydfil and goes through towns such as Aberfan, Abercynon and Pontypridd. 

Proposal:

This proposal involves an organised trip down the Afon Taf in Canadian canoes, from Pontypridd to Radyr Weir. Along the way, we will look for litter. Any litter found, if it is feasible to be removed via canoe, shall be collected, bagged and taken downstream to be disposed of correctly and recycled where possible. 

This trip would usually take roughly 3 hours to complete however a full day will be allowed for the excursion due to the increased amount of stopping along the way. 
[image: ]

Logistics:

This trip will require a vehicle shuttle to be completed prior to embarking down the river, so at least two vehicles will need to be brought. Participants will be gathered on a peer-to-peer basis and shall provide their own craft for the excursion however, refuse sacks and gloves will be given out upon arrival. I will still check that all participants have the appropriate safety equipment and PPE before we leave, as well as providing a safety brief. As this is a group of peers, their personal paddling ability is undetermined. Because of this members of the group with relevant Paddle Cymru qualifications (paddle sports touring leader or higher), working at a 1:12 ratio, will be present, remaining vigilant for potential acciendst/incidents and acting when required. 

Conclusion:

I believe this proposal meets the four main criteria of the award.


[image: Introduction to the John Muir Award - Wild Places Guardian]

Word count: 327
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Award criteria - the Four Challenges

...a wild place through nature connection
activities and consider what makes it
wild, how wild it is and how it makes you
feel. Could it be wilder?

See a wild place through the lens of its
attributes (e.g., natural processes, visual
characteristics, soundscape, human
influence, flora and fauna, connectivity /
remoteness).

Now it's time to take action to protect or
restore your wild place. You can do practical
conservation activities, raise awareness or
take other actions to help protect wild
places.

Consider the longevity of your actions - how
can you sustain the benefits beyond your
Award activities? By engaging in the
Conserve Challenge, you will help the John
Muir Trust look after wild places across the
whole of the UK.

JOHN
MUIR
TRUST

your wild place, deepen your knowledge
and understand it better. Enjoy a variety
of activities with a sense of adventure
and curiosity.

Learn more about your wild place - how
itis good for nature, how it is good for
humans, what might threaten keeping it
wild? Consider what you can do to help
protect or restore it.

Reflect on what you have experienced,
how your activities have made you feel,
what you have learned and what you
have achieved.

Consider why wild places are important
and how you have helped your chosen
place; what impact do you think this
has had for wild places as a whole?
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