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	What do I want/ need to learn or develop?


(Specific)

	What will I do to achieve this?



(Measurable)
	What resources or support will I need?


(Attainable)  
	What will my success criteria be?



(Relevant)
	Target dates for review and completion


(Timebound)

	I want to achieve an understanding of Unity.
	During my spare time, I will read through and watch tutorials online and gain a better understanding by using Unity.
	I can ask my lecturers for assistance as well as following online tutorials, guides and workbooks.
	Each week, I will spend an hour and a half watching tutorials or using Unity. My time must be split up into 3 separate sessions throughout the week. 
	Ideally, I would like to have a good understanding of Unity by the time I graduate. 
July 2023

	I will begin using Blender, to hopefully transition to blender full time.
	Assuming that I already have Blender installed, I will begin watching/ following beginner tutorials online and Blender until I have a basic understanding of the software. I would then set myself a short deadline to complete either, a model or a short animation.
	I will need a range of sources, such as: 
Online instructions, forums and guides.
Video tutorials on YouTube Via LinkedIn Learning.
Potentially 1 to 1 tutoring sessions with a lecturer who is experienced within Blender.
	I will create a chart with key fundamental Blender skills and as I follow tutorials, I will tick off the skills once I feel comfortable enough to us them without any help.
	Ideally, I would like to have a good understanding of Blender and have created by own model or short animation by the time I graduate. 
July 2023

	I want to begin eating healthier.
	I will aim to eat 3 meals a day everyday however, I must eat 3 meals a day at least 3 time per week.
	Resources could include:
Cookbooks and online recipes.
Tupperware boxes for meal prep.
Protein powder for those days when I'm too lazy to cook.
	I will keep a food diary to record what meals I ate that day, as well as how many meals I consumed that week.
	This doesn’t need an end goal; I can start this right away and hope to maintain it for the foreseeable future.

	I aim to create a workflow that I can stick to.
	I will use my current knowledge of Excel to create a Gantt chart that I can print out and stick next to my desk. I will use chocolate and other things I enjoy as rewards for sticking to the plan.
	Sticking to this workflow will be entirely dependent on my motivation. I will need to give myself breaks to regain concentration.
	My success criteria will be based on the chart. My first goal is to stick to the plan for a week. I will set new goals once the first week has been completed. 
	I would love to be sticking to a workflow that suits me as soon as possible. 
Hopefully as soon as April 2023

	I need to further my knowledge of Microsoft Excel.
	I will follow online tutorials, workbooks and guides to help be gain a better understanding. 
	If I need any help or support when working with Excel, I can ask my lecturers for assistance, or use the dedicated online forums.
	I will be happy that I have achieved a better understanding, once I feel confident enough to use Excel without worrying about needing assistance. 
	It's quite difficult to assign a deadline for this challenge, although my skills need improving, I feel like other skills are currently more important to learn.

	I will need to study and gain an understanding of branding creation.
	I will read articles online about brand creation and the design process. This will prepare me for MA Graphic Communication.
	As this challenge is specifically about learning, I feel I should be okay researching alone, without any support or assistance. 
	I will keep notes whilst researching and sketch ideas for possible company logos. I will use family and friends as an audience for feedback.
	I want to have a lot of knowledge about branding creation by July 2023 as I will be studying MA Graphic Communication next year.

	I want to start a gym routine that I can stick to
	Starting a gym routine is similar to keeping to a healthy diet. I will try and go every day; however, I must force myself to go at least 3 times a week.
	If I am able to persuade my partner and housemates to accompany me to the gym, then I am more likely to put more effort in and go more often.
	I feel like the best way of tracking progress is by keeping a diary on what days I went to the gym, for how long and weight compared to calorie/ protein intake.
	I want to start going to the gym again as soon as possible. I currently lack the motivation to go. Once I begin going, I will go at least 3 times per week.

	Apply for MA Graphic Communication at USW. 
	I have already attended an open evening and had a 1 to 1 with the lecturer of this course. I need to apply, workout a payment plan on how I will afford tuition fees as well as accommodation/ bills. I will need to write a personal statement and apply through the university website.
The sooner I apply, the better.
	I will need a better understanding of Excel to make a usable payment plan. I also want to have a good understanding of branding and brand creation.
	Once I have applied and set up a payment plan, I will be satisfied that this has been completed.
	I hope to have applied and have everything set up and worked out by April 2023.

	Hopefully, I would like to be able to go on holiday.
	I will need to begin saving if I am to be able to afford a holiday. £10 per week could be a good starting point.  I will either need a container to keep the savings in or set up a savings account and transfer the money each week.
	Possible support could be from my partner. If we are both able to set aside money, then we will have twice as much to put towards a trip.
Second could be my family, I can have food at theirs which will save me money each week.
	My success criteria for this challenge will be based on how much money I manage to save. My first goal will be to set aside £100 into savings.
	By June 2024 I would like to have a sizable amount saved up to be put towards a holiday.

	I want to set up my own clothing brand. 
	Before setting up the brand, I will need to create a lot of designs which can be used on t-shirts, jumpers and other accessories. 
	I will need support from my future lecturer in brand creation and logo designs. I can also use online forums/ questionnaires to gain better knowledge on current trends
	I have multiple goals for this challenge. Creating brand logo, finishing designs, first purchase and setting up a sustainable business.
	If everything goes as well as possible, I will hope to have a sustainable online business up and running by Jan 2026.





	Name/ Address of Company
	Position applied for 
	Contact details of Company/ Employer
	Closing date
	Applied?
	Interview?

	ASOS
London, England, United Kingdom
	Senior Print Designer – Topshop
[1]

	https://asoscareers.asos.com/
	N/a
	No
	N/a

	Possibl 
London, England, United Kingdom
	Freelance Graphic Designer
[2]
	0121 720 3956
	N/a
	No
	N/a

	Rockstar Games   Dundee, Scotland, United Kingdom
	Senior Visual Designer (UI)
[3]

	http://www.rockstargames.com
	N/a
	No
	N/a

	Rockstar Games   Edinburgh, Scotland, United Kingdom
	Gameplay Animator (Mid/ Senior)
[4]
	http://www.rockstargames.com 
	N/a
	No
	N/a

	MA Graphic Communication
University of South Wales, Cardiff,
United Kingdom
	Student
[5]

	https://www.southwales.ac.uk/apply/
	September 2023
	Yes
	Yes





31 Mirador Crescent, Uplands
Swansea
SA2 0QX 

February 30th, 2023

Gareth Hughes
University of South Wales
86-88 Adam St
Cardiff
CF24 2FN

Dear Mr Hughes

It is with great excitement that I submit my application for MA Graphic Communication at the University of South Wales. I am currently completing my BA Computer Animation degree. Since learning of this course through the Universities open day, I felt a rush of passion and motivation towards design. As a Welsh student, I am pleased that there are such amazing facilities available to me, so close to home. From a young age, I have always been obsessed with creating my own media of graphic imagery. I hope that this course will further my skillset as graphic designer and fuel my imagination.

I am no stranger to graphics, having acquired both a GCSE and A level in graphic design and fine art, also creating branding and logo designs for a local small business. I have extensive knowledge of the Adobe and Auto Desk software packages and would love to see how I can combine my passion for 3D modelling with my future design assignments. 
I have been a competitive athlete for 11 years and have represented Wales at national level. Throughout my years of training, I learnt discipline, drive and dedication, which effects everything I put my mind to.
Although I have spent many years training and perfecting my technique, I was still able to find time for my love of video games and surfing. 
Time management and organisation was hugely important throughout Sixth form, trying to balance my social life and hobbies. Not to mention also having acquired 5 A levels and a spot on the Welsh athletics squad during my time at Sixth form.

I hope to be accepted and cannot wait to begin my studies, I’m also excited about exploring Cardiff and discovering all that it has to offer. 
Thank you for your time and consideration.


Sincerely, 
Sam
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