Short film Production

Session one. The short films!
In our first session we were asked to look at three short films. The main film that I looked at in detail was Cluedope. During Cluedope, I found it really interesting how they decided to end their whole film. The reason behind this is because when the actor entered, he was able to tell who the murderer was, the weapon choice and room within a second of looking at the board and knowing no information from other cards. The reason this is interesting is that I feel they could have developed on his character to show how he has been able to produce that conclusion.
Costume and Props
Grey zipper jumper
Grey tracksuit bottoms
Outdated slippers to show he is in the comfort of his own room
Silver ear piercing (plain Stud)
Sport Medals from his childhood for him to reminisce in his old glory
Plain pinboard covering the wall just on screen right and left in the background so that no identification or anything related to him on screen i.e. No photo frames or photos
Deodorant and aftershave
Mystery Box and padlock (not all the time)
My Characters Background
Who is Alex? 
· Alex is a 23year old university student studying computer science/engineering.
· He is considered as a low-profile social media addict. 
· In his spare time, he hacks into other people's emails person websites and hacks the software of small businesses messing around with small things on their websites for his pleasure.
· He has no interest in other people's opinions and can be very selfish.
· He doesn’t have any close relatives and very little friends other than other people met through online hacking servers.
· Used to be a very proactive kid who loved playing football but had to stop due to injury.
He likes to put up a front to people hiding who he truly is.

Camera angles and lighting
· When it came to lighting and the angle of the camera I had very limited knowledge, this made it difficult for me to know what lighting would be best to create the best atmosphere. Because we are also locked in our rooms mainly this meant that I had limited resources, so I had to work with what I had. 
· One of the camera angles which I used was from a high angle in the corridor of my accommodation building. To do this I needed the assistance of someone to hold it in place to ensure the right shot. This gave the effect of CCTV footage which added to the emphasis on him always being watched.
· The other angle which I used was a similar one to most of the group, due to the whole film being set on a zoom call the main angle used was from the laptop itself. This is quite a low angle which isn’t the most flattering angle but goes well with the lighting which I had decided on. 
· I also changed the angle of the laptop camera at different points in the film which showed frustration and anger and kept the audience engaged as it was a change in dynamics.
· The lighting which I used was not only limited due to the situations, but I had to create an atmosphere to go along with my character. 
· This being shady I decided to go with a spotlight using a lamp, which was fitted across the room which pointed down at an angle, highlighting me and bounced off the walls creating shadowy effects. I found this especially effective when using the hammer on the box as it created the shadows on the wall.  
· Because I wanted to be in full control of the lighting and I did not have black out curtains in my room, I used binbags which I taped to the window stopping most of the light coming in along side the curtains. 

Writing the script and the challenges we faced.
Writing the script wasn’t as easy as people say it is. As a group we learnt about the obstacles you will face and how you can get around said obstacles. These being things such as:

Obstacles we faced
1. Different ideas on how the script should be written whether it be a line or the plot.
2. Who has the access to certain equipment necessary for their characters?
3. To decide on a budget for actor’s personal props.
4. Which character gets more screen time 
5. Which character is the Antagonist/Protagonist?
How we solved them
1. We all had an equal say and when it came to it we all encouraged each other to go with their idea for their character giving constructive criticism when necessary. 
2. We changed part of the plot so that all the scenes worked together i.e., car accident changed to a work-related impeachment.
3. We felt like it was fair if the person seen less has a more dramatic ending to their part in the film and is seen first and vice versa.
4. This was easy as nobody is really the antagonist, but it is clear who has the better reasoning.
          
The Death Scene
 I would like to start off by saying I really enjoyed filming this scene due to how uncomfortable it made me feel and pushing me out of my boundaries. Before looking back at the footage, I felt as if it still wouldn’t look how it was intended to and no matter how many times, we filmed it I still thought this. After looking at the footage and seeing the way it was edited, I now understand that you may not be able to fully visualise how it will look while creating something, but this scene has encouraged me to trust mine and other instincts on scene decisions. I feel like I took on the constructive criticism from both Lloyd and Kieron in a positive manner and applied this to my piece. If I was to do this scene again, I would ensure that I have a fully clear bag which has no detailing and would also try different techniques on camera to give the film maker a wider selection of shots. 



Filming Week
I started the week by preparing the props which I needed, I started by painting a shoe box black to match the rest of the group’s mystery boxes. This was another thing which was out of my comfort zone due to not being the artsy type. I also collected trophies and badges for the background and a padlock which was used with the box. We then started to film, as this was going to be edited into a final piece, we needed to take many different shots which were all slightly different so that we knew which would look the best. As I had to leave the session early after doing a full run through, we specifically looked at my death scene in detail, I thoroughly enjoyed this because I was able to implement the criticism which I was being given. After the filming session I needed to get one last shot which was for the CCTV footage, this had to be recorded by a flat mate because of Covid restrictions.

Overall Summary
Firstly, I would like to start off by saying that I would much prefer to experience this process out of a Covid situation as it would be a lot less hassle and I would have had a better opportunity for exploring different characteristics and techniques when being able to use all facilities. However, I am still grateful for the experience as not only did I explore an actor’s point of view when film making but also other aspects of the filmmaking process which happens backstage. I feel that myself and my group worked well around an individual which made the process difficult, by this I mean we continued to work in a professional manner ensuring everyone got a fair say without causing an awkward or hostile environment. The situations we were put in due to the pandemic also taught me a lot about communication, as everything needed to be done on group chats and calls, where it is common for things to be easily misunderstood so I feel like I did well in this situation. This also made the process very independent at times as we needed to get shots of our own scenes without others being present so that they could give feedback. Something that I would have done differently throughout this process was spending more time on the responses which I gave in character to make it seem more natural as I felt like my lines were very forced when watching it back. Something that I would like to do if I had the opportunity to do this film again would be to try the other story line which my group discussed called ‘The Race’, this is because within this film my character was more energetic, and I would of explored different physical theatre techniques which would help me in my career path. I also feel that if this version was chosen the film footage may have been more diverse and exciting as shots could have been filmed in different locations.
