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Background overview:
· In 19th Century dentistry achieved formal recognition as a medical speciality, following dentists act creation and the foundation of British Dental Association.
· With the launch of NHS in 1948, dentistry services were free of charge and later by 1951 fees were introduced. (National Library of Medicine,2022)

         Dentistry Services                         Shakil Ahmad, Introduction to Health and Social Care, 2434777@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

Explanation: 
Dentistry services include all types of professional oral health treatment provided by dental health experts.
· Dentists, in the UK have the option to practice within the NHS, privately or combination of both.
· “High street” dentists run privately, that also have agreements to offer NHS treatments, and all the operations are regulated. (The Kings Fund,2023)
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Ongoing Function:
NHS dental treatment is not completely free as the charge varies according to the treatment type. Treatment is divided into bands:
· Band 1 offers basic care like check-up.
· Band 2 provides fillings, root canals.
· Band 3 covers almost all complex work.
(The kings Fund, 2023)


Challenges:
1.Access to dentistry: Significant struggle getting NHS dental appointment, where some practices deny enrolling new patients. A recent survey reported, 1 in 4 people unable to access NHS dentistry in the past two years. (The Kings Fund,2023)     
2. Cost of the services: There has been a significant rise in dental care where NHS patients struggle the most to get full service. According to the Oral Health Foundation, 41% UK adults find expense is the main obstacle. (Oral Health Foundation, 2024)
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[bookmark: _Hlk214137207][bookmark: _Hlk214140164]Introduction:
The National Health Service (NHS) stands as one of the most revolutionary social reforms in Britain’s history, formed to provide comprehensive, free healthcare services to people.  The NHS represents a strong commitment to social welfare ensuring that treatment is offered by necessity rather than individual’s ability to pay. (House of Commons Library, 2018)
Origin of the NHS:

[bookmark: _Hlk214269264]Sir William Beveridgs’s 1942 Social Insurance and Allied Services report, mainly known as the Beveridge Report, outlined Five “Giant Evils” which are Want (insufficient income), Disease (poor health and inadequate medical services), Ignorance (limited access to education), Squalor (low -quality housing and poor living standard) and Idleness (unemployment).
In the 1942 report, William Beveidge called for a universal healthcare system that would help people to prevent and treat their illnesses, support individuals to get back to work and be accessible to all. The report suggested that the medical care should be available for every citizen, managed by the government agencies, offered free whenever required as maintaining people’s health is the collective duty of the state and the individual. The NHS was established on the principle that, healthcare should be accessible to everyone without considering individuals employment, wealth or class. In addition, treatment should be provided without requiring any payment at the point of use, reflecting Beveridge’s mission of tackling “Giant Evil” of disease. Moreover, “Healthcare based on need, not ability to pay” was a revolutionary principle that helps generation to access healthcare.
                                                                                                                                                  (GOV.UK, 2023)
Although the NHS was founded in 1948 with the aim of healthcare delivery at no cost, economic pressure demanded the implementation of certain payments. In 1952, the conservative government reinstated and formalised the prescription charges after their temporary removal by labour. Likewise, dental charges were expanded between the year 1950-1960 that include timely treatments, basic check-ups; followed by new charges introduction and increase of existing charges for the care like general dental services and categorised treatment at different level of bands.                       
(Department of Health & Social Care, 2025)

NHS Framework and Operation:
1. NHS England:

Within the NHS organisation, NHS England plays a central role by guiding national policy, managing and distributing the resources and NHS England is legally responsible for overall healthcare performance. It establishes performance criteria and monitors whether local health organisations meeting national goals or not. Its seven regional team also active in operation that oversee and support the work of local Integrated Care Systems (ICSs).
                                                                                                                         (NHS England, 2022)

2. Integrated Care Systems:

The 2022 Health and Care Act set up 42 Integrated Care Systems (ICSs) throughout England which are monitored by Integrated Care Board, accountable for overseeing budgets as well as commissioning for NHS services and that unites various NHS organisations, local authorities and community group to initiate long-term health and wellbeing strategies.
                                                                                                                                (NHS England, 2021)

3. Management and regulation:

The Care Quality Commission (CQC) maintain the regulation among healthcare providers and now also evaluates Integrated care systems. In addition, the Health Services Safety Investigations body (HSSIB) makes independent investigations to ensure patients safety.
                                                                                                                             (NHS Providers, 2022)
       
4. Public Health and Prevention:

NHS England has public health duties under the agreement of section 7A, setting a goal in preventing, early diagnosing and tackling discriminations. Also, local authorities contributing greatly, in collaboration with ICS partners via Integrated Care Partnerships (ICPs).                                                                                                                   (NHS England, 2021)

5. Digital and Data Frameworks:

IN 2023, NHS Digital merged into NHS England, making it liable for National digital systems and data networks. This infrastructure makes easier data sharing, open a pathway for clinicians to access digital services and patient-facing tools. (NHS England, 2022)

Conclusion:
The journey of NHS since its establishment till present time has grown from a post-war vision of free, universal healthcare into an advanced systems that balances access, quality and sustainability. The key principle of NHS is care for all, funded through taxation has evolved over the time. Although, NHS faces many financial challenges, but it still plays a vital role to deliver healthcare services nationwide.
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