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Critically analyse how a local, national or international campaigning organisation has engaged with a topic of your choice over the last year.
Your answer should refer to theory and legislation as part of the analysis.

This assignment will discuss the campaign #5WEEKSTOOLONG, a campaign can be defined as an act to bring about change (Kingham and Coe, 2005), initiated in February 2019 (Trow, 2020), that is championed by campaigning organisation the Trussell Trust (TT) (TT, No Date/a). In order to critically analyse, there will be an exploration of how the TT has engaged to reduce the five weeks wait of payment of the benefit Universal Credit (UC) and looking at campaign guidance to asses if their strategy is appropriate, as it is argued that this delay in benefit receipt results in people having to rely on the support from food banks (TT, No Date/a). 

The Oxford Dictionary defines organisation as ‘an organized group of people’ (Waite and Hawker, 2009) as an addition the definition of a charity would be an organisation that has set out its objectives for public benefits and must be overseen by trustees (NCVO, No Date), this is set out in the Charities Act (Gov.uk, 2013). This is substantiated by the TT (No Date/b) stating that they operate with senior leadership and by trustees (TT, No Date/c). Furthermore, the TT is a charity registered in England, Wales and Scotland (Charity Commission, No Date; Scottish Charity Regulator, No Date), this reinforces that this assignment is being examined from a national level.

UC is the amalgamation of six legacy benefits (Gov.uk, 2019), established as a result of the Welfare Reform Act 2012 with the purpose to simplify and respond to each individual case to asses as a means-tested benefit (Spicker, 2012). The concept of a single and paid in arrears benefit would replicate a monthly wage payment when in employment (Millar and Bennett, 2017). The Department for Work and Pensions (2010) comment in their publication that the UC benefit would seek to ‘lift people out of poverty’. When UC was introduced in 2013 (Royston, 2012; Gov.uk, 2015) the waiting time to receive the benefit payment was six weeks, however in 2018 the wait was reduced to five weeks (Gov.uk, 2018; Turn2us, No Date)., the Centre for Social Justice (2017) recommended that the seven day waiting period could be eliminated, as this time period was not taken into account, meaning no benefit would be accrued from this time, they argued that this concept went against the theory that UC would imitate a monthly wage payment, as no employee would work seven days without payment. Gov.uk (2017) assert that it is possible to receive an advance payment whilst waiting for the first UC payment, with repayments taken from future UC payments. The TT (2019/a) argue that advance payments are not the solution, as many claimants are already facing financial hardship and this concept, and of repayments, could increase this hardship.

The purpose of campaigning is that no one individual should go without food with the overall aim ‘to end hunger and poverty in the UK’ (TT, No Date/d), hence food parcels are provided to ensure that people have a basic food provision to ensure they do not go hungry (TT, No Date/e). In order to accomplish this the TT (No Date/f) engages with receiving donations in the form of monetary gifts, (TT, No Date/g) (TT, No Date/h); food donations, as “over 90% of the food distributed by food banks … is donated by the public” (TT, No Date/i) and by donations of goods for resale (TT, No Date/j). Through undertaking placement and volunteering at a local food bank, the above practice has been observed. The United Nations (No Date) declare that adequate food is a human right, whilst Maslow’s theory of human motivation, can be imagined as a pyramid, with levels of various needs to be fulfilled in order to reach the top, the level of physiological needs would include food as a basic need in order to ascend to the safety level where one could acquire a form of employment (Maslow, 1987).

The TT have a strategy in place to influence the government to make necessary changes to the five weeks wait, they believe that through collaboration, media coverage and interaction with politicians, it will allow the opportunity, when it arises, such as the annual budget, to demand for change (TT, No Date/a). 

Kingham and Coe (2005) believe that charities work in alliance to overcome the excessive challenges encountered, Gingerbread (No Date); TT (No Date/a) note that the campaign is supported by many organisations and individuals, as the TT (2019/b, p.4) quote that support is provided from ‘more than 40 organisations across diverse fields … representing millions of people’ this would highlight the importance of the need for this campaign and that it operates within the campaign strategy.

[bookmark: _Hlk34680729]This campaign is seen to be a “hot” topic, the Collins Dictionary (No Date) assert that “hot” is an adjective that is used within journalism to emphasise that a topic is receiving much public interest, there are many newspaper articles that demonstrate this. The Guardian (2019) headline ‘More people than ever turning to food banks’, this article highlights the amount of food parcels issued with the main reasons being that benefit payment is insufficient, delays in benefit receipt and benefit changes (The Guardian, 2019).  The headline ‘Universal Credit: I had never used a food bank’ (BBC, 2019) expressed that a benefit change led to a move to UC that resulted in an eight-week delay and the claimant relaying on support from the food bank. Dwivedi and Pandey (2013) assert that media representations can be biased, however they believe that it is a crucial tool that can circulate awareness of negative social issues with respect to bring change. 

The TT has published four reports over the past 3 years with regard to Universal Credit (TT, No Date/k), the Charity Commission (2017) assert that it is not essential to carry out research, however there are beneficial outcomes for conducting research. Vital research that is undertaken will in turn provide ‘support and strengthen a campaign’ (Charity Commission, 2017, p.24), by providing ‘hard facts … to back up their cause’ (Lattimer, 2000, p.66). 

Whilst researching for data, the Office for National Statistics (2019) declare that they do not possess any data relating to food bank reliance, however Parliament.uk (2020/a) claim that they rely on the TT as a primary source for statistics. The TT have published data since 2011 (Loopstra et al, 2019) and they declare that they issued 61,000 people with food parcels in 2011 that is an increase of 136% since 2008 (TT, 2011), Image 1 demonstrates the increase of 3-day food parcels given out, during the 2013-2014 period there were 913,138 parcels issued increasing to 1,583,668 in the period of 2018-2019 (TT, 2019/c). 
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Image 1:  TT (2019).
Image 2 demonstrates the number of people on Universal Credit, in January 2015 there were 28,000 claimants and this rose to 2,200,000 claimants in July 2019, the figure for January 2020 is currently provisional (Gov.uk, 2020). 
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Image 2: Gov.uk (2020).

In this instance there is no direct proof that the rising number of claimants’ correlate to the rise in food bank use, however it is challenging to deny that there is possible cause and effect, notably as the TT (2019/c) report that referrals for 2018-2019 was due to low income from benefit receipt, delays in benefit receipt and changes in benefit. 

In an article Wallace and Ghelani (2019) debate whether UC should be scrapped, while in a recently aired documentary, Neil Couling states that UC will be a system that will exist for the next twenty to forty years, and that the delays in full roll-out allows for UC to be rectified (Universal Credit: Inside the Welfare State, 2020). 

As per their strategy, the TT have submitted a proposal ahead of the Budget, they proposed the government should ‘end the five weeks wait by providing non-repayable grants’ for new claimants (TT, 2020/a, p.1), however there is no suggestions as to what provisions should be made for current claimants to assist them with their shortfalls. The Budget gave much focus on benefit support for the potential rise in demand of sick pay due to the recent outbreak of coronavirus, yet he confirmed that continued reviews of UC will take place, and meanwhile declared that there will be an end to the benefit freeze, and from April 2020 an increase of 1.7% to benefits (HM Treasury, 2020). Nonetheless the TT (2020/b) will continue to strive for change by demanding a grant as an interim payment.

In conclusion, the campaign is relevant to the past year and being championed by a national organisation that meets charity regulators and guidance. There was an explanation as to UC, with a mention to the previous amendment in waiting time. The assignment continued to a take brief look at the right to food linking to theory, and the support of issuing food parcels, before looking at the campaign strategy and acknowledging through campaign theory that this is relevant practice. Research data was briefly touched upon, that showed a rise in food parcels distributed whilst the number of universal credit claimants also raised, this did not show relevant correlation, however additional evidence examined that benefit related issues were the reason for food bank reliance. It was questioned if it is possible to eradicate UC, however it was argued that this system is expected to remain for some time, resulting in the requirement for a change to the five-week wait, however a change could possible oppose the concept of a paid in arrears wage that the system imitates. The Budget reported that an increase of 1.7% in benefit payments would occur from April 2020 with ongoing reviews of UC to continue. Nonetheless the TT persists that a grant whilst waiting for initial benefit payment is the most effective course of action for new claimants. The question remains, how, when and will this situation be improved to ensure current and new claimants have the basic needs to live?
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