Article Review: Hasmonean Jerusalem: A Jewish City in a Hellenistic Orbit by Lee I. Levine
The geopolitical location of Jerusalem and Judea contributed an integral part to the Hellenization of Israel. Not only was the temple chosen by God according to the scriptures (Deut 12:5), but it was at one point the focal attention of all nations for religious pilgrimage (Isaiah 2: 1-2). The conquest of the east by the Greeks sees Israel as a strategic buffering zone between Egypt, the Mediterranean, Assyria, and Jordan to the East. Though Jerusalem was well known for religious traditions, it consequently straddled Greek-roman culture and language imparted by the Seleucid empires. However, my article reviews focus on the title ``Hasmonaean Jerusalem: a Jewish City in a Hellenistic Orbit’’ by Lee I Levine which will explore Jewish Polity in mid second century with the ascendance of the Hasmoneans and the establishment of a sovereign state. Jerusalem had been under Jewish Hegemony for almost a thousand years though it was considered a Jewish city. Firstly, the discussion will entail the Hasmoneans radically changing the geographical concept of Israel and the ideology of the Hasmonean hegemony reclaiming ancestral homeland. Secondly emphasis the enhanced prominence of the temple in Jewish life. Lastly, discuss Jewish art undergoing a radical change and the emergence of Jewish Sects. The essay will include cross-references from scholarly authors to compare, argue, or agree with Levine’s views in verifying the topic of this article review.

 
The Hellenistic period ranging from 333-164 BCE inevitably cross marginalised Israel's geographical boundaries. As a result, Judea was ruled by the Egyptians, Syrians, and portions of Alexandra dividing up the empire (Becking and Grabbe 2010). However, it was not until King Antiochus IV outlawed Judaism and enforced pagan worship that led to the Maccabean revolt. According to scriptures (1 Kings 11: 29 - 39), the kingdom was divided with ten tribes of Israel migrating to the north while Judah and Benjamine occupied the south with Jerusalem as the capital. Hasmonean attempts to purify the land of Hellenistic influences involved military conquests converting Hellenised settlements back to Judaism depicted in the book of Maccabees. However, sources attribute the revolt to a distinct identity protesting against exploitation and injustice (Collins and Manning 2016 p.11). These atrocities caused Jews divisions between submitting to Hellenistic values or loyalty to ancestral covenants. Jews encountered massacres and martyrdom as a result. 1 Maccabees highlights ``renegade Jews’’ urging Jewish submission to the customs of surrounding gentiles even persuading many to covenantal repudiation (1 Mac 11-15). Controversially, many in Israel wilfully resisted…accepting death rather than defiling themselves and profaning the holy covenant (1 Mac 62-63) (Porter and de Roo 2021). Eventually, the Hasmonaean dynasty territorially regained regions of south Idumea, Perea, Samaria, galilee, and the western Jordan River (Levine 2001). These attestations coincided with the rededication of the temple and the Hasmonean authority asserted by God. Maccabean sources confirm these interventions as `` legitimate assertion simultaneously exercising functions of a royal Priesthood, particular military leadership, emphasising a Hasmoneans innovation (Honigman 2014).
 
 






Biblically the Maccabees descended from a priestly tribe returning during the second temple period. Sources stated by (Porten 2007) `` reveal place names located in Benjamin (Ezra 2:20, Neh 7:25-38). Some of these families likely settled in Judah. Seventeen settlements are cited for Judah in the time of Nehemiah (Neh 11: 25 -30). Their priestly lineage justifies the Maccabean revolt in upholding reverence for the temple. Traditionally temple administration was mandatory. Sacrificial practices and festivals were maintained according to the Mosaic law of the Torah. However, periodically the first temple to the second temple period encountered transitional disruption because of Greco-Roman occupation. Rhythmic practices of temple rituals were altered as a result. The temple gained prominence as a religious site to surrounding nations requiring the Hasmonaean leadership to keep it in order. (Rubenstein 2020) evidence biblical sources referring to the Sukkot festival (Exodus 23:16, 34:32) …The temple festival attracted large pilgrims and involved elaborate sacrificial rites. Judas was the first of the Hasmoneans to ally with the Romans ousting Antiochus troops and taking control of the temple. Josephus explains Judas becoming an expert in the temple, purifying, and renovating the area, replacing polluted vessels for the services… building another altar, and reinstalling the expiatory sacrifices (The Jewish war, I). However, by 516 BCE the temple deteriorated in religious significance with the arrival of King Herod, expanding the outer courts of the temple for political gain. (Magness 2019) explains ``Herod’s temple mount was analogous to ancient Agora’s marketplace consisting of large open spaces surrounded by public buildings as basilicas and theatres.
 
Hellenism majorly influenced the adoption of the Greek language in the East. The Hebrew language and culture succumbed to Greek monetary systems of pagan symbols in their dynastic coins. Within Judaism itself, because of the diaspora and intermingling of Greco-Roman cultures, the preservation of the Jewish faith encountered a diversion. These transpired into the Sadducees, Pharisees, and the Essences who were authors of the Dead Sea scrolls. Amongst the Essenes were Josephus, Philo Judaeus, and others establishing the sectarian settlement at Qumran around 100 BCE but was destroyed in 68CE during the first revolt (Magness 2019). History and antiquities of the Jews accounted for Josephus's writings and the book of Maccabees in Hebrew and Greek texts. While the temple region was overwhelmed by Greek culture, it still maintained regional dominance. (Avigad 1984) evidences the Jerusalem shrine surpassed Hellenistic temple worlds in size and magnificence confirmed by archaeological discoveries in the city (Collins and Lim 2010). Supportively in the biblical text according to (Ezekiel 5:5, 48:35) the aftermath of the destruction describes the city as the centre of the world. However, considering the Greco-Roman revolt and the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD, the survival of the Jewish Torah and traditions was vital. The Dead Sea Scrolls accounted for the historical administration of the temple. (Brooke 2005; Kapfer 2007) states ``The scrolls revealed various stages of development and changing use of temple ideology and language about the temple. Several diverse groups related to the temple in separate ways (Collins and Lim 2010). While some Jewish sects preferred their oral traditions other sources considered it as beneficial to the Jewish community. `` Der Gott der Makkabaer reiterates from Ezra to the last of the Maccabees on the significance of self-Hellenization…Judaism owed its vitality and survival to its capacity for absorption, translating sacred texts into Greek, particularly rethinking its history in Greek terms subjecting its scriptures in a manner owed much to Greek scholarship (Millar 1990). Coincidingly according to historians, Eastern Hellenistic Roman civilization was well documented by Jewish traditions while some empires successfully resisted. `` Bickerman quotes Hellenistic Judaism `` in the context of an acculturation comparison with Mesopotamian cultures…Judaism was the best documented of ancient Asian cultures serving to improve our understanding of monumental changes in the Near East in those centuries…however independent of Aramaic cultures, who withstood Hellenistic encroachment in Syria and surrounding regions.
 
To conclude the review, Levine’s first interpretations of the Hasmonean dynasty impacting the geographical concept and Hasmonean hegemony reclaiming ancestral land are agreeable. Furthermore, tradition and scriptures reinforced their authoritative stance to reconvert regions dominated by the Seleucid empires. These events are clarified, agreeably with the records of the book of Maccabee historically likened to the time of the Old Testament. The difference is cleansing took place amongst the tribes of Israel rather than to a foreign conqueror. However, I disagree to some extent with Collins and Mannings due to the symbiotic nature of the Hasmonean hegemony, less intrusive to Jewish prerogatives concerning the covenant. Secondly, Levine’s emphasis on the enhanced prominence of the temple in Jewish life is evident. Attempts by the priestly sects to maintain temple traditions including the Jewish festival’s relegated with time. Agreeably the temple encountered disturbances to the practices of temple rituals with Greco Greco-Roman occupation. The Hasmonaean allegiance with the Romans to deter Antiochus troops was an initiation process leading to Roman dominance by King Herod. According to Magnesse I contentiously agree that the temple extension by King Herod transitioned to a political marketplace further derailing the temple of its original purpose. Lastly, Levine’s indication of Jewish art undergoing a radical change was inevitable of Seleucid conquest with the emergence of Jewish Sects. According to Levine, archaeological evidence, and human and animal images were found on Yehud coins from Hellenistic Jerusalem. However, for centuries no human or animal presentations were found in Judea. Defensively I support Magnesse on the establishment of the various sects whom Josephus accounted for Jewish history both in the Greek and Hebrew language. Despite the dominance of the Greek language, I agree with Millar on Jewish adaption, particularly with the translation of their sacred texts. According to Bickerman and agreeably with his interpretation, the Hellenization of Judaism was properly documented compared to the other Middle Eastern empires as historically significant. Overall, and conclusively I reiterate that the topic ``Hasmonean Jerusalem was a Jewish city in a Hellenistic Orbit’’. 
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