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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
ASSIGNMENT 1: DOMESDAY BIBLIOGRAPHY

Introduction


The Domesday Book is a unique source for students of British medieval history and is of enduring significance for a number of reasons. The book is our oldest surviving public record and provides us with a rich cache of primary source material for medieval English society in the post-Conquest era and earlier. It is by far the most detailed and wide-ranging source that we possess for medieval England, providing a comprehensive picture of land ownership and distribution of resources for much of the country (although there were important omissions, notably London). It became a ‘majestic source of law and entitlement in England’[footnoteRef:1] in the Norman period and beyond and, in modern times, has allowed historians to piece together a detailed impression of much of the social and economic structure of England in the late eleventh century. The Domesday Book continues to provoke intense and fruitful debate among modern scholars, with several different editions published in the past century in an attempt to further our understanding of the ancient text and the society it describes. Quite simply, there is no other source like it and, as M. T. Clanchy argues in his seminal work, it represents a key moment in the transition from memory to written record in medieval England.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  M. T. Clanchy, From Memory to Written Record (London: Wiley-Blackwell, 2013), p. 26.]  [2:  See works cited] 


In compiling this bibliography I made extensive use of the British Library and COPAC online catalogues, as well as relevant book reviews found through the JSTOR search engine. The articles of Stephen Baxter[footnoteRef:3] were particularly useful in understanding the key features and merits of the CD-ROM versions of the Domesday material, especially with regards to their potential for processing and modeling data in a much faster and more efficient fashion than is the case with traditional printed versions. I also found the National Archives website to be an exceptionally useful resource for understanding the chronology and background of the various individual editions of the Domesday text. Finally, M. T. Clanchy’s From Memory to Written Record provided a helpful commentary on the social and political context in which the Domesday Book was created. [3:  See works cited] 







Bibliography


Printed Editions

Domesday-book, seu, Liber censualis Wilhelmi primi Regis Angliæ, inter archivos regni in domo capitulari Westmonasterii asservatus : jubente rege augustissimo Georgio Tertio prælo mandatus typis., Abraham Farley (ed.) (London: George Eyre and Andrew Strahan, 1783-1816)

This edition is primarily significant for being the first printed edition of the Domesday Book. It was produced during the Antiquarian movement of the eighteenth century, which also saw the publication of other medieval public records (e.g. Parliament Rolls).  The book was considered by scholars to be the pre-eminent source for medieval English history and it was produced after decades of effort and at considerable expense. It was initially published in two volumes, but title pages, indices and supplementary materials (including the so-called ‘Exon Domesday’) were added in 1816 at the behest of King George III. This publication made the book accessible to a wider scholarly readership, although it remained out of reach of a more general audience.

Domesday book : or, The great survey of England of William the Conqueror A.D. MLXXXVI / photo-zincographed by Her Majesty's command at the Ordnance Survey Office, Southampton; Colonel Sir H. James, director (Southampton: Ordnance Survey Office, 1861-1864)

This edition was a facsimile of the original Latin Domesday book produced using the photozincographic method pioneered by Colonel Henry James. This edition is significant because it made the book accessible to a much larger general readership, or at least to those who had sufficient financial means and the ability to read Latin. It was published in 32 individual county volumes, decreasing expense and making it more convenient for historians with the requisite language skills to access primary source material for their particular area of the country.

Victoria County Histories, William Page (ed.) (London: Constable & Co./IHR, 1900- )

In 1899 the VCH project was established to produce detailed histories for each of England’s historic counties. This project, led for over 30 years by William Page, is significant for including the first printed English translations of the Domesday Book, which were released on a county-by-county basis. The project was huge in scale and is still in operation today under the auspices of the Institute for Historical Research. Although the original translations have come under scrutiny with regards to accuracy and quality, the VCH edition of the Domesday Book provided historians and general readers with access to an English language version of the text for the first time. This doubtless added much of considerable value to discussion and debate regarding medieval English life.

Domesday book: a survey of the counties of England = Liber de Wintonia / compiled by direction of King William I, John Morris (ed.) (Chichester: Phillimore, 1975-1992)

The Phillimore edition of the Domesday Book is the first bilingual edition to be published, comprising a facsimile of Abraham Farley’s eighteenth-century transcription with a new English translation by Sara Wood et al on facing pages. It was published on a county-by-county basis and each volume included notes, tables and maps. This edition is important for the convenience a bilingual edition affords and because the various individual county volumes follow strict guidelines with regards to punctuation, style and place-names in order to achieve uniformity of quality for the entire project. However, some critics have taken issue with the degree to which the Phillimore translation simplifies and modernizes the original Latin text.

Great Domesday Book: [Introductions and Translations], Ann Williams et al (ed.), (London: Alecto Historical Editions, 1987-1992)

The Alecto counties edition is perhaps the most complete and important version of the Domesday Book available with regards to quality and scholarship. It is a bilingual edition with a high-quality modern facsimile of the Latin text and a revised version of the VCH translation that has been corrected and standardized to remove inconsistencies. It also includes detailed introductions for each volume in order to provide further guidance to the reader. The edition is available in three versions, General edition, Scholar’s Edition and Penny Edition. 

Domesday Book: A Complete Translation, Ann Williams et al (ed.) (London: Penguin, 2002)

The Penguin edition is significant for being the first single-volume translation of the original Latin text. It is by far the most affordable edition and represents the culmination of almost 300 years of effort to make the contents of the Domesday Book available to the widest possible audience. The Penguin edition reproduces the Alecto translation in its entirety and seems to constitute an essential resource for both students and scholars of medieval history.




Multimedia versions
Domesday Explorer: Great Domesday Book on CD-ROM, John Palmer et al (Chichester: Phillimore, 2000)
Domesday Explorer is the first computerised version of the Domesday Book to be published. It offers users the Phillimore translation, a facsimile of the manuscript and extensive search, mapping and navigating functions. This CD-ROM edition features powerful search and manipulation tools that allow users to retrieve and compare data more accurately and rapidly than is the case with traditional printed editions. However, it is a costly package and is not as comprehensive as the Digital Domesday, lacking the county introductions and Little Domesday found in the later product. It may also be difficult to run on a modern computer.
The Digital Domesday Book: The Scholar's Edition. ALECTO Historical Editions (London: Phillimore, 2002)
This edition is arguably the most complete of the CD-ROM packages available, particularly as it includes high-quality facsimiles and translations of both Great and Little Domesday, as well as the complete collection of county introductions, all navigable via a powerful searchable database. The translations, based on the revised VCH version for Great Domesday, are generally considered the most accurate by leading scholars. All of this offers unparalleled ease of use and completeness of content in one package for Domesday students and researchers. 

COEL Database   http://www.coelweb.co.uk/coeldatabase.html

The COEL Database utilizes facsimiles and translations of the Domesday Book as part of an exhaustive prosopographical study of all English documents from the century following the Norman conquest. It includes data and commentaries related to thousands of individuals from the period. As the name of the database suggests, COEL is focused on continental family origins and looks exclusively at Latin names rather than English ones. However, there are future plans to expand the scope of the project. 

Online versions

National Archives Domesday Website:
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday

The National Archives offers a fee-based service for Internet users looking for high-resolution copies of particular sections of the Domesday Book, which includes the option to obtain physical copies of colour facsimiles and translations based on the Alecto version. The website also includes extensive background information and other resources for the book, making it a useful general resource for a wide audience. 

Open Domesday: https://opendomesday.org   

The Open Domesday project offers a free online copy of the Domesday Book based on the facsimile contained in the Domesday Explorer package. It allows users to browse and search for individual counties and personal names in the Domesday text, providing them with digitised colour facsimiles of the relevant pages of the manuscript. This is the first project to offer free access to the Domesday manuscript. However, it does not include any translations, introductions or annotations, which perhaps limits its usability and scope as a general research tool.
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