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(Schapiro, 1999) describes a child as not yet developed but in the ‘process of being developed’. As the child is developing, we feel as an adult it is our duty to nurture, protect, and discipline them. A child is unexperienced and in need of that support until puberty. But according to the ‘United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)’ they describe that a child is someone under the age of 18 (NSPCC, 2020). The state of a child can be described differently either by physical or maturity mentioned by Kehily (2009), how long it continues culturally or historically varies. For example, in the western country may start to work at the age of 15 or 16, but in some third world countries children at the age of 5 or 6 are out working.  
Childhood is described by UNICEF (2005) is time from birth to reaching adulthood. This indicates the state and form of a child’s life, to the value of those years. People can perceive childhood in many ways, this can be pointed via the age or how they were growing up. A view that children can be vulnerable and required protection at a young age reinforces numerous of our approaches as a society concerning children. However, some people feel that children should not be exposed to the social norms as they feel they are protecting them from society. The history of childhood has argued over the meaning of this such as Aries (1960), by Veerman (1992) said that it did not exist before the 17th century. Hence, children were then treated as adults having taught the same skills and responsibilities. Marler (2008) describes the ‘Tabula Rasa’ model made by Locke in 1632 whereby he suggested children were born more unbiassed and commodities of their parents.  In the 19th century it was the parent’s responsibility to nurture their children and show them a good upbringing to the society. 
Along with parents, Family can be interpreted differently to everyone from being blood related to not even being related. Every connection is different and their own identification. L’Amore (2019) mentions that family is two people together in marriage who are communicating well, socially and respecting each other. This may include having children biologically. 
In the UK a child can drink legally from the age of 18 but can be drinking at home at a younger age. In 1933 the age of criminality was at the age of 7 but now it is at the age of 10years, in Spain the age is 16. This then suggests a child from the age of 10 is taken legally just like an adult, while still being treated as a child in other areas. 
Stearns (2017) described that Nearly 4000 years ago baby swaddling evolved, by wrapping the baby in a cloth only on their bodies and limbs originated in central Asia. This was deemed to help mothers move their children easily and then moved around eventually to America. Parents believed it help good posture for their children and a great advantage in keeping them safe, especially while parents worked. On the negative side, some countries could not use swaddling due to the heat as they could overheat the child. In many parts of Africa, especially today mothers used a sling to carry their child on their back or front. Mothers feel that it helps their young as they are comforted while they can carry on doing chores.  In the seventeenth century, the western Europe criticized swaddling as they felt that it restricted the child creating the child not to develop properly. Today swaddling is still apparent, and 90% use this technique in the first couple of months when baby is born. 
Social construction has different ways to discover about children and childhood. Showing various conceptions from diverse cultures, humanities at a diverse time range in history. It highlights on the variety of circumstances and environments in how childhood is undergone. (Norozi and Moen, 2016) describes that social construction is discovering the approaches which realism is conveyed in people’s life interactions.  
Brick (1998) stated that French historian Phillipe Aries mentioned in the medieval society childhood did not occur, which released a ton of questions about the area of childhood. In broader terms although children did exist, the thought just came across as people or younger members. Kehily (2009) describes how Phillipe Aries considered that in the medieval day’s ‘childhood’ did not exist. He claimed that in the middle age’s children mixed with adults and were no different to them. Children were less aware of their development and security whereas in society now it is become more distinctive. Conkbayir and Pascal (2014) described that Rousseau (1712) suggested that childhood was more being innocent and pure until they became consumed within the outer society. This links to child protection as children charities was introduced one of them being ‘Save the children’ which started in 1919. Soon after ‘Children and Young Persons Act’ (1933) was established to protect children from adults harming them in anyway. 
From the 18th century experts, philosophers, and educators started to study children trying to understand their developmental stages and ideas on how they grow. In the 20th century childhood became a fast-growing important concept of intervention. Having many child protection policies in place such as the United Nations Convention on the rights of the child (UNCRC). 
In current generations families have experienced vast changes and alterations. Industrialization, urbanization and major globalization have affectedly impacted families across the world. So much has evolved in times of progression in childhood with many policies and legislations occurred especially for children, one of which is ‘United Nations Convention on the rights of the child’ (UNCRC). This was to make aware and protect children with certain rights around the world. It was drafted in 1989 and introduced in 1990, applying to all children under the age of 18 years. The convention has 54 articles all covering aspects of a child’s life, explaining how the government should uphold these rights of a child and use them working together. 
Child deaths also encouraged new legislation such as the deaths of Victoria Climbe in 2000 and Peter Conolly in 2007. These cases took major reviews determining how the deaths occurred, who was accountable, and what health professionals was involved. Social workers and health professionals were getting a lot of pressure and with these major cases ‘Every Child Matters’ green paper was established in law as part of the Children’s Act (2004) described in Legislation.gov.uk (2020) to every child up to the age of 19.The ‘Every Child Matters’ chartered five areas which every child has rights too, they are: to stay safe, be healthy, enjoy and achieve, achieve wellbeing and positive influence. This made sure that health professionals intervened where possible if they felt a child was not safe. It appears that every disaster that occurred the social concept of children alters. It is thought that even in the protection of health professionals and social workers that meets the child, thinking that they would be safe, can be abused.   When the Children Act 1989 was applied had become more debated. The thought of caring for children and giving them rights as well, could have been difficult for parents as in taking them truthfully. It is the thought of giving children more power, as in the earlier historian times it was known that adults were knowledgeable in bringing children up. An example was the murder of ‘Jessica Chapman’ and ‘Holly Wells’ described by McKenzie (2009) whereby it was the school’s own caretaker that had killed both children. The school had failed to identify police inspection measures.
In the 21st century Palmer (2006) refers how the society is causing harm to the children, having media and the internet easily accessible to them at a young age exploits all adult behaviour, alcohol and sexual activity. All these leads to aspects of violence and antisocial behaviour, contradicting what Rousseau (1712) mentioned in children being innocent. Regardless of these disapprovals, the families that live with these children still get blamed, as they are growing into poor social members of the society, due to not being sheltered by them. Lower class families are categorised as poor parents and certain structures happen without the family being measured. 
This ties partly into poverty as Bonner (2006) describes that there is a link between abuse and social deprivation, as criminals seem to target vulnerable children and single mothers. This is their way to get to the children, with this being socially deprived areas are characterized largely where single mothers with children live. Having the Children’s Act 1989 in place reassures that children can be put away from harm by health professionals. 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2020) defines ‘Poverty’ as not being able to afford essential items that are under your minimum needs. This marks millions of people in the UK, from not being able to pay rent or buy essential items. The factors include worklessness, where children with parents that have no work are in poverty. According to Child Poverty Action Group (2020)  states that two thirds of poor children have only one parent at work. Having low wages but high cost childcare and housing makes it difficult to equate all daily requirements. Many low paid jobs do not have further opportunities to grow and get higher wages. Another factor that causes poverty is having less qualifications and skills along with an unsuccessful benefit system. Whether a parent is in employment or not, sometimes including all benefits it is not enough to escape poverty. Discrimination is a factor that leads to poverty, this could either be religion, disability, or class that can prevent from people getting a good job. Despite a family being in poverty, children have a right to education and 
According to Treanor (2012) The impacts in poverty of childhood are children in the older teenage group who feel sometimes they cannot contribute in social, holiday and celebrations and not able to keep up with the fashions around them, this can affect their friendships, self-esteem and may end up in being excluded from friends and maybe stigmatised. Children understand more of their family being in poverty and show compassion to their parents, for example not asking for money. This sometimes may have a positive outcome of providing a part of financial independence, but the negative would be that the child could affect their school work. Children’s experience in poverty can be difficult when growing up as it will not essentially have deprived results in adulthood.
There are some disadvantages in children’s health if they do grow up in poverty: they would be born with low birthweight, acquire illnesses which shows major signs in later physical and mental health results in adulthood. The mother would be of poor health and behaviours i.e. smoking, drugs, these factors all have socioeconomic status and have a major impact on the child’s health. The cognitive development has a major impact depending on the length of time a child experiences in poverty this effects education, employment in adulthood and relationships.  
For all of these needs for children to be picked up on and analysed the Common Assessment Framework is one intervention to support vulnerable children. OECD (2005) explains how a Common Assessment Framework is the process used to identify children with additional needs and provide them with co-ordinated provision via different agencies. After the inquiry of Victoria Climbe case in 2000, factors had shown poor early intervention, poor direction, and the disappointment to share information with other health professionals. This resulted in the Common Assessment framework (CAF)being introduced in 2004, as one of the approaches under the child protection policies and Every Child Matters (2003). The advantages to this approach was that it led to better information being shared within the health care professionals, changing how services was carried and focusing more on how to prevent further problems in a child’s wellbeing. It is used where the health sector has concerns over a child developing in a certain way or the child’s requirements are uncertain. It is calculated proof based, concentrating on requirements and strengths, and designed based on five key points from Every Child Matter policy. By the assistance of a head professional and improved information sharing technique, it helps children get the support required at an early intervention rather than later and created good communication within key agencies on how a situation could be determined.
Other than having to get the parents consent over the assessment some health professionals such as schools provide in a lot more support guided when early intervention is approached leading them to wider help. Overall, it supports early intervention, improved multi agency working together and communication throughout. It is evident that CAF assures that authorities use this to record data and important information for further work. 
Another Intervention to help mental health services for young children is the ‘Together for children for young people’ (T4CFP) model introduced by the Ministry of health and social services, 2015 which was controlled by the NHS based in Wales. The programme approved the ‘Windscreen Model’ to enlighten its philosophy. It focuses on: supporting early years progress, wellbeing of children, early intervention and specialist services. Children from the ages 0-18 years have various levels of needs and at different ages, having this intervention will help support the child even at the lowest intercession. There are 4 levels identified in this model: Universal, Additional, Intensive and Specialist, all these levels have the equipped support where needed, as children might have different needs at various levels. It is vital that all these needs are taken into reflection to define the type of help required. Gloucestershire County Council (2018) used this windscreen model for children with complex needs over a wide area of services such as education providers, GP’s, midwives, health visitors, early years services, 
To conclude there are some reoccurring issues involved such as effective communication and having the balance of achieving suitable balance between supporting families and safeguarding them for the wellness of the children. But child protection has become very known and important in our daily lives over the years improving the policy for families and society around them.
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