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A research of semantic segmentation algorithm for drug bottle defect detection based on convolutional neural network  
1. Introduction:
1.1 Purpose& Significance
With the development of technology and the progress of the times, people are paying more and more attention to issues such as food safety and medical health, and the pharmaceutical and health industry is seen by many as the biggest business opportunity of the 21st century. The development of pharmaceutical packaging is an important part of the entire pharmaceutical industry chain. The promotion of medical reform and the rapid development of pharmaceutical companies in recent years has brought about a boom in the market for the pharmaceutical packaging industry, while also posing higher requirements and greater challenges for the development of pharmaceutical packaging.
As a special commodity, the safety and efficacy of medicines need to be effectively protected, and pharmaceutical packaging plays a vital role in the transport, storage, sale and use of medicines. Pharmaceutical bottles are the most common outer packaging for medicines, and can be used to store both liquid pharmaceuticals (e.g. potions) and solid medicines (e.g. tablets). As a sign of the innovative development of the pharmaceutical packaging industry, the demand for pharmaceutical plastic bottles is increasing year by year, and its good development prospects have led to the continuous innovation of related industrial technology. 1960s and 1970s, solid dosage forms of pharmaceutical packaging mainly used soda lime glass as the main raw material of the yellow round glass bottle, although this glass bottle has better chemical stability, but has the production cost and energy consumption is too high, pollution can be large shortcomings. At the same time, polyolefin (HDPE, PP) pharmaceutical plastic bottles began to be used. Due to the high breakage rate of the glass bottle itself, not resistant to long-distance transport, while the newly developed plastic pharmaceutical bottles are tough and impact-resistant, biocompatible, resulting in this old-style glass bottles in gradually replaced by plastic bottles made of polyester. At present, except for a few liquid preparations that must use glass bottles still use glass bottles, almost all solid drugs such as tablets, cough syrup, cold and flu drops or similar liquid preparations for internal use, as well as topical drops, etc., use plastic bottles with uniform wall thickness, beautiful appearance and precise size control, especially at the mouth and threads of the bottle with high precision, which can well prevent the volatilization of the drug gas contained in the bottle and It can prevent the evaporation of drug gases inside the bottle and the infiltration of contaminated air from the outside into the bottle, which fully meets the special requirements of drug packaging.
The huge market size and economic benefits have also placed higher demands on the level of quality and safety norms for the production of pharmaceuticals, for which the government has increasingly high requirements for the cleanliness of pharmaceutical containers to meet the standards. Many enterprises may not be able to meet the relevant requirements even if they invest more than in the past to improve the relevant hardware facilities. Although the production of injection moulded pharmaceutical bottles is now fully automated, the inspection of their surface quality is still mainly manual. Manual inspection not only has a high error rate and low efficiency, but also lacks a unified standard for judging the defects of the bottles, and the effect of inspection is heavily dependent on the subjective awareness and proficiency of the inspector. For the data of defective products, manual inspection and statistics are time-consuming and laborious, so many data that have important reference value for improving the production process are not counted, resulting in a waste in a sense, which is not conducive to the future development of the industrial internet and the promotion of industrial data on the cloud. As the injection moulding process becomes more and more advanced, the production pass rate of injection moulded pharmaceutical bottles is increasing year after year, but defective products are still inevitable. Black spots, oil stains, sharp edges, missing material and other common defects in injection moulded products not only affect the aesthetics of the bottles, but also threaten the safety of medicines. The large market and the rapidly growing demand, as well as the special characteristics of pharmaceutical packaging, are driving pharmaceutical manufacturers to develop more advanced quality inspection systems. It is not only necessary to seek innovation in production processes, but also to make breakthroughs in testing methods, to integrate production and quality inspection, and to enhance corporate efficiency and international competitiveness.
Industrial production must combine speed and quality, and the development of advanced intelligent non-destructive testing systems must meet the speed of production of matched products with an accuracy that is unmatched by manual labour. The research has a set of efficient medicine bottle inspection algorithms, which is important to provide support and reference for enterprises to carry out innovation, enhance the intelligence of related enterprises and accelerate the development of industrial internet.
1.2 Semantic segmentation
With the advancement of technology and the rise of the Internet, segmentation networks that are more accurate than simple classification are sometimes needed to cope with different scenarios. Computer vision is a multidisciplinary field dedicated to solving the problem of how to allow computers to obtain the three-dimensional spatial and semantic information contained within data such as digital images or videos. Image semantic segmentation, as a classical computer vision problem, differs from image classification, which classifies the subject matter of an entire image or part of an image, while segmentation takes some raw data (e.g. a flat image) as input and transforms them into a mask with highlighted regions of interest, where each pixel in the image is assigned a category ID according to the object it belongs to This means that segmentation is achieved at the pixel level, whereas semantic segmentation belongs to the smaller problem under segmentation, which aims to segment only the parts that are needed. Since the 1970s, image segmentation has been a challenging aspect of computer vision and has attracted a great deal of effort from scholars. However, there is no universal perfect solution to the problem of semantic image segmentation, and often we need to adopt different technical routes depending on the application scenario in order to achieve better segmentation results. Traditional image segmentation methods are mainly based on surface features and combined with specific tools, but they are oriented towards relatively shallow features, mostly easy to locate features such as textures, edges, colours, shapes, etc. However, many deeper features in images, such as the whole face, are difficult to capture with traditional methods. In recent years, the emergence of applications based on deep learning, such as voice assistants, automated driving systems and virtual clothes fitting, seems to herald the gradual arrival of the era of artificial intelligence. Deep learning has also greatly accelerated the development of computer vision. As one of the important research topics in the field of computer vision, image semantic segmentation is widely used in applications such as unmanned vehicle driving, roadside pedestrian detection and medical image recognition, which has a very broad application prospect. So nowadays deep neural networks, which can capture deep semantic meaning, are widely used in the field of semantic segmentation in recent years.
Semantic segmentation is an important topic in the field of computer vision and has a wide range of promising and theoretical applications in areas such as geological detection, autonomous driving, facial segmentation, pose estimation, virtual dress changing and industrial defect detection. 
(1) Geological detection: Satellite images of land can be used for mapping. Land cover information is important for various applications, such as monitoring deforestation and urbanisation in the area. To identify the type of land cover for each pixel on a satellite image (e.g. urban, agricultural, water, etc. areas), land cover classification can be considered as a multi-level semantic segmentation task. Road and building detection is also an important research topic for traffic management, urban planning and road monitoring. Currently, there are few large-scale publicly available datasets (e.g. SpaceNet) and data tagging is always a bottleneck for segmentation tasks.
(2) Automated driving: Automated driving is a complex robotic task that requires perception, planning and execution in a constantly changing environment. Semantic segmentation can provide information about the free space on the road, the real-time status of other vehicles and the detection of information such as lane markings and traffic signs. As its safety is crucial, this task needs to be performed with the highest accuracy and speed, and its implementation is one of the biggest challenges for the future implementation of autonomous driving.
(3) Face segmentation: Semantic segmentation of faces typically involves the classification of things such as skin, hair, eyes, nose, mouth and background. Face segmentation is useful in many facial applications of computer vision, such as gender, expression, age and race estimation. Notable factors that affect face segmentation datasets and model development are lighting conditions, facial expressions, facial orientation, occlusion and variations in image resolution.
(4) Pose estimation: The goal of human pose estimation is to detect key nodes of the human body in the data, such as the head, shoulders and hips. With the information of key points, the spatial position of the person in the current image data can be determined, and the human pose composed of key points is an important representation of human behavioural characteristics. Especially in video data, the stringing together of human postures in multiple frames into behavioural trajectories is one of the important behavioural descriptors. Until the rise of deep learning and deep neural networks, the performance of human pose estimation algorithms has improved by leaps and bounds. Much of this improvement comes from the introduction of deep neural networks and the continuous improvement and optimisation of the network structure by researchers based on the human posture estimation task itself.
(5) Virtual dressing: In the field of fashion dressing, engineers would like to implement virtual dressing by computer, however, for clothing its soft and fickle nature can easily lead to the computer not being able to handle the drastic deformation and severe occlusion problems generated during the migration process, so the details of the clothing re-generated on the target human body can be easily distorted. Single body resolution also provides good segmentation of the garment area of the body and enables a more natural fitting through a dense flow field between the segmented garment area and the target's garment area, re-modelled for geometric deformation.
(6) Industrial defect detection: In the industrial sector there is always a certain rate of defective products, and the human eye is the only means of selection, on the one hand there are costs, and on the other hand manual selection is too subjective to ensure a uniform standard. Semantic segmentation is therefore widely used in the detection of industrial defects such as defects in pill bottles, cracks in metal surfaces and fabric stains.
In summary, semantic segmentation is of great interest to many fields and therefore has a wide range of applications.
2. Literature Review:
Early segmentation algorithms were mainly traditional algorithms such as grey-scale threshold segmentation, region segmentation and conditional random fields.
Greyscale threshold segmentation: the simplest form of semantic segmentation involves assigning hard-coded rules or attributes that regions must satisfy in order to be assigned specific labels. The rules can be constructed based on attributes of the pixel, such as the intensity of the grey level. One way to use this technique is the Split and Merge algorithm. This algorithm recursively splits the image into sub-regions until labels can be assigned, and then combines adjacent sub-regions with the same label by merging them. The problem with this approach is that the rules have to be hard-coded. Furthermore, it is extremely difficult to represent complex classes, such as the human body, using only grey-level information. Therefore, one of the key technical points lies in feature extraction and optimisation techniques to correctly learn the representation required for these complex classes.
Region segmentation: Region-based image segmentation methods are those that achieve segmentation by directly finding the corresponding regions, and include mainly region growing and region splitting and merging methods. The former starts from a single pixel and gradually merges the surrounding pixels to achieve the segmentation effect, while the latter starts from a global perspective, first dividing multiple sub-regions and then merging the regions to obtain the segmentation target, thus achieving the segmentation of the object. In practice, the basic form of both is often used in combination to achieve better segmentation results, but the starting point is still the consistency of the surface features within the region, which cannot be applied to complex scenarios.
Conditional random field: segmentation requires training the model to assign classes to each pixel in order to segment the image. If our model is not perfect, we may get noisy segmentation results that are impossible to obtain in nature. For example, in the case of species such as dogs and cats, whose features do not differ much from a distance, a cat can easily be confusingly classified as a cat with a tail and a dog with a head. These problems can be avoided by considering a priori relationships between pixels, for example, where objects are continuous and therefore nearby pixels tend to have the same label. To model these relationships, the conditional random field (CRF), a statistical modelling method for structured prediction, has emerged. Unlike discrete classifiers, it can take into account 'neighbouring contexts', such as the relationship between pixels, before making predictions. This made it the preferred choice for early implementations of image segmentation methods.
Nowadays, with the continuous development of computer hardware technology and the rapid development of the Internet, the neural network model of the previously proposed deep learning method has been able to shine. The most typical approach is the Convolutional Neural Network (CNN), which is an excellent feature extractor that learns the deep semantic information contained in a target from a large number of input samples to distinguish the differences between different targets, while the current Most of the work is aimed at designing an end-to-end neural network model, which is like a black box, where the user does not need to pay attention to the intermediate process, but only to the input and output. This approach not only greatly reduces the huge amount of work involved in manual feature extraction by traditional methods, but also allows the extraction of deeper layers than can be seen by the human eye. In addition to convolutional neural networks, common deep neural network models include Recursive Neural Network (RNN), LongShort Term Memory Network (LSTM), Generative Adversarial Network (GAN), etc.
In 2012, Ciresan used CNNs to challenge the semantic segmentation task. This approach takes a sliding window approach, where a small block of images (patch) centred on each pixel is fed into the CNN to predict the semantic label of that pixel, and the resulting image is fed into a convolutional neural network. From there, the image is predicted to belong to a class, and the centre pixel of this window is then labelled with this label. This process of fetching the window and predicting is repeated until all the pixel points have been labelled with their corresponding labels. This was a very interesting attempt to break the precedent of CNNs being used only for target classification, and the authors achieved the state-of-art achievement of the year. Of course, this early attempt had many drawbacks, as this method was slow and time-consuming due to the need to extract patches for each pixel for training and prediction, and its effectiveness was highly dependent on the size of the window taken, which was too small for lack of contextual information and too large for much additional computation; there was also a lot of redundant computation between many windows.
In 2014, Jonathan Long et al. at UC Berkeley proposed Fully Convolutional Networks (FCN), which achieved a huge leap in accuracy in the field of semantic segmentation, and it completely changed the previous notion of needing a window to transform a semantic segmentation task into a picture classification task, and we refer to The process of extracting features is referred to as the encoder, which is the stage where the feature map becomes smaller in the front of the FCN; the process of upsampling/deconvolution that follows is referred to as the decoder. The biggest innovation of FCN is that it completely discards the fully-connected layer from the image classification task and replaces it with a 1*1 convolutional FCN uses only the convolutional layer from beginning to end, in addition to accepting input images of arbitrary size, using deconvolution for the first time in the upsampling process, and proposing the use of jump joints to improve the roughness of the upsampling. FCN still has some drawbacks, such as: the results obtained are not yet fine enough and not sensitive to details; they do not take into account the pixel-to-pixel relationship and lack spatial consistency. This paper is considered to be the groundbreaking semantic segmentation method that is popular today. Its fully connected layer structure is still used in the most advanced segmentation models, and since then, semantic segmentation methods based on encoder-decoder models and fully convolutional neural networks have been springing up.
Due to the limitations of the convolutional layer structure, FCNs provide insufficient contextual information and need to be improved. Therefore, various methods have been proposed in recent years to explore context dependencies in order to obtain more accurate segmentation results. So far, there are two main approaches for aggregation of contextual information:Pyramid-based approaches:Several approaches such as PSPNet use pyramid-based modules or global pooling to regularly aggregate regional or global contextual information. However, they capture similar contextual relationships but ignore different classes of contexts. Attention-based approaches: Recent attention-based approaches, such as channel attention and spatial attention, selectively aggregate contextual information between different categories. However, the relationship description of the attention mechanism is not clear enough due to the lack of a clear distinction. As a result, it may select for unwanted contextual dependencies.
In 2015, UNet, proposed by Olaf Ronneberger et al. made an outstanding contribution to the task of solving segmentation at the cellular level, with its multiple firsts in the ISBIcelltracking competition in 2015. UNet is a variant of FCN, which is arguably the most commonly used and simplest segmentation model that is simple, efficient, easy to understand, easy to build, and can be trained from small datasets. Another feature of Unet is that the feature maps from each convolutional layer of the network are concatenated to the corresponding upsampling layer, so that each layer can be effectively used in subsequent computations. In this way, compared to other network structures such as FCN, Unet avoids the need for direct supervision and loss computation in the high-level feature map, and instead combines features from the low-level feature map, so that the resulting feature map contains both high-level features and This enables the fusion of features at different scales and improves the accuracy of the model results. In other words, the advantage of UNet is that the deeper the network layer is, the larger the feature map obtained, the larger the field of view, shallow convolution focuses on texture features, and the deeper network focuses on the essential kind of features, so the deeper shallow features have a lattice of meaning; another point is that the edges of the larger size feature map obtained by deconvolution are lacking information, after all, every time when down-sampling refines features, it is bound to The lost features cannot be recovered from the upsampling, so the edges can be recovered through feature stitching.
DeepLab V1 was presented at ICLR 2015 as an approach combining deep convolutional neural networks and probabilistic graphical models (DenseCRFs). It uses DenseCRFs as a post-processing method for the network. The use of DenseCRFs as a post-processing method simply means that when classifying a pixel, not only the output of DCNN (Deep Convolutional Neural Network) is considered, but also the values of the pixel points around that pixel point, so that the semantic segmentation results are clearly bounded. The main contribution is the use of null convolution, which increases the perceptual field without increasing the number of parameters; DeepLab V1 also combines the traditional method of using Fully-connected Conditional Random Field (CRF) to achieve structured prediction, which requires the training and fine-tuning of the CRF as a separate field. The training and fine-tuning of the CRFs is done as a separate post-processing step. In our experiments, we found that the root cause of the lack of accuracy of DCNNs for semantic segmentation is that repetitive pooling and downsampling reduces the resolution. But on the other hand, repetitive pooling and downsampling enlarge the receptive field, which is also crucial for the semantic segmentation task. To address this issue, DeepLab V2, proposed in 2016, uses a null convolution algorithm to extend the perceptual field without reducing the resolution of the feature map. This approach enables multi-scale processing by passing multiple rescaled versions of the original image into parallel branches of the CNN network (i.e., image pyramids), which combine feature maps generated by different dilation rates of cavity convolution. The first innovation of deeplab V3 proposed in 2007 was the improvement of the ASPP module by adding Batch Normalization (BN) to ASPP, replacing the null convolution with a 1 × 1 convolution at a sampling rate of 24. The 1 × 1 convolution, as mentioned in the paper, becomes a 1 * 1 conv when rate = feature map size, so the 1 * 1 conv is equivalent to a large rate convolution. In addition, the idea of introducing global pooling is derived from PSPnet, and compared with the original ASPP, the new ASPP module is able to aggregate global context information, whereas the previous one could only aggregate local context. feature map directly bilinearly upsampled 16 times to the desired size, which would not have enough detail information. Deeplab V3+ uses an encoder-decoder structure, and in the encoder structure: Xception is used as the DCNN, ASPP is used, and Depth-wise Separable Convolution is applied to the encoder structure. Separable Convolution is applied to the ASPP and encoder modules to make the network faster with fewer parameters, and a simple but effective decoder module is used to recover object boundaries. Depending on the available computational resources, null convolution can also be applied to extract encoder features at arbitrary resolutions. 
The Pyramid Scene Parsing Network (PSPNet), proposed in 2016, introduces more contextual information to solve the problems of mismatching semantic relationships, confusion of similar categories, difficulty in labeling objects that are too large over the perceptual field or too small, etc. When the segmentation layer has more global information, the probability of false segmentation is lower. PSPNet proposes a pyramid pooling module (PPM) with hierarchical global priority, containing information at different scales for different sub-regions of time. The module incorporates four different pyramid-scale features, with the first layer being the coarsest feature-global pooling generating a single output, and the next three layers being different scales of pooled features. To ensure the weight of the global features, if the pyramid has a total of N levels, a 1×1 convolution is used after each level to reduce the for level channel to the original 1/N. The size before unpooling is then obtained by bilinear interpolation and finally concat together.
The Mask R-CNN proposed by Kai-Ming He's team in 2017 is a novel segmentation model based on the Faster R-CNN model. This paper was also the best paper at ICCV 2017, and in Mask R-CNN's work, it accomplishes three main things: target detection, target classification, and semantic segmentation. The authors added a branch that predicts the target mask to the structure of the Faster R-CNN and improved ROI Pooling by proposing ROI Align, which operates on the principle of regression parallel processing of each input Roi.
The EncNet (Context Encoding Network) proposed by Zhang Hang et al. in 2018 introduces the Context Encoding Module, which introduces global contextual information for capturing the contextual semantics of the scene and selectively The global contextual information is used to capture the contextual semantics of the scene and selectively highlight the category-related feature maps. The Context Encoding Module is integrated into the network as an Encoding Layer to capture the global contextual information and highlight category-related feature maps, while combining advanced dilation convolution and multi-scale strategies. For example, the probability of a vehicle appearing in an indoor scene can be eliminated. The standard training process in semantic segmentation is to use only pixel-level segmentation loss, which does not exploit the global contextual information of the scene. Here, SE-Loss is proposed to regularize the network training, which enables the network to predict the presence of target classes in the scene and helps the network to learn semantic contextual information better.
The DANet (Dual Attention Network for Scene Segmentation) proposed by Jun Fu et al. in 2019 proposes a novel dual attention network with a self-attentive mechanism to enhance the discriminative power of feature representations for scene segmentation. the DANet uses a positional attention module to learn the spatial interdependence of features, and designs The channel attention module is designed to model channel interdependencies. It significantly improves segmentation results by modelling rich contextual dependencies on local features. The latest state-of-the-art results were obtained in three popular benchmark tests, including the Cityscapes dataset, the PASCAL Context dataset and the COCO Stuff dataset.The overall framework of DANet first deforms ResNet by removing the downsampling of the last two modules and then applying a null convolution to obtain an output feature map with a size of This output feature map is then fed to each of the two attention modules to capture global (long-range) semantic information [some kind of connection between pixels]. In the positional attention module, a positional attention matrix is first generated to model the relationship between any two points, then the attention matrix is matrix multiplied with the feature matrix, and the multiplication result is added element by element to the original feature matrix to obtain the final result with some characterisation of the global semantics. The operation of the channel attention module is similar, except that the multiplication is done in the channel dimension. The results of the two modules are finally aggregated to obtain a better representation for the next pixel-by-pixel prediction.
In 2021, Google proposed the self-attention-based VIT (Vision Transformer), which first left behind convolutional neural networks and used pure self-attention blocks to open up new ideas in the field of computer vision, achieving sota in several areas, and various improvements have emerged since then, such as SwinTransformer, Segformer, SeMask, etc. The pure Transformer network is theoretically an infinite field of perception, each block gets the information of the whole image, but the field of perception is not as large as possible, this will lead to the very fatal problem that the parameters are too huge, so many people in which the concept of convolution similar to the convolutional kernel is introduced to reduce the field of perception or provide a similar mechanism of attention. 
Based on the good performance of deep learning in image semantic segmentation, most of the currently available semantic segmentation methods are also based on improvements of the above mentioned methods, using image semantic segmentation as a technical reference and combining the structure of the dataset itself to improve the performance of the model. Taking the task of human body parsing as an example, there are various ideas for optimisation; feature-based augmentation is a common idea for optimising neural network models. Although neural networks have feature filtering capabilities, using more discriminative features can often enhance the performance of the network model. Enhancing feature information and aggregating multidimensional semantic information is commonly used in the field of semantic segmentation of images. For example, feature enhancement can be attempted for the human body by separating human clothing, extracting the features separately and then combining them to achieve the enhancement effect. The use of an attention mechanism is also a common feature enhancement technique, whereby more discriminative features are extracted from the network. The idea of optimisation based on the human body structure is specific to the human body structure, i.e. the small areas that need to be recognised are not unconnected throughout the human body. For example, a normal human body would include regions such as hair, head, arms, legs and feet. The regions are related, for example, hair and head are adjacent to each other. JPPNet has used human keypoint information for optimisation and has demonstrated the effectiveness of this approach. Human body resolution can be integrated with tasks such as edge detection and target recognition pose estimation. Making a single network model with multiple capabilities. In particular, edge detection is only needed to implement the pixel binary classification problem, and it is worth exploring the idea of optimising the model through the losses generated by edges, as edge detection has a very good constraint on the structure of the human body. Generative Adversarial Networks (GAN) is outstanding for generative image tasks. It consists of two basic networks, the generator and the discriminator. To use GAN for image semantic segmentation tasks, the segmentation network can be used as a generator, and the original image is fed to the discriminator along with the annotated image to determine its truthfulness and generate an adversarial loss, which is used as a cost function to optimise the network model. Self-supervised learning is also a very informative idea, by introducing a secondary task to supervise the main segmentation task, good segmentation can be achieved with a small amount of labels.
2021 was a very exciting year, with many things that have been used for a long time being disrupted, such as the status of convolutional kernels, MLP being picked up again, and two ideas for MLP networks proposed by Google and Facebook respectively, both with fantastic results. Innovation does not come from nothing but is based on the extension of existing knowledge.
3. Methods: 
3.1 Design a semantic segmentation network based on convolutional neural network
Because traditional machine learning methods need to use manual feature extraction, it is difficult to achieve end-to-end implementation if the scene is changed a little, resulting in high learning cost, long verification time and low inspection efficiency. In this paper, semantic segmentation algorithm will be used for defect detection. The self-built defect data set of bottle caps will be used to construct convolutional neural network to extract image features and predict whether there are spots, stains and scratches according to the segmentation prediction graph. The proposed improvements in this paper are as follows
3.2 Self attention
The introduction of self-attention to obtain the global impact on local features allows the network to sense the impact of environmental changes on the semantic features of the target, thus improving the segmentation accuracy by cropping the image into blocks and then inputting the small image blocks in parallel, using self-attention to make each small image block obtain the impact of all other small blocks on it, the internal mechanism of self-attention is shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1 self-attention
3.3 Variety of convolution methods
Using multiple convolutional approaches and fusing multi-scale semantic features, reducing network depth to enhance network width, reducing the number of parameters without affecting accuracy, speeding up segmentation and improving segmentation efficiency, for example, the depth-separable convolution proposed in MobileNet can, when used properly, it can improve efficiency without significantly reducing it, which makes it a very popular choice, as shown in Figures 2, 3.

Figure 2 normal convolution


Figure 3 depthwise separable convolution

3.4 Self-supervising
The idea of self-supervised learning can be introduced, and auxiliary tasks are proposed to improve the sensitivity of the model to changes in picture quality, environment, and lighting, to improve the generalisation ability of the model, and to reduce the cost of annotation.
4. Results: 
There is no public dataset available for the defects in the cap of a medicine bottle. The dataset in this paper comes from an actual engineering project, as shown in Figure 5, and contains images of the cap of a medicine bottle in the side, front and top directions.
The specific work flow is: firstly, the dataset is enhanced by affine transformation, and the convolutional neural network is designed to extract the features of the object to segment the defects in the image, while the depth and width of the network are optimized for the defect detection accuracy and depth respectively.
Research in defect detection is divided into target localisation, edge detection and semantic labelling, where all research is based on two sub-problems: how to obtain the spatial location of the target in the image and how to characterise the behavioural information of the target.
The current research programme, mostly Dilated FCN on top of that. In this setting, researchers are doing work within a certain framework, and most of the previous studies have been doing either.
(1) design a more effective backbone to extract more effective semantic information, or a more effective semantic segmentation head to make more effective predictions on the extracted features.
(2) Modify the feature flow, i.e. adaptively change the parameters during the training process to find a better solution.
Problem to be solved.
Based on the above two ideas, in addition to multi-scale fusion for the head, a self-attentive mechanism can be used to enable the target in the image to capture the influence of other regions on it, improving the impact of environmental changes on the segmentation results of the model.
For the training parameters, in addition to introducing a learning rate based on the training variation, a target-enhanced loss function can be designed for the target characteristics.
Also, for the dataset, the dataset affine transform is augmented by image pre-processing, while a self-supervised learning approach can be referred to by adding an auxiliary task to supervise the main task, which can give relatively good results on a less annotated dataset For example, a main task with an auxiliary task is set up as follows.
Main task: the usual segmentation task
Auxiliary task: the original image is rotated by a random angle and fed into the model, and the auxiliary task uses the resulting feature map to determine the rotation angle of the original image.
This allows the network to learn "features that do not change with the rotation of the image", so that the design of a unique auxiliary task with specific requirements can help improve the final result.
[bookmark: _Hlk99642502]5. Evaluation: 
Defect detection networks based on convolutional neural networks have achieved very good results in many fields, such as steel weld detection, fabric surface detection, and in the state of development of the pharmaceutical industry, a low-cost, end-to-end pharmaceutical bottle cap defect detection algorithm is very much in demand by companies, and the algorithm is highly feasible, while having practical significance in practical application scenarios.
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APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL

In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  

Delete the Guidance Notes at the end of the form BEFORE submitting your application

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	1
	Full Name:
	Yuhang Lan

	2
	Tick all boxes which apply:

	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	3
	Undergraduate Student
	☐	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☒


	4
	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	University of Wales Trinity Saint David


	5
	Campus:
	SA1 8PH


	6
	E-mail address:
	2105617@student.uwtsd.ac.uk


	7
	Contact Telephone Number:
	8615927603620


	
	For students:

	8
	Student Number:
	2105617

	9
	Programme of Study:
	MSc Software Engineering

	10
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Tim Bashford






SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	1
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☒	NO
	☐
	
	
	Date

	2
	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☒	31/03/2022

	3
	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐	

	4
	
	Other (write in)

	☐	



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines.

	1
	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice

	☒
	2
	
UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☐

	3
	

	☐



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
	1
	Does the research activity involve collaborators outside of the University?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	2
	If Yes, please provide the name of the external organisation and name and contact details for the main contact person and confirmation this person has consented to their personal data being shared.as part of this collaboration.

	3
	Institution
	


	4
	Contact person name
	


	5
	Contact person e-mail address

	

	6
	Has this individual consented to sharing their details on this form?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	7
	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	8
	Is your research externally funded
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	9
	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	10
	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	11
	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	12
	Permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	13
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	14
	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	1
	Indicative title:
	A research of semantic segmentation algorithm for drug bottle defect detection based on convolutional neural network

	2
	Proposed start date:
	10/05/2022
	Proposed end date:
	18/07/2022

	3
	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the three points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	4
	Purpose of Research Activity

This paper aims to take the bottle cap as the goal, aiming at its defects and stains in the production process, research and realize its based on
The research and implementation of the convolution neural network defect detection algorithm for drug bottle cap is carried out. The data set is enhanced by affine transformation, and the features of objects extracted by convolution neural network are designed to segment the defects in the image. Meanwhile, the accuracy and depth of defect detection are optimized according to the depth and width of the network respectively.

(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	Research Question

How to construct a fast and accurate neural network

How to solve the problem of less tags on data sets

(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Aims of Research Activity

According to the characteristics of plastic drug bottle caps on the industrial assembly line and the actual application situation, design an effective feature extraction backbone network with as few parameters as possible, and a more accurate and rapid segmentation prediction head structure is designed. The algorithm is optimized to improve the convergence speed and segmentation accuracy.

(this box should expand as you type)

	7
	Objectives of Research Activity

Construct a fast and accurate neural network;

Improved loss function;

Introducing auxiliary tasks.

(this box should expand as you type)

	8
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed.

	9
	
1. Design a semantic segmentation network based on convolutional neural network 
2. Self attention
3. Variety of convolution methods
4. Self-supervising


(this box should expand as you type)




	10
	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	11
	
Wuhan University of Technology
(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants.

	13
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	14
	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available?   

	NO
	☒

	
	
	YES
	☐

	15
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with prevailing data protection law of the country in question and England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	1
	Will the research activity include:
	
YES
	
NO

	2
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☐
	☒

	3
	Use of interviews?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Use of diaries?
	☐
	☒

	5
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	10
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	12
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	13
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Other primary data collection methods, please explain in this box
For example, ‘focus groups’. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) in this box and tick the accompany box.
	☐
	☒

	16
	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
	1
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	2
	Students or staff at the University?
	☐
	☐

	3
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☐
	☐

	4
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☐

	5
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☐

	6
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☐

	7
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☐

	8
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☐

	9
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☐

	10
	Others (please identify specifically any group who may be unable to give consent) please indicate here and tick the appropriate box.

	☐
	☐

	11
	Other – please indicate here:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	12
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	13
	How many participants are expected?

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	14
	Who will the participants be?

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	15
	How will you identify the participants?
	


(this box should expand as you type)





	16
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	17
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	18
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	19
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	20
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	21
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	22
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	23
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	24
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	25
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	26
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	27
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	28
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	29
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	30
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	31
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	32
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	33
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	34
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks
	1
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	2
	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 

	Yes 
	☐

	
	
	No
	☐

	3
	Risks to participants
For example: emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	4
	Risk to Participant:


(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you mitigate the Risk to Participant



(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Risks to investigator
For example: personal safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to Investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you mitigate the Risk to Investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)

	7
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to University:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you mitigate the Risk to University:



(this box should expand as you type)



	8
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	9
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	10
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☐
	☐



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality
	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage
In completing this section refer to the University’s Research Data Management Policy and the extensive resources on the University’s Research Data Management web pages (http://uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/).
	1
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person.
	☐
	☐

	2
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	
☐
	
☐

	4
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	5
	
Will the research activity involve storing personal data and/or special category data on one of the following:
	YES
	NO

	6
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☐

	7
	University computers?
	☐
	☐

	8
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☐

	9
	Home or other personal computers?
	☐
	☐

	10
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☐
	☐

	11
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☐
	☐

	12
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☐

	13
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	

(this box should expand as you type)

	14
	All Data Storage

	15
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	16
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☐

	17
	Sharing of data with others at the University?
	☐
	☐

	18
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☐

	19
	Export of data outside the European Union or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☐

	20
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☐

	21
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☐

	22
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☐

	23
	Data archiving?
	☐
	☐

	24
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and DPA (and/or any international equivalent):

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	27
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	28
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	29
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)

	YES
	☐

	
	
	NO
	☐

	30
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☐

	
	
	NO
	☐





SECTION K: Declaration
	31
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	
	Signature of applicant:
	
	Date:




For STUDENT Submissions:
	32
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Tim Bashford
	Date:30/03/2022 

	33
	Signature:
	[image: ]



For STAFF Submissions:
	34
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	35
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☐
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☐
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☐
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (and have NOT completed Section H of this form) (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☐
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☐
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.

	☐

	I have deleted the guidance notes before submitting the PG2 for consideration



	RESEARCH STUDENTS AND STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.
You will be informed of the outcome of your claim by email; therefore it is important that you check your University and personal email accounts regularly.

	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit  this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.



October 2020	1	Ethical Approval Form
image3.png
3 channel Input Filters * 3 Maps * 3





image4.png
Maps * 3 Filters * 4 Maps * 4

/4
e





image5.jpeg
TM Ao{”j LO‘V\




image1.png
fo [
transpose

& attention
map

convolution =
feature maps (x)

softmax self-attention

2x) feature maps (0)

TN ! o—{

Ixlcony =
heo

Ixicons





image2.png
3 channel Input Filters * 4 Maps * 4





image6.jpeg
S ] Prifysgol Cymru
N{ ¥ Drindod Dew Sant

2" University of Wales
Trinity Baint David




