HPRS5008 / HPRS6008
From Maccabees to Masada: Jews, Christians and Romans (167 BCE - 74 CE)


Worksheet for Monday 18th May 
	
Definitions

What do we mean by Hellenism / Hellenization?
The submersion of a society to the ideals of the higher power in the Hellenistic period.

What was the Seleucid Empire?
The Seleucid empire was the ruling family of Syria during the Hellenistic period, that also had ruling influence over Judea in the 4th century, led by Antiochus Epiphanes. 

Who were the Hasmonean (Maccabean) family and what did they do?
They were a clan in Judea that had enough of Assyrian power over Judea and the persecution of Judaism, so decided to rebel. The rebellion movement was successful, known as the Maccabean revolt named after Judah the Maccabee, together with his father Mattathias the Hasmonean, the movement reclaimed and purified the temple in 164 BCE.
 
What was the High Priest and what was their role?
The high priest was a role in society that was linked to the religious aspect of governing society. The high priest would have the role of organising the running of religious ceremonies, festivals and other religious aspects of ancient life.

What does pre-exilic Israel mean?
The Israel land before the Babylonian exile, which was when Jews in Judea were exiled to Babylonia. 

Questions based on Reading 
1. What did you think were the main arguments in the reading?
The only argument I got from the chapter was that the control of the land was constantly shifting from external and internal powers.

2. Based on Shaye Cohen’s Chapter 1 Reading and any additional research that you have undertaken, what could be described as the main historical, religious, and/or political events leading up the Maccabean Revolt of 167- 160 BCE? 
- 587 BCE the Jews were exiled to Babylonia and the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed.
- 539 BCE Babylonia was conquered by the Persians and the Jews that had been exiled there were allowed to return to their homeland by Cyrus the Great. 
- 516 BCE after conflict between the returning Jews and the non-exiled Jews the temple was rebuilt.
- The work done by Ezra and Nehemah.
- 301 BCE Judea was part of the Kingdom of Egypt, ruled by Macedonian Ptolemies. 
- 200 BCE Judea was conquered by the Seleucids.
- 168/167 BCE the Seleucid king Antiochus Epiphanes persecuted Judaism. 

3. As Cohen stated on p.15, “In 164 B.C.E. the Maccabees reconquered and purified the temple; the end of the Seleucid rule followed 20 years later,” what is the overall significance of these points from an ancient Jewish perspective? 
The purifying of the temple can be considered to be of importance from an ancient Jewish perspective, as it was the reclaiming of an importance religious feature that was important in the religious worship. As it had been defiled it was important for it to be purified to restore the temples religious importance to the Jews.

4. How significant is it that the Maccabean family who began as “insignificant country priests” later became High priests and kings (for this you may need to research more into the role of the High Priests in Judaism during the 2nd century BCE)?
It is significant as it shows that roles such as High priests and Kings in ancient times can be acquired by many different people from many different backgrounds and in many different ways, depending on the current societal climate at the time of rising. So, in this case the Maccabean family were able to rise as there was support for their plans to overthrow the external Assyrian rule that had been cast on the homeland.

5. How different was life during the Second Temple Judaism compared to life in pre-exilic Israel? 
There were conflicts between returning exiled Jews and non-exiled Jews that had not left.

6. What are the potential biases with the Maccabean texts? 
Especially 1 Maccabees contains bias towards the Maccabean revolt as it shows the revolt was to benefit the Jews as the external power was persecuting them, which was obviously bad for the Jews that were not Hellenised, so the texts would look highly on the people responsible to the revolt against and ending of Assyrian rule. 
