Lecturer copy -  Blood vessels  
There are 3 main types of blood vessels in the body. Each type is designed for a different function. 
For each of the three (3) types of BLOOD Vessels listed below:
a) Describe their structure                 
b) State their location                         
c) State their function in the body’s circulatory system.  

(i) Arteries 
(ii) Veins
(iii) Capillaries 

You can present your answer as a written response, in a diagram or on a table (as shown below).  
	Type of blood vessel
	Description
	Location
	Function

	Arteries
	Describe the structure of an artery


	Say where arteries are found in the body


	State the function of arteries as part of the circulatory system


	Veins
	Describe the structure of veins


	Say where veins are found in the body 


	State the function of veins as part of the circulatory system


	Capillaries 
	Describe a capillary



	Say where capillaries are found in the body 


	State the function of capillaries as part of the circulatory system  








RESPONSE

	Tissue
	Description
	Location
	Function

	ARTERIES
	Made of muscular elastic tissue, muscular contractions squeeze blood through the vessel

	Lead away from the heart to the organs and peripheral areas of the body



	Carry oxygenated blood away from the heart to other parts of the body, 





	VEINS
	Made of fibre, muscle an epithelium, often contain valves which prevent backflow of blood 

	Run parallel to arteries along the main structures of the body towards the heart




	Carry deoxygenated blood loaded with CO2 back to the heart to be taken to the lungs for expiration



	CAPILLARIES
	Capillary walls consist of a single layer of epithelial cells. Thin walls allow water and oxygen in and out of the cell


	 Make the connection between arteries/arterioles and venules/veins






	Allow oxygen to move across to body cells and carbon dioxide to be picked up and delivered to the veins for transport to the lungs for expiration




