ACE Stitch room:
Friday 2nd October: (Group 1 am & group 2 pm)
Friday 9th October: (Group 3 am & group 4 pm)
Friday 12th October: (Group 5am)
Today you are asked to explore the decorative through a playful approach to drawing with stitch and surface pattern design.  Keeping an open mind about materials and techniques, use the session to enquire visually and look beyond the obvious.  Consider applique, loops, couching etc adding in, building the layers, building in complexity of image…be playful. 
Use your knowledge from the years of gathering visual imagery…apply the same thoughts and ideas.
· Line, continious or broken, dotted, dashed, thick, thin.  How can you do this with stitch?
· Block, use coloured cloth, stitch, bondaweb or other to add density 
· Transparencies…layer up cloth of various weights, use the cloth 
· Add pattern with stitch (hand or machine) or build in the pattern through the texture of your chosen materials
· Cut away to reveal, chop cloth to add texture and shape or cut and piece together
· Explore both positive and negative areas 
· Use light and dark backgrounds, compare and contrast.
The approach will allow you to create surfaces, making discoveries and developing creative thinking by combing colour, pattern and textures in ways you may not have thought of before. 
Allow yourself to play with a mixture of unexpected materials. 
Using Big stitch drawing as a starting point: consider couching, looping, pom poms, wrapping onto cloth to make new surfaces and drawings.
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Stitch with…
Ribbon
Wire
Tape
Cord
Rope
Fishing line
Strips of fabric 
dyed yarn
Found yarn
Old clothing, twisted thin strips
Cable ties
Jute string
Butchers or bakers twine
Labelling cotton
Sisal twine
Polished flax twine
Raffia
Piping cord
Paper string
Jewellers leather cord
Shoelaces
Braids
Elastic rope
Sailors whipping twine
Dental floss
Plastic bags
Picture wire
Copper fuse wire
Beading wire
Fishing wire
Garden wire
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