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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

The policing incident I will be discussing is a Domestic Violence incident between a mother and son. The parties in question have a vast DV history, whereby the perpetrator is the son and approximately forty years of age. In this essay I will discuss the different approaches used in this incident to protect the victim, and reflect on what happened.

Domestic Violence can be defined as “any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive, threatening behaviour, violence or abuse between those aged 16 or over who are, or who have been intimate partners or family members regardless of gender or sexuality”. (College of Policing 2023). 

The perpetrator in this incident is also a prolific offender, with previous convictions for a range of offences such as Actual Bodily Harm, Possession of class A drugs, Theft, and Burglary. Approximately three months before the incident in question, the perpetrator was arrested for theft and fraud, as he had stolen his mother’s bank cards and used them without her permission. Whilst this was under investigation, the perpetrator was released from custody with bail conditions. The bail conditions were that he was prohibited from having any contract with his mother, and that he wasn’t allowed to attend his mother’s address. These bail conditions were imposed to protect his mother as the victim, and to prevent any further offences. 

Whilst this investigation was ongoing, the perpetrator was recalled to prison for a breach of his licence conditions. There were no further incidents between the victim and perpetrator during this time. 

The day that the perpetrator was released from prison, he had made arrangements with the victim to go back to her home address. This was despite the fact that there were bail conditions in place, meaning that the perpetrator had broken his conditions. When he had arrived at his mother’s address, an altercation took place whereby he kicked his mother, causing severe bruising and haematoma. The perpetrator was arrested again and remanded into custody as he was recalled back to prison. The victim spent three days in hospital receiving treatment for her injuries. 

For both incidents, the victim has made positive statements against the perpetrator. The victim resides in a council-run complex whereby there is a care line alarm in every flat. She lives alone in her flat, and she suffers with a disability which affects her mobility. 

When officers initially attended at both incidents, the victim was offered a DASH. A Domestic Abuse, Stalking and Harassment questionnaire is offered to every victim of domestic abuse. It is a set of twenty-six questions, which are largely yes or no answers, and the answers given are used to determine a level of risk.  A DASH should be offered to the victim at every domestic incident, regardless of whether an offence has taken place. The DASH which is completed with the victim is then sent to the local authority, and in the case that the victim refuses a DASH, one will be submitted in on their behalf. 

Dr Amanda Robinson from Cardiff University conducted a study whereby forty-three police forces were asked to describe their approaches in dealing with domestic incidents and the way in which they use the DASH. The aim of the study was to identify the different approaches or models of risk-led policing. To conduct this study, two-thousand domestic abuse incidents were analysed, sixty-one interviews with police were conducted and there were over a thousand online surveys conducted. Overall, the DASH was found to be a valued concept. However, the quality and completeness of the DASH was found to be an issue and a cause of concern for police and partners, which has raised questions regarding the operational delivery of it. Of the Independent Domestic Violence Advisors (IDVAs) who were involved in the study, it was suggested that response officers do not have the time to spend with victims which would ensure that the DASH was completed properly. Whilst the questions are mostly ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answers, there is a lack of detailed information which would help to give a deeper understanding. An issue raised by officers was that there is not enough training in relation to how to effectively complete a DASH to ensure that the most effective risk assessment is made (Robinson 2016). 

Another study was conducted by Liverpool John Moores University, whereby the risk factors that are included on a DASH were evaluated for reoffending rates. Data from Devon and Cornwall Constabulary was used, and one thousand, four hundred and forty-one domestic abuse perpetrators were monitored over a twelve-month period. It was found that 18.7 percent committed a further domestic abuse offence. The study aimed to identify the risk assessment factors which when answered ‘yes’, were the most attributed to reoffending. It was found that ‘criminal history’, ‘frightened’, ‘problems with drugs or alcohol’, and ‘separation’ were the risk factors present in this group. The most significant of the two were ‘separated’ and ‘criminal history’, and of the reoffenders, approximately half of them were considered violent. The study indicated that of the twenty-five risk factors on a DASH, twenty-one do not necessarily indicate whether they will reoffend. Whilst this study provided an insight into whether the risk factors were effective, it did not provide an evaluation into the effectiveness of the DASH as a whole (Almond et al 2017). The perpetrator in this incident had both a criminal history, and is a regular drug user, an alcoholic and heroin addict, and has a warning marker for violent. The case in question therefore provides support for this claim that the above characteristics are attributed to reoffending.

In this incident, the victim refused to complete a DASH as she has a vast DV history involving her son. She would have been offered the DASH at the time of every incident, and because she had done it so many times, she did not want to do it again. In her words “Nothing happens anyway”. 
In the previous DASH risk assessments, which had been completed at the time of the other incidents, the victim has been graded as high risk through her answers on the DASH. With factors such as the fact that both parties live at separate addresses, on this occasion they were medium risk.

Repeat victims of Domestic Abuse can also be considered for a ‘flag’ or critical marker, to ensure that any calls involving the victim or at the address are treated urgent, and all officers are aware of the previous history between the parties. The victim’s address had a critical marker for Domestic Abuse from previous incidents, and the victim herself also had a flag for a Domestic Abuse victim from her son as the perpetrator. 

When victims of Domestic Abuse are graded as high risk, they are offered the support of an Independent Domestic Violence Advisor (IDVA). The role of an IDVA can be defined according to seven key principles: independence, professionalism through intensive training, a focus on safety options, crisis interventions, supporting high risk victims, working in partnership with statutory and voluntary services, and reducing victim withdrawal (Ross et al, 2022). Due to the previous high-risk grading for the victim, she previously had an IDVA allocated to her, she did not in this case because of the medium-risk grading. This meant that even after working with an IDVA, she was still considered a repeat victim of DV. In this case, the IDVA was crucial, I worked alongside her to ensure that the victim was adequately safeguarded. Due to the nature of my role as a response officer, it was not always possible for me to update the victim regularly. I found that the IDVA was in regular contact with the victim, and when I had spoken to the victim she agreed that the IDVA had been helpful with her safeguarding and reassurance. 

A Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC) unites statutory and non-statutory agencies, and will coordinate a response to support the victim (Cleaver et al 2019). A MARAC may be held for three reasons; through an actuarial risk assessment, professional judgement, or through the MARAC threshold, which is when an incident is graded as high risk (Robinson, 20130).The first MARAC meeting was held in Cardiff in 2003, and they are now held in over two hundred and fifty areas. An IDVA plays a crucial role in a MARAC meeting, as they will coordinate the actions of the involved areas, and represent the victim’s voice. There was a MARAC meeting held in relation to the above domestic incident I attended, even though this incident wasn’t high risk. During this meeting, there was a safeguarding plan developed and put in place for the victim. An example of this included supplying her with a Ring Doorbell, on the front of her flat door, so that she knew who was outside before she considered opening the door. 

Whilst the most important thing is to ensure that the victim is properly safeguarded, due to the level of assault which had taken place, it was very important to ensure that the offence was investigated. Whilst dealing with a vulnerable victim who is likely to be called to court to give evidence, it is important to discuss special measures with them. Vulnerable victims are set out by the Youth and Criminal Evidence Act 1999, and categorised as children, people with learning disabilities or mentally disordered, people with a physical disability or disorder, and people suffering from fear or distress as a result of the crime or as a result of intimidation (Burton et al, 2006). The victim in this incident was considered to be vulnerable as she suffered from depression and anxiety. Since the perpetrator in this case was her son, she felt particularly anxious about giving evidence in court. 

The Youth and Criminal Evidence Act 1999 recognised that some victims and witnesses may struggle when giving evidence in court, and special measures were therefore introduced in order to. The special measures include but are not limited to; giving evidence behind a screen positioned around the witness box, removal of wigs and gowns, and the use of video-recorded evidence (Charles 2012). A study conducted by Burton in 2006, found that those experiencing anxiety reduced from 27% to 17% after the introduction of special measures, and that the most distressing part of going to court for victims was seeing the defendant or their associates (Burton, 2006). The victim in the above incident was initially very reluctant to go to court. However, after I had a discussion with her about the options of special measures, she became more relaxed and willing to go. She stated that she would feel much more comfortable if she was able to give evidence via live link as she felt in fear of being near her son. In order for the courts to be aware of the victim’s wishes, I submitted an MG02 form with the case file so that a decision could be made on whether the special measures requested would be granted. When taking a witness statement from any victim or witness, they are asked whether they have any other needs aside from any special measures they feel they need. As the victim has a physical disability, and is not able to stand for long periods of time, this was noted on the MG11. Due to this, the courts should take this into consideration and ensure that provisions are put in place to meet this need. 
 
To conclude, it is evident that there are multiple ways of ensuring that vulnerable victims of domestic abuse can be supported. For domestic abuse victims, the first stage of this is the DASH risk assessment which ensures that the most effective safeguarding provisions can be put in place. The victim initially refused a DASH, which meant I completed one and answered the questions as accurately as possible on behalf of the victim. Perhaps if the victim had been willing to complete one, other safeguarding options may have been identified. The victim in the discussed incident was difficult to safeguard, due to her being initially reluctant for there to be police involvement. For both the theft and her bank card and the assault, the victim did not ring the police herself, as the calls came both from the care line she has installed in her address. There are a vast number of ways that vulnerable victims can be supported, especially for domestic incidents, and I believe that the involvement of an IDVA, the domestic abuse safeguarding team within Gwent Police has aided this. 
Task 2

This is a reminder that this TASK 2 section is an opportunity for you to answer one question which should be relevant to the “advanced learning” area that you have chosen.  The advanced learning lecture that you choose to attend will assist you in answering this task. 



Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 




Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:











































Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

[bookmark: _Int_iqtpDieQ]In regard to community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


Community policing is based on a number of core values and principles, the defining features of which include the recognition of the police as members of the community, the fact their power depends on public approval and a clear emphasis on prevention. These values can be traced back to Peelian Principles which provided the foundations of the police service (College of policing, 2023). 

Section 34 of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 highlights the importance of engagement with local people. It places responsibility on the chief officer to ensure that people within neighbourhoods are able to present their views about issues regarding crime and disorder to the police. The Chief officer must make arrangement to provide residents with this opportunity. A method that this can occur is through community meetings with police attendance, to ensure that the public are able to hold the police accountable for matters relating to policing in their neighbourhoods (College of Policing 2023). 

Last year, I attended an emergency call whereby an elderly woman, who was in her eighties, had been attacked by a dog. Her injuries were so serious that her face had been mauled, and she had a serious bleed. The female was taken to hospital in an ambulance and left the scene alive. However, she tragically died a few days later whilst in hospital after having multiple surgeries. The dog in question was not a family pet, but its ownership was shared by the victim’s grandson and some of his friends. It was a crossed breed, which had not been violent towards any persons previously. This attack occurred approximately a year after the tragic death of a ten year old boy, who was murdered in the same area by an American XL bully. Due to both incidents having taken place a road apart, there was an incredibly high amount of community tension around the issue. 

Community tension has been described as a state of community dynamics which may lead to disorder, or threaten and disrupt the peace within communities, or raise the fear within a community. It was important in this incident to take action to reduce the community tension, in order to prevent the serious impact of criminal activity, and failing to respond may have resulted in damage to property, injury or further loss of life (Institute of Community Cohesion, 2010). 

The area in which these attacks took place is a large estate, most of which is social housing. The houses are all a similar size and style, and they are all very close together. There is one small parade of shops and one grassy field area in the middle. The layout of this estate means that most residents know each other. This means that when there are a large number of emergency services in the area, residents are likely to come out of their houses to see what is going on. In order to ensure that the scene was protected, we created a cordon around the address. In order to preserve evidence and be able to carry out a thorough investigation, an officer was standing on a scene guard at the locations in which the attacks happened in order to wait for Scenes of Crime to come out and carry out a forensic analysis. This not only ensured that the scene wasn’t tampered with, but that it ensured that there was a constant police presence after the incident for 48 hours, which helped to reassure the public. 

The recent rise in dog-related incidents in the area, is reflected within the whole of the UK. In an article published by the BBC, it was stated that there had been a thirty-four percent rise in dog attacks in England and Wales over the last five years, despite the UK’s dog population estimated to only have risen by fifteen percent in that time. Whilst these attacks are not exclusive to the American Bully breed, the rise in numbers of dog attacks has been suggested to be due to the rise in households having pet dogs, whilst in the COVID 19 pandemic. Dogs which were purchased or rehomed during this time may not have experienced the same level of socialisation as others. This may have been due to a lack of puppy training classes, or them not being used to people coming to the home address (BBC, 2023). 

Section 3 of the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991, states:
“If any dog is dangerous dog is dangerously out of control in any place, including all private property, the owner, or the person for the time being in charge of the dog, is guilty of a summary offence. That offence becomes an aggravated offence, and triable either way, if the dog injures any person or assistance dog while out of control” (Legislation, 1991). 

The rise in this community involving dog-related issues meant that the public attempting to police incidents themselves was likely, and it was imperative that there was an efficient and visible police response in order to prevent members of the community from acting as vigilantes. Research into vigilantism has indicated that when a cohesive community experiences some kind of deviance or crime, it is likely that some members of that community will propose vigilantism (Silke, 2001). 

Community policing incorporates a number of different models which are used to tackle crime and disorder. One model is problem-oriented policing, which is based on the idea that by identifying the root cause of a problem, or the reasons that it persists, the solution developed will be effective (Hinkle et al, 2020).

Problem Oriented Policing (POP) can be described using the acronym SARA; Scanning, analysis, response, and assessment. In the ‘Scanning’ stage, potential problems are identified and prioritised. The ‘Analysis’ stage is where information and intelligence is gathered around the problem in order to identify the underlying causes of the problem. The ‘Response’ is when activities are developed and implemented to address the causes of the problem. The measurement of the impact on the response happens in the ‘Assessment’ stage. This is when it will be identified whether the solution has had the desired effect (College of Policing 2020). Research conducted by Hinkle et al (2020) supported the notion that strategies which have a focus on specific problems and identify specifically targeted responses are more effective in reducing crime that reactive policing alone. In this study, it was found that problem-oriented policing was associated with a thirty-four percent reduction in crime and disorder (Hinkle et al 2020). 

In order to continue to ensure that the public felt reassured, and to relieve community tension; the Neighbourhood Sergeant highlighted the area as one that needed persistent patrols multiple times a day. Uniformed and high visibility patrols can indicate that the criminal justice agencies are in control, and reassure the public that there is a formal guardianship in place; both of which offer a sense of safety and security (Rowland and Coupe 2014). ‘Signal Crimes’ are those which alter the way the public thinks and feels about risk of crime and safety. The presence of uniformed officers conducting patrols can enhance feelings of safety. The area was placed on the ‘patrol diary’, and officers were required to update it when they had conducted the patrols. Whilst some areas on the patrol diary may require patrols at a certain time of day, the area where the dog attacks had taken place was on the patrol diary for attendance of morning, afternoon and night shifts to ensure there was a large amount of police presence. 

Intelligence-led policing is another model which is pivotal to community-policing. It can be defined as “The collection and analysis of information related to crime and conditions that contribute to crime, resulting in an actionable intelligence product intended to aid law enforcement in developing tactical responses to threats and strategic planning to changing threats” (Carter and Carter 2009). The goal of intelligence led policing is to use information to proactively monitor and prevent criminal activity. On a wider scale, intelligence is largely used to detect and prevent terrorist activity. However, on a community level, community intelligence has been stated by Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary that community intelligence should be valued as highly as criminal intelligence by force managers in terms of their contribution to effective policing (Kleiven, 2007). 

Intelligence provided to police from the community can help the police to identify people and places who may be at risk of harm. After the two high-profile incidents which occurred in the local area, there was a large uplift in intelligence relating to dogs in the area. This included neighbours who had seen American XL bully type dogs in people’s gardens, or dogs being walked in the community which did not look to be completely under control of the owner. Social media use in the community meant that members of the public could share and publicise photographs of the dogs in question. Due to the initial seriousness of the incidents, social media was used by the police to provide information to the public at the time. Social media is a method used by police to spread widespread information quickly, and as a way of responding to crises (Williams et al, 2018). 

As a response to the social media coverage of the incident, it encouraged conversation and debate within the community relating to the safety of their own dogs, and others. On one occasion, a few months after the incident, a woman attended the police station with a puppy, who she had been handed by a member of the public who said they did not want to keep the puppy themselves. This had happened in the same area as the two previous dog attacks. The female stated that she had seen photographs of offending dogs on Facebook, and thought the puppy resembled them. She allowed officers to seize the dog, and the dog was destroyed.  Without the social media appeals and community discussion, the dog may have stayed in the community. A further attack may have been prevented by the identification of this dog as Pitbull.

Some specific interventions which the police could undertake as a response to community tensions are high visibility policing and reassurance, specialist resources or patrols, and warrants. 

As a response to specific intelligence received by the police, the neighbourhood enforcement team may decide to conduct a proactive warrant in order to assess the intelligence that has been submitted. For example, intelligence may be given to the police by a member of the community, stating that they know of the keeping or breeding of a dangerous dog in the area. Intelligence could also be submitted as a response to something happening, for example if a dog had been acting dangerously in public. 

The grounds for carrying out a warrant are found under S8 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. This power also allows for officers to seize any relevant evidence found during the search (Blackstones, 2021). As part of my attachment I did with the Neighbourhood team, I assisted them with a warrant on an address where there was suspected to be unlicenced breeding of Pitbull-type dogs. Thankfully, there were no puppies or signs of breeding found within the address, however the adult dog was seized so that he could be assessed by the force Dog expert to see if they resemble a Pitbull breed. At the time that the warrant was conducted, there was also a dog handler available to assist us, who brought a protective dog shield with them. These decisions were made as part of the risk assessment conducted before the warrant. The dog that was seized in this case was found not to be a banned breed, and therefore this meant that a family were left without their pet for a number of weeks. 

Conducting warrants such as these show the public that police are making an active effort to deal with and prevent issues with dogs in the area. This provides reassurance and may encourage communities to provide more information to police about ongoings in the community. 

Overall, it is evident that community engagement and support has been crucial in trying to deal with the issue of dog attacks in the area. With the combined efforts of members of the community and police, further issues with dogs in the area are being prevented. Problem-oriented policing, and intelligence-led policing contribute to the involvement of the community and allows police to be proactive to deal with these issues.














Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence toles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 
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