Reflective Report: What Is the Purpose of Education? Individual Behaviours or Systemic Issues

1. Introduction
   - Introduce the central philosophical question: What is the purpose of education?
   - Present the inquiry into whether behavioural challenges in schools are symptoms of individual shortcomings or reflect the failings of an educational system that may have lost sight of its true purpose.
   - Outline the dissertation’s structure, aiming to explore both the intended purpose and possible limitations of modern educational frameworks in addressing these challenges.

2. Historical and Philosophical Context of Education
   - Explore the historical evolution of educational systems, with attention to the shifting values and aims they were designed to uphold.
   - Examine key reforms and their impact, questioning if education has strayed from its philosophical roots and fundamental purposes.

3. Standardization vs. Individual Development
   - Analyse the modern educational paradigm that often favours standardization over individual development.
   - Present case studies illustrating the consequences of a uniform approach, and discuss the deeper implications: Is education meant to cultivate individuality or merely prepare individuals to fit within society?

4. External Influences on Student Experience and Behaviour
   - Investigate the effects of trauma, socio-economic status, and home environment on student behaviour.
   - Question the ethical role of education in responding to or addressing these external factors: Can education fulfil its purpose without acknowledging and incorporating the broader context of each student’s life?

5. Educator Self-Awareness and the Role of Teaching
   - Reflect on the role of educator self-awareness in fostering a meaningful educational experience.
   - Discuss whether self-awareness and empathy in teaching can transcend systemic limitations, and consider if the purpose of education is fulfilled when teachers approach students as individuals rather than as products of a system.

6. Systemic Shortcomings vs. Individual Responsibility
   - Engage in the philosophical debate over whether behavioural issues reflect flaws in individual students or the system itself.
   - Consider whether an education system focused on compliance and uniformity can truly fulfil its purpose or if it inherently suppresses the curiosity, individuality, and critical thinking it should cultivate.



7. The Cycle of Behavioural Issues and Systemic Reinforcement
   - Explore how current educational practices may perpetuate cycles of behavioural issues, asking whether these issues are created by the system itself.
   - Discuss the philosophical implications of disciplinary methods and question if they support or undermine education’s deeper purpose.

8. Toward a Redefinition of Education: Breaking the Cycle
   - Explore the need for a systemic re-evaluation that moves beyond behavioural management to consider the purpose of education as a transformative journey for individuals and society.
   - Propose that addressing behavioural issues requires a philosophical shift that views education not merely as preparation but as an ethical engagement with students’ unique potential.

9. Conclusion
   - Summarize the dissertation’s exploration of individual and systemic causes of behavioural challenges, returning to the central question of education’s purpose.
   - Offer recommendations for reimagining educational goals, urging policymakers, educators, and society to view education as a space for personal and collective transformation rather than mere instruction.


Introduction

Education, at its most fundamental, is an enterprise not just of instruction but of guiding human potential toward greater knowledge, understanding, and purpose. Yet, in practice, education has become a domain fraught with challenges, with student behaviour often treated as a primary indicator of success or failure. This dissertation seeks to explore these challenges through a more fundamental philosophical question: What is the purpose of education? Are behavioural issues within schools reflective of individual failings, or do they reveal a more profound dissonance between the current system and the true aims of education?

By critically examining existing literature and empirical studies, this research will delve into the complexities of behavioural issues in educational settings. Yet beyond the immediate goal of understanding behavioural dynamics, it aims to probe a deeper inquiry: Is the educational system achieving its intended purpose, or has it drifted from its philosophical ideals? Through this examination, the study intends to reflect on whether contemporary education is meeting the holistic needs of students or merely serving as a system that enforces conformity and discipline at the expense of individual growth.







Brief Overview of the Thesis Statement

This dissertation argues that while behavioural issues in education may seem to arise from individual students, they are, in fact, intricately tied to the larger educational system's values, methods, and ultimate objectives. It proposes that if education’s purpose is to nurture critical thought, self-awareness, and a compassionate understanding of others, then addressing behavioural issues requires more than surface-level management. Instead, it calls for a reflective critique of the very structure and goals of the educational system itself.

Behavioural challenges are visible, immediate concerns that reveal, perhaps more than anything else, the impact of a system’s underlying principles on individual development. By analysing the ways in which socio-economic disparities, standardized teaching practices, and institutional policies shape student experiences, this dissertation questions whether the system inadvertently creates the very behavioural challenges it seeks to address. In this way, the study highlights the need for a more profound understanding of education’s purpose, seeking a vision of education that transcends control and compliance to foster true intellectual and ethical growth.


Inquiry into the Purpose of Education

At its heart, this dissertation is a philosophical exploration of education’s purpose. Should education be a tool for imparting fixed knowledge, a preparation for social integration, or a transformative process that empowers individuals to think critically, act ethically, and grow as autonomous beings? By re-examining behavioural issues within this broader philosophical framework, the study raises questions about whether the current system truly aligns with an ideal of education that respects the individuality, curiosity, and moral agency of students.

Understanding the root causes of behavioural issues becomes not only a question of practical management but a philosophical inquiry into education’s ultimate aim. Are schools designed to nurture and develop each student’s potential, or have they become spaces where uniformity is valued over individuality, where behavioural compliance is prioritized over intellectual curiosity? By questioning these foundations, this study argues that education should be reimagined as an ethical endeavour focused on developing the whole person rather than enforcing conformity.

The Call for Systemic Reflection and Redefinition

If behavioural issues are pervasive, it raises the question: Do these reflect individual student failings or, more fundamentally, the failure of an educational system that has become estranged from its purpose? This dissertation suggests that focusing solely on individual behaviour misses the broader systemic issues that contribute to these challenges. Addressing behavioural issues in a meaningful way, therefore, requires not just reform but a redefinition of education itself. It calls for a system that prioritizes the individual’s development as a thoughtful, engaged, and compassionate member of society, rather than one that prioritizes order and uniformity.

The ultimate contention of this dissertation is that behavioural issues in schools serve as symptoms of a larger philosophical problem. A system that values control over curiosity, conformity over critical thinking, and compliance over compassion may indeed create the behavioural challenges it later seeks to address. Through this study, we seek to contribute to a renewed vision of education, one that sees behaviour not merely as something to manage but as an opportunity to cultivate deeper values of self-awareness, social responsibility, and intellectual freedom.


Toward a New Vision of Education

The inquiry into educational purpose cannot be separated from the way students are taught, disciplined, and engaged. Through this philosophical investigation, the dissertation aims to shed light on how individual behaviour and systemic structures interact, challenging educators, policymakers, and society at large to re-evaluate education’s ultimate aims. Rather than viewing students merely as subjects to be disciplined, this study advocates for an education system that sees students as whole individuals, whose behaviours are influenced by and reflective of a broader system that should be committed to supporting their holistic development.

This dissertation is thus a call to reimagine education not as a series of methods for behaviour management but as a domain for nurturing human potential in its fullest sense. By embracing a philosophical inquiry into the purpose of education, we can begin to envision a system that genuinely serves both individual and collective growth, aligning more closely with ideals of compassion, critical thinking, and self-knowledge.

Bibliography
Books
1. Dewey, John. Democracy and Education: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Education. Macmillan, 1916.
2. Freire, Paulo. Pedagogy of the Oppressed. Bloomsbury Academic, 1970.
3. Illich, Ivan. Deschooling Society. Harper & Row, 1971.
4. Noddings, Nel. The Ethics of Care: Personal, Political, and Global. University of California Press, 2013.
5. Rousseau, Jean-Jacques. Émile, or On Education. Translated by Allan Bloom, Basic Books, 1979 [1762]
6. Foucault, Michel. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. Vintage Books, 1977.
Journal Articles
5. Biesta, Gert J.J. "Good Education in an Age of Measurement: On the Need to Reconnect with the Question of Purpose in Education." Educational Assessment, Evaluation and Accountability, vol. 21, no. 1, 2009, pp. 33–46.

