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Maintaining Professional Standards
   This essay will outline the importance of public confidence and trust in the Police Service and discuss policies and procedures that are in place to maintain this therefore eradicating corrupt police officers. Maintaining public confidence is essential for a police force to successfully protect the public as the public play a vital role in providing information and their trust and co-operation are frequently essential for upholding of the law.
   The Peelian Principles, established over 200 years ago, explicitly state that the police only hold power and authority when, overall “the public approve of their existence, action and behaviours” (Home Office 2012). The concept emphasized in these principles is commonly referred to as “consent-based policing”. The preservation of consent is ensured through the fair and impartial application of the law, conducted professionally and with the utmost honesty. Trust is related to police integrity and compliance with ethical standards (Albrecht, 2019). The use of force is minimized and only employed when necessary (College of Policing). 
    The National Decision-Making Model relies on the Code of Ethics as its foundation, guiding officers in decisions they make. “Police are accountable for the decisions and actions they take and are expected to provide a rationale when questioned” (IOPC Statement 2011). Its purpose is to ensure officers adhere to policies and legal powers, utilising the information at their disposal to evaluate risks and threats to both them and the public. The College of Policing promotes courage among officers, urging them to confront misconduct and inappropriate behaviour with the aim of eradicating the blue wall of silence, also referred to as the blue code of silence. Professional standards of officers and staff are monitored by a department within the force; however, research has proven officers do not always report misconduct for several reasons. Westmarland (2005) investigated the attitudes of police officers towards police corruptions. This survey was conducted nationally across 14 countries (Klockars et al, 2004) and distributed to 1000 officers. The findings indicated that among the 275 participants, it was deduced that police officers exhibited a reluctance to report instances of unprofessional conduct unless there was a specific motive for investigation. Police officers have suggested that the reason for this stems from the possibility of needing help in situations in the future, and not receiving it due to whistle blowing – that, is disclosing unethical or illegal actions by one’s co-employees or organisation. The incident involving Derek Chauvin’s violation of use of force rules, leading to the death of George Floyd, has received a significant media coverage. In contrast, the case of Cariol Horne, a New York City Police Department officer who intervened to prevent a white officer from using an illegal chokehold on a young black male, has not been as widely reported (New York Times, 13th April 2021). This pertains to the realm of moral obligation, reflecting an individual’s perception of what is morally “right” or “wrong”, “good” or “bad” within specific contexts (MacCormick 2007). 
      The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) implemented following the historical Brixton Riots in London, is of considerable importance as it strives to achieve a harmonious balance between the authority of law and enforcement and the fundamental rights of individuals. An official investigation into the riots, known as the Scarman Report, revealed excessive application of “stop and search” tactics on black individuals, which has led to a decrease over many years of trust in officers conducting this procedure. Moreover, The Equality and Human Rights Commission has successfully analysed patterns in the utilization of stop and search powers by utilizing data from the Ministry of Justice, The Home Office, The Metropolitan Police, and the Office for National Statistics. Research finding from the ECHR highlight the presence of substantial black/white disproportional ratios in Dorset, Hampshire, and Leicester in 2007/08. Studies indicate a high incidence of surplus stop and searches in London, with a rate of 60 per 1000 individuals in 2007/08, particularly affecting the Asian and black communities. According to Bayley (2006), the quality of policing serves as the ultimate measure of democratic governance. A state cannot assert its democratic nature if its police officers consistently exploit their authority. This study highlights the use of stop searches more in black individuals; therefore, the public could perceive officers are abusing their power.
      Following this, The Independent Office for Police Conduct who examine serious complaints and instances of misconduct involving the police (gov.uk) released a National Stop and Search Survey Report in October 2023. This states that utilisation of stop and search procedures, when implemented appropriately serves as a crucial tool enabling police officers to detain individuals who are not formally arrested, to conduct searches on their person or vehicle for illegal items. Following the results from the ECHR survey, this study has found that efforts are being made to enhance and uphold professional standards in stop searches, for example, Herefordshire police initiated a campaign called “disproportionality dives” to target areas with disproportionality and evaluate officers’ behaviours that may cause concerns with the aim to eradicate the unconscious bias of officers. Moreover, Gwent police have demonstrated proactive measures by engaging an external consultant to review records. This survey also states that police forces are implementing the use of body worn video for transparency throughout the procedure.
         Utilisation of body worn video plays a significant role in safeguarding the public from police mis conduct and simultaneously protects the police from false allegations. In 2014, research conducted by the Office of Justice revealed the use of body worn video resulted more guilty pleas. To support this, in 2014, The College of Policing and Essex police tested body worn video in domestic abuse investigations which led to a higher rate of convictions due to being evidence led. There are mixed views 
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Public Protection

      This essay will discuss what characteristics can affect a person and make them more vulnerable to exploitation to criminal gangs. 
       Vulnerable is defined as being “capable or susceptible to being attacked, damaged, hurt or influenced by something or someone” (Oxford dictionary 2024). A person who is susceptible can belong to any age group, ethnic background, or gender. A criminal organisation is a collective of individuals who share a unified identity and typically participate in unlawful activities. 
       Criminal activity that is increasingly discussed, is in reference to “County lines”, which refers to a type of criminal exploitation in which minors are targeted and coerced into engaging in drug trafficking activities (The Childrens Society, 2022). However, (Spider 2019) states Human trafficking, exploitation, drug trafficking and sales, and related gang activities are not a new phenomenon. Prevention in County lines requires effective identification of those who are risk (Hude K 2018, Machura et al, 2018). 
        There exist numerous attributes that can be classified as psychological risks, which make individuals susceptible to being targeted and recruited into the criminal realm. These encompass individuals who already possess low-self esteem and lack confidence in their ability to succeed in life. Such circumstances may arise from inadequate parenting and guidance, instances of child maltreatment, or separation between parents and children, all of which can contribute to feelings of isolation and loneliness. Children who have been subjected to criminal victimisation and have undergone psychological distress due to past traumatic events, such as witnessing violence within their family environment or being direct recipients of abuse, are at a heightened risk of engaging in criminal activities. Children who have been exposed to their parents’ substance misuse and have witnessed this behaviour may perceive it as a normal way of life. Similarly, children whose parents are entangled in the criminal justice system may also view this situation as a typical aspect of their upbringing. These situations are known as adverse childhood experiences and research suggests that children who suffer from this, find it difficult to trust figures of authority and therefore have no regards for the law. The Welsh ACE survey revealed that individuals who had encountered four or more ACEs had a significantly higher likelihood of engaging in violent behaviour within the past year, with a 15-fold increase in the probability. Furthermore, these individuals were also found to be 20 times more prone to being incarcerated at some stage in their lives. (Health Research Authority, NHS). 
      Additionally, there exists social vulnerabilities that render individuals more prone to engaging in criminal activities. According to research conducted by the Home Office, it has been revealed that a staggering 91% of those implicated in organised crime are of the male gender. Consequently, this gender disparity can potentially result in the entanglement of women and girls through intimate relationships. The same study also suggests that children who are under the care of the local authority frequently engage in delinquent behaviour because of their yearning for acceptance and a sense of belonging. It is common that the child would have experienced a lack of healthy diet and poor-quality housing. (oecdlibrary). Engaging in criminal activities within a gang entails various incentives including financial gains, material gifts and substances for carrying out assigned duties. The study conducted by the Home Office indicates that people residing in underprivileged regions with high poverty rates are at a greater risk of being involved in serious and organised criminal activities. Furthermore, the findings suggest that factors such as greed and addiction may drive certain individuals towards such behaviours, whilst others may be enticed by the allure of status and power associated with participation in criminal networks. (Home Office, 2015). Research also indicates a correlation between criminal activity and inadequate education. According to Tauchen and Whitte (1994), individuals who are either employed or attending school exhibit lower tendencies to participate in criminal behaviour. 
       With advancements in technology, criminal activities evolve as well. Online platforms and communities serve as avenues for engaging in serious and organised crimes beyond just drug trafficking, this is especially pertinent in cases of child sexual exploitation and cybercrime. Research indicates that individuals who participate in the distributions of illicit images of minors are also implicated in instances of direct child abuse (Home Office, 2015). 
      Conflict may emerge between police officers and young vulnerable individuals because of the need to protect them, coupled with the responsibility to act against them for severe offences such as drug trafficking, sexual misconduct, possession of weapons and serious assaults (Home Office 2018, NCA 2017). The national problem of county lines offending, which entails the exploitation of vulnerable individuals by organised crime groups to transport drugs across borders, is acknowledged by the Crown Prosecution throughout the Modern-Day Slavery Act 2015, in some cases, susceptible children or drug users may be coerced into becoming drug runners through a method known as cuckooing. This involves enticing individuals with free drugs, subsequently indebting them to the gang and instilling fear of violence. (The Crown Prosecution Service). Consequently, these individuals feel compelled to comply with the gang’s demands, as exemplified by their involvement in cannabis cultivations. The inclusion of Section 45 in The Modern-Day Slavery Act acknowledges that certain individuals who have engaged in criminal activities may actually be victims who have been subjected to immense pressure and fear for their own lives. This amendment aims to offer these victims a legal defence, encouraging them to step forward and provide crucial evidence without facing charges for their own offences (Modern Day Slavery Act, 2015, Legislation.gov.uk) 
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