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Essay Question: Examine the importance of ‘policing by consent’ and the impact it has upon a modern-day police service.
The key aim of the essay is to understand the concept of policing by consent and evaluate its importance and impact on modern-day society. The essay will highlight the role of the police and its responsibility in maintaining the public and crime time by time. While reminding modern-day society, the essay will shed light on the importance of policing with different facts and concepts. Moreover, the concept behind the essay is to assess the police powers and procedures and their integration with different values and communities. 
The major responsibility of the police is to protect the lives of humans and ensure peace and safety within society. With reference to the British policing model, police practice refers to the preservation of peace and detection of criminal offences, as well as the protection of property and life to the best possible extent (Polykarpou, 2022). It is essential that police treat all people fairly regardless of national origin, disability conditions, race, ethnicity, gender identity, or religion. In the UK, police are responsible for interviewing suspected criminals and deal them with moral laws and fair trials. It is essential for police to practice gathering prosecution evidence and establish good relationships with the public (De Camargo, 2022). The motive of the British police is to support the law firmly and fairly and bring justice in any critical situation. The six basic functions of the police include; organising, controlling, building, staffing, directing, and planning. In the UK, there is no such national police force, like the country has 44 geographic forces covering England and Wales. Despite this, one force is assigned to the areas of Northern Ireland and Scotland (Bradley et al., 2022). The practices of police regulate by The Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC); the department is responsible for monitoring the entire police system of England and Wales.   
The term policing consent refers to the belief that all acts and investigations of police must be supported by the public (Shannon, 2022). The concept of policing consent is introduced by Sir Robert Peel in the year 1829. The motive behind this concept is to generate a powerful and ethical police force that empowers with the support of the public. In general, police officers use their powers with the complete consent of the public is termed as "Policing by consent". The concept of policing consent is generally derived from nine principles: integrity, honesty, leadership, objectivity, selflessness, respect, openness, accountability, and fairness. It is beneficial for police practices to take consent from the public before initiating any investigation or act, as public support helps them to take explicit action. Moreover, police constables are the ones who have daily interaction with the general public. Hence it is the responsibility of the constable to create a trustworthy relationship with the public and satisfy them with appropriate actions (Uzwiak, 2022). With the increase in public support, the confidence level of police gradually boosted. Despite this, a part of the crowd helps in accessing appropriate power in the case and takes necessary measures.
Furthermore, this theory’s principles push police offers to understand that their power resides in fulfilling their duties as per the public’s approval of their behaviour, actions, and anything else in between (Torrible, 2022). This is because, according to these aspects, a police officer's primary aim should be to maintain respect and privacy of public interest. Since it emphasises nuanced behaviour, the concept says that officers should only use physical force when verbal warnings, pieces of advice, and controlled persuasion are not working in cooperation, but still, this physical activity should be subjected to a minimal amount or just enough to fulfil the necessity. Since the concept is now common in countries governed under the Crown, the concept is especially shown significance when major events that drive change, like the COVID-19 pandemic, surface. This is because such events put new laws into effect, thereby inflicting new responsibilities on the police force. For instance, when the novel virus first hit London streets, the Government introduced new rules never seen before, namely how people had to comply with social distancing and lockdown measures (Desai, 2020). To ensure this and public health went smoothly, the police had to take action via 'the policing with consent' approach to enforce them in people's lives.
As this concept is quite popular in the UK and its afflicted countries, its impact on the modern-day police service is bound to be evident as well. For starters, when this concept was first introduced, the police force had to deal with a much different kind of crowd than the one present in the modern era. Now, even if the officers try to do their jobs as effectively as they can under the Peelian Principles, the public has problems with their approach because they want direct action rather than just mere representative participation in ordeals (Bayley, 2016). The matter resides in how the modern-day public has become more 'woke' and hot-headed, and can document anything online, which is why the police have to be extra careful, especially when they are following this concept (Dave, 2022). In current times, the public's ability to look at problems has grown much sharper and more vigilant, so they expect police officers to really serve them and solve their issues instead of just following law and order, like the policing with consent principle demands them to do. It was observed that officers are independent when it comes to law enforcement, but in modern times, this cannot work because it reduces them to serve under the law, the Queen, and God only instead of looking to the people’s best interests, which in itself is a contradiction to the proposed concept (Bayley, 2016). 
Contrary to previous ages, today's public is more educated, aware of human rights, and has the courage to speak up for injustice and things they think matter more than anything. Therefore, the policing by consent principle falls short of meeting these advanced people's requirements. However, Peel can be justified in proposing this framework as during his time, people were expected to be bound by the law only, so following their orders under his given principles was appreciative as well as effective, but as times have drastically changed since then, the impact on modern-day police service is immaculate (Dave, 2022). Taking this so-called 'consent' is not as easy or effective because today's society is full of outspoken, well-organised and media-obsessed people, which is why the traditional methods do not fulfil all the requirements presented by the countries’ lawful issues. Hence, the modern-day police services have to do more than just quietly follow the Peelian principles because collecting consent now requires them to assess one-on-one behaviour and share a sense of governance with the public (Bayley, 2016). Decision-making is prime here, so policing by consent has allowed these modern-day officers to take one step further in ensuring the safety of advanced society. Moreover, modern police services have also been a subject of criticism when they follow the Peelian principles for people call such officers ‘woke’ and not fully under the law requirement (Greener, 2021). This notion has sparked a number of controversies, but several intellectuals have claimed that policing by consent is necessary in a liberal or democratic society because the matter of scrounging through individual property in ensued. In a nutshell, this principle is not serving modern-day police services fully, but its presence is all the more impactful.
After observing how theory can be embedded in the police force and subject them to a certain kind of behaviour whilst dealing with the public, some recommendations can be given in light of Policing by Consent and how the police officers need to pay heed to its principles amidst the modern aspects of the era. For starters, it is vital for the officers to follow these principles, no matter how much distaste modern, educated or informed society shows them. No matter how atrocious an event might be, the police officer on duty has to be respectful with the people involved or the public, ask for consent before committing to any action, and proceed while staying mindful of everybody around them without using any coercion, if it not needed, evidently. This is essential because modern-day values revolve around individualism, so treating people humanely, even if it takes up some time before solving the case, is the right thing to do. At the end of the day, the police officers and the force know what to do and the public is full of mere outsiders since it is not their profession or duty. With this, the concept can be applied to modern-day services.
In conclusion, it was observed that policing by consent is an important principle that graced the UK’s police and countries in the Commonwealth. Although many of them do not religiously follow these principles, the British have set an example by taking everything the legal system throws at them calmly and by taking consent of the public first, which has deprived them of the violence they are driven to commit when legal laws are enforced rather than encouraged. Hence, even if modern-day services are expected to facilitate on different grounds, following the principle is still a necessity, if not mandatory.
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