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Human Evolution 2023
The course may bear some similarity to the lecture programme outlined below. The course will consist of lectures and some practical sessions.  The lectures are at 10.00 a.m. for three hours, in Arts 1 and the ‘bones’ lab – see facilities and moodle pages for more information on this space. We also now have the ‘materialities’ lab – for practical work.
Lecture Programme 

Week one beginning 27 November: Introduction: models within palaeoanthropology
Evolutionary overview, meet the Ancestors and key debates. The earliest origins and the Australopithecines, foraging debates, early bipedalisim, morphology and what it means.
Week two beginning 4 December: Early hominins: Birth of society with the emergence of the genus Homo or just the ability to walk but not yet talk? Hunting debates, stone tool use and procurement – did hunting make us human?
Assessment 1 Infographic deadline Sunday 10th December 2023
Week three beginning 11 December: Development and dispersal of the Homo lineage: Social organisation: Homo erectus Tools and tool making, hunting-scavenging, provisioning… Out of Africa, going global.
Assessment 2 Practical paper – do we want this before Christmas or afterwards? 17th December 2023
Christmas break – Merry Christmas everybody

Week four beginning 8 January 2024:  Culture contact culture conflict
The Neanderthals and Modern humans: Homo sapiens Symbolism, language, etc. Who’s got the art and who’s got the smarts?
Assessment 3 deadline Sunday 14th January 2024
These sessions will cover such themes as origin of bipedalism, social organisation of early hominins, hunting scavenging debates, provisioning, language, physical anthropology, ritual and art. The main focus will be to understand how palaeoanthropologist use the fossil and archaeological records to construct narratives about the origins and nature of our past and present life histories. Most of these issues are linked to food provisioning and often hunting as the driver. There are, however, lots of other themes so take a look on the moodle page for suggestions.
Assessment: All assessment details and deadlines will be on the Assessments page and/or the submission links page of Moodle. There is a level 5 portfolio assessment link and one for level 6. There are also assessment criteria and some useful links to help you with some elements of the assessment. ANY and ALL amendments or updates will appear there – so look there for any changes.
Submission is through moodle by 12 midnight on the deadline day (effectively 11.59 p.m.).
Reading will be posted on moodle on a topic-by-topic basis for some specific topics. Links and draft links will be set up for assignments 1 and 3, again upload to the correct link…it is your responsibility to do this. There is only one link for assignment 2 – the practical. The links will be set for you to submit by Midnight.
Word of warning: the use of the internet is commonplace and indeed a good starting place to do any research on a topic you may not be familiar with. Be careful when it comes to such a topic as this as there is a lot of personal opinion out there, web sites with very strong agendas, and to be fair to human evolutionary studies a lot of speculation on what the evidence may mean. You need to be aware of plagiarism as a lot of sites use some standard sources for their information and it is easy to be caught out when you may not be very familiar with terminology etc. below are some more useful and authoritative sites.
http://humanorigins.si.edu/ Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History. Try their interactive timeline as well at http://humanorigins.si.edu/evidence/human-evolution-timeline-interactive
https://www.britannica.com/science/human-evolution Encyclopaedia Britannica (written by Russ Tuttle) although it has irritating ads throughout!
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