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Hieroglyphs, Text and Society 

Status 

20 credits (Level 5) 

 

Lecturers 

Dr Louise Steel (convenor), Dr Katharina Zinn 

 

Lectures 

Mondays 1-4 pm in Tucker 2 

 

Assessment 

Course work (50%) 

 2000-word written assignment: a document review DUE November 14th at 11.59 

(Text for document review is posted on moodle) 

 2-hour Examination (50%) 

 

Content 

This module explores the relationship between Archaeology and History through an analysis 

of ancient texts from the Bronze and Early Iron Age Mediterranean and the role these have 

played in the interpretation of past societies. It explores, through various case studies, the 

impact which the written word had on past societies: as a technology of power and 

monumentality, a means of expressing identities, and a means of exclusion/inclusion. The 

module investigates how texts can be evaluated, alongside other aspects of material culture, 

to write a social narrative of the past and it explores the impact of literacy and its spread 

within ancient societies. The module compares historical narratives derived from analysis of 

the written word with social narratives derived from examination of text as material culture. 

Lectures will cover a variety of topics from the Ancient Mediterranean and may include: 

societies before text (assessing the importance of image and oral tradition); protohistorical 

societies from the Mediterranean; hieroglyphs and cuneiform; the alphabet and Homer, text 

and monumentality. There will be practical sessions, using the collection from the Roderic 

Bowen Library. The second part of the module will focus on ancient Egyptian as a specific 

case study. Students will be introduced to the Egyptian hieroglyphic script and will be taught 

to recognise, read and interpret key formulae, spells, titles and royal names which occur on 

Egyptian monumental inscriptions as well as on funerary material culture. 

 



3 
 

Aims 

1. To examine the relationship between the archaeology and history of the ancient 

world, through the medium of ancient texts and to examine how textual evidence and 

archaeological evidence have been used contiguously and separately to write histories 

of past cultures; 

2. Explore the various forms of the written word in the ancient worlds within their social 

context and to examine their impact on past societies; 

3. Using Egyptian hieroglyphs as a case study, learn the basics of reading an ancient 

language and script in the original 

 

Outcomes 

By the end of this module students should be able to:   

1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the distinction between the analysis of 

the written word to write histories and analysis of the social use of written 

technologies within past societies; 

2. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the analysis of textual evidence as 

another aspect of material culture; 

3. Evaluate the impact and the social role of writing technologies within past societies; 

4. The ability to read and recognise important royal titles, names, formulae and spells, 

written in the original Egyptian hieroglyphs 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Essential 

Manely, B. 2012. Egyptian Hieroglyphs for Complete Beginners: The Revolutionary New 

Approach to Reading the Monuments. Thames & Hudson 

Moreland, J.2001. Archaeology and Text. Duckworth Debates in Archaeology. London: 

Duckworth. 

Piquette, K.E. and Whitehouse, R.D. 2013. Writing as Material Practice: Substance, Surface 

and Medium. London: Ubiquity Press. 

Powell, B. 2009. Theory and History of the Technology of Civilization. Oxford: John Wiley. 

Van de Mieroop, M. 1999. Cuneiform Texts and the Writing of History. London: Routledge. 

[ebook] 

 

Highly Recommended 

Andrén, A. 1998. Between Artifacts and Texts: Historical Archaeology in Global 

Perspective. New York: Plenum Press. 

Brosius, M. (ed.) 2003. Ancient Archives and Archival Traditions: Concepts of Record-

Keeping in the Ancient World. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
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Iversen, E. 1993. The Myth of Egypt and its Hieroglyphs in European Tradition. Princeton 

(N.J): Princeton University Press. 

Schmandt-Besserat, D. 1992. Before Writing. Austin: University of Texas Press. 

Smith, J. 2002. Script and Seal Use on Cyprus in the Bronze and Iron Ages. Boston, (MA): 

Archaeological Institute of America. 

 

 

Writing Your Document Report 

Writing a commentary or annotation bears a marked similarity with writing a book review, for the 

same principles of analysis and evaluation, rather than description and narrative, apply to the 

writing of a commentary. 

 

A commentary, however, could be asked on type of ancient text. Whatever you are asked to 

comment upon, the types of question you need to ask yourself remain essentially the same: 

 When was this written? 

 For whom was it written and why? 

 How does it relate to its wider context and what does it tell us about that context?  

 How have others commented upon it, and why? 

 What were the prevailing conventions under which this was written/made? 

 What message or assumptions lie within or beneath the surface of the source, and can they 

be supported by evidence? 

 What about the materiality of the text? 

 Why has this source/artefact survived, and what does it tell us about that society?  

 What is absent that perhaps ought to be in the document/source, and why is it missing? 

 How does this source/document align with prevailing archaeological and/or 

historiographical understandings? 
 

 

As with all academic writing you should situate your research in the wider academic 

literature 
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LECTURE PROGRAMME 

 Date Time Lecture Lecturer 

Week 1 2/10 1.00 Introduction LS 

 2/10 2.00 Oral Traditions  LS 

 2/10 3.00 Workshop: Symbolism & Images LS 

Week 2 9/10 1.00 Development of Written Documents in Mesopotamia LS 

 9/10 2.00 Origins of Hieroglyphs LS 

 9/10 3.00 Workshop: Making Clay Tablets  LS 

Week 3 16/10 1.00 Archives, Laws and Letters LS 

 16/10 2.00 Using Ancient Texts to Write History LS 

 16/10 3.00 Workshop Reading Mesopotamian Literature LS 

Week 4 23/10 1.00 Protohistoric Societies: Crete and Cyprus LS 

 23/10 2.00 Linear B: Text as an Economic Document LS 

 23/10 3.00 Workshop: Ancient Sealing Practices LS 

Week 5  1.00 Origins of the Alphabet LS 

  2.00 Homer and Archaeology LS 

  3.00 Workshop: Preparation for Coursework LS 

Week 6   READING WEEK 
 

Week 7  1.00 H1: Literacy in ancient Egyptian Society KZ 

  2.00 H2: Introduction: one and more consonant signs, transliteration KZ 

  3.00 H3: Reading Directions KZ 

Week 8  1.00 H4: Epigraphy – how to write ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs KZ 

  2.00 H5: The Offering Formula KZ 

  3.00 H6: Exercise: What have we learnt so far? With in-class test! KZ 

Week 9  1.00 H7: Reading Merire KZ 

  2.00 H8: Excurse: Language system of Ancient Egypt, Other formulaic 

objects – funerary cones 

KZ 

  3.00 H9 - And even more offering formulas and some grammar (word 

order) – with 15 minute test (unmarked): reading Offering 

Formulas 

KZ 

Week 10  1.00 H10 - More Grammar – Nouns: roots, gender, number and Suffix 

pronouns 

KZ 

  2.00 H11 And even more Grammar – Nouns: connections and possessions KZ 

  3.00 H12 – Exercise (done as test and then talked through in class)And 

even more Grammar – Nouns: connections and possessions 

KZ 

Week 11  1.00 H13 – Our first sentences: more combinations of nouns and adjectives KZ 

  2.00 H14: Pre-exam test – unmarked: Reading, writing and translating 

hieroglyphs 

KZ 

  3.00 H15: Revision Session KZ 
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READINGS 

Oral Traditions 

Blench, R. and Spriggs, M. (eds) 1997. Archaeology and Language I. Theoretical and 

Methodological Orientations. One World Archaeology. London: Routledge. [Part IV] 

Harwood, F. 1976. Myth, memory, and the oral tradition: Cicero in the Trobriands. American 

Anthropologist (New Series) 78(4): 783-96. 

Nagy, G. 1996. Homeric Questions. Austin: University of Texas Press. [ebook] 

Ong, W.J. 1993. Orality and Literacy: The Technologizing of the Word. London : Routledge. 

(reprint) 

Saloman, F. The twisting paths of recall: Khipu (Andean cord notation) as artefact. In K.E. 

Piquette and R.D. Whitehouse (eds) Writing as Material Practice: Substance, Surface 

and Medium. 15-43. London: Ubiquity Press 

Thomas, R. 1989. Oral Tradition and Written Record in Classical Athens. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 

Thomas, R. 1992.  Literacy and Orality in Ancient Greece. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 

Vansina, J. 1965. Oral Tradition as History. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press. 

Watson, J. 2001. Speaking Volumes: Orality and Literacy in the Greek and Roman World. 

Leiden & Boston: Brill. 

 

Symbolism and Images 

Bloch, M. 1995. Questions not to ask of Malagasy carvings. In I. Hodder, M. Shanks, A. 

Alexandri, V. Buchli, J. Carman, J. Last and G. Lucas (eds) Interpreting Archaeology: 

Finding Meaning in the Past. 212-15. London: Routledge. 

Gardin, J.-C. & Peebles, C.S. 1992. Representations in Archaeology. Bloomington: Indiana 

University Press. ) 

Haaland, G. and Haaland, R. 1996. Levels of meaning in symbolic objects. Cambridge 

Archaeological Journal 6: 295-300. 

Hodder, I. 1986. Reading the Past: Current Approaches to Interpretation in Archaeology. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Layton, R. 1991 The Anthropology of Art. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Robb, J.E. 1998. The archaeology of symbols. Annual Review of Anthropology 27: 329-46. 

Steel, L. 2013. The social world of Early-Middle Bronze Age Cyprus: rethinking the 

Vounous Bowl. Journal of Mediterranean Archaeology 26(1): 51-73. 

 

Development of Written Documents in Mesopotamia 

Jasim, S.A. & Oates, J. 1986. Early Tokens and tablets in Mesopotamia: new information 

from Tell Abada and Tell Brak. World Archaeology 17: 348-62. 
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Lamberg-Karlovsky, C.C. 2003. To write or not to write. In T. Potts, M. Roaf and D. Stein 

(eds), Culture Through Objects: Ancient Near Eastern Studies In Honour Of P.R. S. 

Moorey. 59-75. Oxford: Griffith Institute. 

Matthews, R. 1995. Writing and civilization in Early Mesopotamia. Cambridge 

Archaeological Journal 5: 309-314. 

Nissen, H.J. 1986. The Archaic Texts from Uruk. World Archaeology 17:  317-34. [JSTOR] 

Oates, J. 1996. A prehistoric communication revolution. Cambridge Archaeological Journal 

6: 165-173. 

Pollock, S. 1999. Ancient Mesopotamia. Cambridge: CUP. [Chapter 6] 

*Schmandt-Besserat, D. 1992. Before Writing. Austin: University of Texas Press. 

Schmandt-Besserat, Denise. 1979. An archaic recording system in the Uruk-Jemdet Nasr 

period. American Journal of Archaeology 83: 19-48. [JSTOR] 

*Schmandt-Besserat, Denise. 1982. The emergence of recording. AMERICAN 

Anthropologist 84: 871-8. [JSTOR] 

Van de Mieroop, M. 1999. Cuneiform Texts and the Writing of History. London: Routledge. 

[ebook] 

 

Archives, Laws and Letters 

Brosius, M. (ed.) 2003. Ancient Archives and Archival Traditions: Concepts of Record-

Keeping in the Ancient World. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Cohen, R. and Westbrook, R. (eds) 2002. Amarna Diplomacy: the Beginnings of 

International Relations. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. 

Matthews, R. 2013. Writing (and reading) as material practice: The world of cuneiform 

culture as an arena for investigation. In K.E. Piquette and R.D. Whitehouse (eds) 

Writing as Material Practice: Substance, Surface and Medium. 65-74. London: 

Ubiquity Press. 

Moran, W.L. 1992. The Amarna Letters. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. 

Parpola, S. 1983. Assyria Library Records. Journal of Near Eastern Studies 42(1): 1-29. 

[JSTOR] 

Postgate, J.N. 1992. Early Mesopotamia: Society and Economy at the Dawn of History. 

London, New York: Routledge. [Chapter 3] 

Postgate, J.N. 1992. Early Mesopotamia: Society and Economy at the Dawn of History. 

London & New York: Routledge. [Chapter 3] 

Radner, P. 2010. The stele of Sargon II of Assyria at Kition: a focus for an emerging Cypriot 

identity? In R. Rollinger, B. Gufler, M. Lang and I. Madreiter (eds) Interkulturalität 

in der Alten Welt: Vorderasien, Hellas, Ägypten under die vielfältigen Ebenen des 

Kontakts. 429-49. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag. 

Taylor, J. 2013. Administrators and scholars: the first scribes. In H. Crawford (ed.) The 

Sumerian World. 290-304. London & New York: Routledge. 

Zimansky, P. 2005. Archaeology and Texts in the Ancient Near East. In S. Pollock and R. 

Bernbeck (eds) Archaeologies of the Middle East: Critical Perspectives. 308-26. 

Oxford: Blackwell Publishing. 
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Origins of Literature: Stories from Mesopotamia 

Black, J. Cunningham, G., Robson, E. and Zolyomi, G. (eds) 2004. The Literature of Ancient 

Sumer. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Cooper, J.S. 2006. Genre, gender, and the Sumerian lamentation. Journal of Cuneiform 

Studies 58: 39-47. 

Forster, B.R. 2013. Sumerian mythology. In H. Crawford (ed.) The Sumerian World. 435-43. 

London & New York: Routledge 

Kramer, S.N. 1944. The Death of Gilgamesh. Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental 

Research 94(1): 2-12. 

Lambert, W.G. 1989. Notes on a work of the most ancient Semitic literature. Journal of 

Cuneiform Studies  41(1): 1-33. 

Rubio, G. 2001. Review of Inanna and Dumuzi: A Sumerian Love Story. Love Songs in 

Sumerian Literature by Yitschak Sefati. Journal of the American Oriental Society 

121(2): 268-74. 

Tinney, S. 1999. Ur-Namma the canal-digger: context, continuity and change in Sumerian 

literature. Journal of Cuneiform Studies 51: 31-54. 

 

In Translation 

Dalley, S. 1998. Myths from Mesopotamia: Creation, the Flood, Gilgamesh, and Others. 

Oxford: OUP. 

Finkel, I.L. 1998. The Hero King Gilgamesh. London: British Museum Press. 

Foster, B.R. 2001. The Epic of Gilgamesh: a New Translation, Analogues, Criticism. New 

York; London: Norton. 

George, A.R. 1999. The Epic of Gilgamesh : the Babylonian Epic Poem and Other Texts in 

Akkadian and Sumerian : Translated and with an Introduction by Andrew George. 

London: Allen Lane. 

 

Using Ancient Texts to Write History 

Michalowski, P. 1983. History as charter: Some observations on the Sumerian King List. 

Journal of the American Oriental Society 103(1): 237-48. 

Nigro, L. 1998. The two steles of Sargon: iconology and visual propaganda at the beginning 

of royal Akkadian relief. Iraq 60: 85-102. 

Shih-Wei, H. 2010. The Palermo Stone: the earliest royal inscription from Ancient Egypt 

Altorientalische Forschungen 37(1): 68-89 

Tsouparopoulou, C. 2014. Hidden messages under the temple: Foundation deposits and the 

restricted presence of writing in 3rd millennium BCE Mesopotamia. T. Frese, W.E. 

Keil &K. Krüger (eds) Verborgen, unsichtbar, unlesbar - Zur Problematik 

restringierter Schriftpräsenz. In Materiale Textkulturen Series 2, 17-31. Berlin: De 

Gruyter 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/iraq/volume/journal-irq-volume-60/742BF96E3EC26569FB39BDCF7F8B0DD9
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Tinney, S. 1999. Ur-Namma the canal-digger: Context, continuity and change in Sumerian 

literature. Journal of Cuneiform Studies 51: 31-54. 

Winter, I.J. 1985. After the battle is over: The “Stele of the Vultures” and the beginning of 

historical narrative in the art of the ancient Near East. Studies in the History of Art 16: 

11-32. 

Woods, C. 2012. Sons of the sun: The mythological foundations of the First Dynasty of Uruk. 

Journal of Ancient Near Eastern Religions 12: 78-96. 

Van de Mieroop, M. 1999. Cuneiform Texts and the Writing of History. London: Routledge. 

[ebook] 

 

Origins of Writing in Egypt 

Baines, J. 1988. Literacy, social organization, and the archaeological record: the Case of 

Early Egypt. In J. Gledhill, B. Bender and M.T. Larsen (eds) State and Society: The 

Emergence and Development of Social Hierarchy and Political Centralization. 192-

214. One World Archaeology. London: Unwin Hyman Limited. 

Davies, V. and Friedman, R.F. 1999. Egypt. London: British Museum. 

Kemp, B.J. Ancient Egypt: Anatomy of A Civilization. London: Routledge. [Chapter 1] 

Piquette, K.E. 2013. “It is written”?: Making, remaking and unmaking early ‘writing’ in the 

lower Nile Valley. In K.E. Piquette and R.D. Whitehouse (eds) Writing as Material 

Practice: Substance, Surface and Medium. 213-38. London: Ubiquity Press. 

Ray, J.D. 1986. The emergence of writing in Egypt. World Archaeology 17(3): 307-16. 

Wengrow, D. 2011.The invention of writing in Egypt in E. Teeter (ed.) Before the Pyramids: 

The Origins of Egyptian Civilization. Chicago: Oriental Institute Museum 

Publications. 

Wilson, P. 2004. Hieroglyphs: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: OUP. 

 

Egyptian Hieroglyphs: Text and Monumentality 

Baines, J. 1983. Literacy and ancient Egyptian society. Man (n.s.) 18: 572-99. 

Baines, J. 1988. Literacy, social organization, and the archaeological record: the case of early 

Egypt. In J. Gledhill, B. Bender and M.T. Larsen (eds) State and Society: The 

Emergence and Development of Social Hierarchy and Political Centralization. 192-

214. One World Archaeology. London: Unwin Hyman Limited. 

Baines, J. 1989. Communication and display: the integration of early Egyptian art and 

writing. Antiquity 63: 471-82. 

Iversen, E. 1993. The Myth of Egypt and its Hieroglyphs in European Tradition. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press.  [Chapters 1, 5] 

Piquette, K.E. 2013. “It Is Written”?: Making, remaking and unmaking early ‘writing’ in the 

lower Nile Valley. In K.E. Piquette and R.D. Whitehouse (eds) Writing as Material 

Practice: Substance, Surface and Medium. 213-38. London: Ubiquity Press. 

Wilson, P. 2004. Hieroglyphs: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: OUP. 
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Protohistoric Societies: Crete  

Bennet, J. 2000. Linear A and Linear B. In D. Huxley (ed.) Cretan Quests: British Explorers, 

Excavators and Historians. 129-37. London: British School at Athens. 

Finlayson, S. 2013. Form follows function: Writing and its supports in the Aegean Bronze 

Age. In K.E. Piquette and R.D. Whitehouse (eds) Writing as Material Practice: 

Substance, Surface and Medium. 123-42. London: Ubiquity Press. 

Flouda, G. 2013.  Materiality of Minoan writing: Modes of display and perception. In K.E. 

Piquette and R.D. Whitehouse (eds) Writing as Material Practice: Substance, Surface 

and Medium. 143-74. London: Ubiquity Press. 

Olivier, J.-P. 1986. Cretan writing in the second millennium BC. World Archaeology 17: 377-

89. 

Olivier, J.-P. 1994. The inscribed documents at Bronze Age Knossos. In D. Evely, H. Hughs-

Brock & N. Momigliano (eds) Knossos: A Labyrinth of History. 157-70. Oxford: 

British School at Athens & Oxbow books. 

Palmer, R 1995. Linear A commodities: A Comparison of Resources. In R. Laffineur and W-

D. Niemeier (eds.) POLITEIA: Society and State in the Aegean Bronze Age. 133-55. 

Aegaeum 12. Liège: Université de Liège . 

Schoep, I. 1999. The Origins of Writing and administration on Crete. Oxford Journal of 

Archaeology 18: 265-76. 

Uchitel, A. 2003.Local differences in arrangements of ration lists on Minoan Crete.  In M. 

Brosius (ed.) Ancient Archives and Archival Traditions: Concepts of Record keeping 

in the Ancient World. 139-52. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Weingarten, J. 1986. The sealing structures of Minoan Crete: MM II Phaistos to the 

destruction of the palace of Knossos. Part I: the evidence until the LM IB 

destructions. Oxford Journal of Archaeology 5: 279-298. 

Weingarten, J. 1994. Sealings and sealed documents at Bronze Age Knossos. In D. Evely, H. 

Hughs-Brock & N. Momigliano (eds) Knossos: A Labyrinth of History. 171-88. 

Oxford: British School at Athens & Oxbow books. 

Weingarten, J. 1992. The multiple sealing system of Minoan Crete and its possible 

antecedents in Anatolia.  Oxford Journal of Archaeology 11: 25-37. 

Whittaker, H. 2005. Social and symbolic aspects of Minoan writing. European Journal of 

Archaeology 8: 29-41. 

Whittaker, H. 2013. The function and meaning of writing in the prehistoric Aegean: Some 

reflections on the social and symbolic significance of writing from a material 

perspective. In K.E. Piquette and R.D. Whitehouse (eds) Writing as Material 

Practice: Substance, Surface and Medium. 105-21. London: Ubiquity Press. 

 

Linear B: Text as an Economic Document 

Baumbach, L. 1977. The Impact of the Decipherment of the Linear B Script on Linguistic and 

Historical Studies. Cape Town: University of Cape Town. 
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Bendall, L.M. 1998. A time for offerings: dedications of perfumed oil at Pylos festivals. In J. 

Bennet and J. Driessen (eds) a-na-qo-ta: Studies Presented to J.T. Killen. Minos: 

Revista de filología egea 33-34: 1-9. 

Bendall, L.M. 2001. The economics of Potnia in the Linear B documents: palatial support for 

Mycenaean religion. In R. Laffineur & R. Hägg (eds) Potnia: Deities and Religion in 

the Aegean Bronze Age. Proceedings of the 8th International Aegean Conference held 

at Göteborg University, 12-15 April 2000. Aegaeum 22: 445-452. 

Chadwick , J. 1958. The decipherment of Linear B. Cambridge: CUP. 

Chadwick , J. 1987. Linear B and Related Scripts. Los Angelos: University of California 

Press/British Museum. 

Hooker, J.T. 1980. Linear B: An Introduction. Bristol: Bristol Classical Press. 

Nakassis, D. 2012. Prestige and interest feasting and the king at Mycenaean Pylos. Hesperia 

81: 1-30. 

palaima, t. 1995. the last days of the pylos polity. In R. Laffineur and W.-D. Niemeier (eds) 

Politea: Society and State in the Aegean Bronze Age. 623-33. Aegaeum 12. Liège: 

Université de Liège. 

Palaima, T.G. 2000. Θέμις in the Mycenaean lexicon and the etymology of the place-name 

*ti-mi-to a-ko. Faventia 22(1): 7-19. 

Palaima, T.G. 2003. ‘Archives’ and ‘scribes’ and information hierarchy in Mycenaean Greek 

Linear B records. In M. Brosius (ed.) Ancient Archives and Archival Traditions: 

Concepts of Record keeping in the Ancient World. 153-94. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press. 

Palaima, T.G. 2011. Scribes, scribal hands and palaeography. In Y. Duhoux & A. Morpurgo 

Davies (eds) A Companion to Linear B: Mycenaean Greek Texts and Their World. 

Volume 2. 33-135. Louvain-La-Neuve & Walpole: Peeters. 

Tomas, H. 2013. Saving on Clay: The Linear B practice of cutting tablets. In K.E. Piquette 

and R.D. Whitehouse (eds) Writing as Material Practice: Substance, Surface and 

Medium. 175-91. London: Ubiquity Press. 

Yamagata, N. 1995. Ritual Offerings in Homer and Linear B. Roma: GEI. 

Ventris, M. 1956. Documents in Mycenaean Greek: Three Hundred Selected Tablets from 

Knossos, Pylos and Mycenae with Commentary and Vocabulary. Cambridge: CUP. 

Ventris, M. and Chadwick, M. 1973. Documents in Mycenaean Greek. (1st Edition). 

Cambridge: CUP. 

Weilhartner, J.  2003. Oil and honey on some of the Linear B-offering tablets from Knossos. 

Considerations about their possible application. Journal of Prehistoric Religion XVI-

XVII: 45- 

Weilhartner, J.  2012. Religious offerings in the Linear B tablets: an attempt at their 

classification and some thoughts about their possible purpose. In Carlos Varias García 

(ed.) Faventia Supplementa 1. Actas del Simposio Internacional: 55 Años de 

Micenología (1952-2007): 207-31. Barcelona: Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona. 

Weilhartner, J. 2013. Textual evidence for Aegean Late Bronze Age ritual processions. 

Opuscula: Annual of the Swedish Institutes at Athens and Rome 6: 151-73. 
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Origin of the Alphabet 

Cross, F.M. 1980. Newly found inscriptions in Old Canaanite and early Phoenician scripts. 

Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 238: 1-20.  

Havelock 1981. E.A. The Literate Revolution in Greece and its Cultural Consequences. 

Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press 

Goldwasser, O. 2006.  Canaanites reading Hieroglyphics... Horus is Hathor. Egypt and 

Levant 16: 121-60. 

Goldwasser, O. 2010. How the alphabet was born from Hieroglyphs. Biblical Archaeology 

Review 36(2): 

Healey, J.F. 1990. The Early Alphabet. London: British Museum Press  

Lemaire, A. 2008. The spread of alphabetic scripts (c. 1700—500 BCE). Diogenes, 55(2): 

45-58. 

McCarter, P.K. 1975. The Antiquity of the Greek Alphabet and the Early Phoenician Scripts. 

Montana: Scholars Press. 

Millard, A. 1986. The infancy of the alphabet. World Archaeology 17(3): 390-8. 

Naveh, J. 1980. The Greek alphabet: New evidence.  The Biblical Archaeologist 43(1): 22-5. 

[JSTOR] 

Naveh, J. 1982. Early History of the Alphabet: An Introduction to West Semitic Epigraphy 

and Palaeography. Jerusalem: Magnes Press. 

Powell, B.B. 1991. Homer and the Origin of the Greek Alphabet. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 

Steele, P.M. 2013. A Linguistic History of Ancient Cyprus: the Non-Greek Languages and 

Their Relations with Greek, c.1600-300 BC. Cambridge: CUP. 

Windfuhr, G. L. 1970. The cuneiform signs of Ugarit. Journal of Near Eastern Studies 29: 

48-51. 

 

Homeric Texts and Archaeology 

Carter, J.B. and Morris, S. (eds) 1995. The Ages of Homer. A Tribute to Emily Townsend. 

Austin: University of Texas Press 

Crielaard, J.P. 1995. Homer, history and archaeology. Some remark on the date of the 

Homeric world. In J.P. Crielaard (ed.) Homeric Questions: Esays in Philology, 

Ancient History and Archaeology including the papers of a conference organized by 

the Netherlands Institute at Athens (15 May 1993). 201-88. Amsterdam: Publications 

of the Netherlands Institute at Athens. 

Lorimer, H.L. 1950. Homer and the Monuments. London: Macmillan. 

Morris, I. 1986. The use and abuse of Homer.  Classical Antiquity 5: 81-138. 

Morris, I. and Powell, B.B.  (eds) 1997 A new companion to Homer. Leiden & New York: 

Brill. 

Sherratt, E.S. 1990. ‘Reading the texts’: archaeology and the Homeric question. Antiquity 64: 

807-24. 

 

Also – have a look at the Odyssey and/or the Iliad in translation. 
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