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Policing the public
An analysis of the impact of crime and antisocial behaviour on local communities will be conducted in this assignment, followed by utilising upon a high profile of the Fiona Pilkington case and how it affected the communities trust and bond between both police and public.  Adding to this, the strategies for preventing crime and dealing with ASB in communities will be discussed within and how appropriate police action takes place. ASB is behaviour by a person which causes, or is likely to cause, harassment, alarm, or distress to persons who are not of the same household as the person. Metropolitan police (2023) states that depending on how many people are impacted, antisocial behaviour falls into one of three primary categories. Which is the following of individually antisocial actions, disruptive and antisocial behaviour and adverse social behaviour in the environment. Also, adding in different types of strategies for the police to use effectively in the public to prevent crime and anti-social behaviour.  

Main Body
Local communities can be impacted by crime and antisocial behaviour in a variety of ways. Anyone can experience crime and ASB and can be displayed by individuals of any age, gender, culture and background. It can be directed towards any person or group or persons, regardless of their personal characteristics or circumstances. It can occur in any social setting, including workplaces, communities, schools and even personal relationships. The impact that crime and ASB can have on victims and communities differs as while some individuals may become suicidal and depressed, rendering them housebound, others may become irate and frustrated. GOV.UK (2023) emphasises that approximately 36% had shunned particular locations, and 24% went out less frequently. Approximately 17% felt that experiencing or seeing ASB required them to alter their travel plans. This shows the life changing implements it has had on those who live in these areas where ASB is committed, exposing the fear it has upon them and how they become less sociably available isolating themselves and families to keep safe. 
A case that links to how the public have a lack of trust for the police and council is the Fiona Pilkington incident.  After being harassed by neighbourhood kids for ten years, Fiona Pilkington, a lady, and her disabled daughter Francecca Hardwick committed suicide in 2007. Driving her Austin Maestro to a remote rest area near Earl Shilton Village, Frankie, her 18-year-old daughter, was sitting next to her in the car when she doused the back seat in fuel and started the car on fire leading them both to die there. Pilkington had reported the ASB to the police that was committed to her household numerous of times but unfortunately Leicestershire Constabulary failed to implement a unified, well-organized, and successful strategy to deal with the harassment and antisocial behaviour they were experiencing. The report enumerates thirty-three documented incidents involving the family and Leicestershire Police between November 1997 and October 2007. Pilkington’s case effected the community surrounding them massively as they felt like they had no support, linking to ASB help (2023) as an individual who attended Bardon road where Pilkington lived and spoke with those victims who have made contact with the Victim's Commissioner or ASB Help states that the public believes that agencies are not doing enough to assist them in stopping the antisocial behaviour they are seeing and experiencing. This shows the lack of assistance they believe is available which could result to victims not reporting ASB and therefore lead to self-isolation and loneliness in their own homes, withdrawing from social interactions. They might fear going outside or interacting with others due to the fear of encountering the perpetrator or facing further harassment upon local communities. 

Physical harm and property damage is another factor of how crime and ASB affects local communities. Affectively, if ASB is committed physically criminal damage is performed. Crown prosecution (2023) defines that Section 1(1) of the CDA 1971 states that it is illegal for someone to intentionally destroy or damage another person's property, to do so with reckless disregard for the possibility that such property will be destroyed or damaged, or to do any of these actions without a valid justification, shall be guilty of the offence. In the Fiona Pilkington had been affected by criminal damage as Bradford (2023) affirm that up to sixteen young people in groups had thrown flour, eggs, and stones at their house and urinated on the property. Therefore, these individuals had committed criminal damage to Pilkington's house/property. As a victim, when a form of ASB is accomplished and it is done by carrying out criminal damage it can make someone feel at risk because their house it is getting targeted. Supporting victims (2023) states that after facing ASB and criminal damage it can make the victim feel exposed and concern themselves with the safety of self-belongings and panic over the security for the individual or family. From this, it may make the victim believe that they could be next to get physically harmed by the perpetrator perhaps instead of the property. 
Another impact that ASB and crime could have on local communities is living in fear, the book journal exploring the impacts of anti-social behaviour (2018) discusses that people were too afraid to enter the city centre after dark. The main issue facing the government in town and city centres recently is young people hanging out in gangs. Therefore, this can make individual's feel vulnerable, especially when it is known that more ASB and crime is occurred and committed at night after dark. Providing evidence for this the University of Sheffield (2021) states that criminals benefit from poor visual conditions like darkness, which has a greater impact on the risk assessment for committing crime and ASB, involving little to no interpersonal proximity. This shows that there needs to be various measurements taken place in order to combat crime and ASB at night, such as improving light infrastructure ensuring adequate lighting in public spaces such as lanes, parks, streets etc to make those who feel vulnerable more reassured and safer in their community. As a result, this could deter crime and perhaps make criminals reconsider the rational choices they decide to make. 
An additional affect ASB has given victims in local communities is them left feeling frustrated and let down, Victim's commissioner (2022) emphasises that it is not simple to report ASB. When ASB worsens, victims frequently find it difficult to interact with the organisations that ought to be supporting them. This highlights the stress the victims face day to day. Indicating that enough is not done by the police and council to the person/group of people committing these offences as it has been shown and stated that it has been found to be difficult to interact with the organisations. This could be because nothing gets taken into consideration and no action is taken. This links into the Fiona Pilkington case as there was no further action taken when Pilkington reported the ASB that was occurring outside her own home. The Guardian (2011) states that over the course of the ten-year ordeal, Pilkington and her family had contacted the police more than thirty times. This demonstrates the amount of attempts Pilkington had tried to express what had been going on but unfortunately pointlessly nothing had been carried out further by the police. Referring to why individuals believe it is not easy to report ASB and crime this could be one of many reasons why it is not reported. 
Likewise, the Guardian (2011) adds that the life of an ASB victim can be a “Living nightmare” meaning that the victim can be impacted tremendously and be extremely distressing, frightening, or overwhelming. It can encompass various aspects of a person’s life, whether it’s in a workplace, houses, local parks or schools etc. Crime and ASB cab be a living nightmare for several distinct reasons. For example, the financial cost that ASB causes can tremendously impact negatively. Overall, a statistic from the UK Parliament (2007) asserts that approximately £3.4 billion is spent annually by government agencies in England and Wales in responding to reports of anti-social behaviour. This exhibits the amount of crime and ASB that is committed in these countries, this is a negative factor as it is causing harm and distress to people’s lives, causing them to live a nightmare as stated. 
From a book article Assessing the use and impact of Anti-Social behaviour orders (2007) contains a statement from a focus group participant who had attended multiple Take a Stand conferences. The participant stated that a "name and shame" protocol should be implemented to identify ASB perpetrators and make the community aware of them. The individual has also gone to several Take a Stand gatherings. In order to identify the perpetrators of these crimes in their neighbourhood, many members of the public support the implementation of name and shame campaigns, which are carried out in Plymouth, Bristol, and other cities across the country. This demonstrates the effect it can have and the irritation and rage it can cause in numerous communities. This could be resolved by the local community knowing who is committing this crime and the police and council identifying them to the public so that everyone is aware of the person or group of people, making the public more relieved and less stressed. A way of doing this could be by using various social medias such as Instagram, Facebook or twitter. Alternatively, the police and council could get the community together 
In order to prevent the rates of crime and ASB an appropriate police action is needed to be taken place. From the Fiona Pilkington case, after police continuously failing to recognise the family's susceptibility an inspector and two constables were questioned regarding the calls Pilkington made in the months and years prior to her suicide. Leicestershire (2017) express that four police officers were subject to misconduct proceedings after the untimely death of Fiona Pilkington, as they were unable to identify the 10-year pattern of abuse. This proves how the wrong police actions were taken. To overcome this, the police must ensure to attend any call relating to serious offences such as crime and ASB for no person to feel vulnerable, upset, angry or even self-isolate themselves. An affective way to respond and combat ASB is by using useful evidence-based policing approaches and interventions such as the hot-spot policing strategy. College of policing (2022) state that hot spot policing is a tactic used to lower crime rates. It focuses on activities and resources in high-risk areas. This shows that by allocating resources to these areas, crime problems can be resolved more successfully. This is a great way of dealing with ASB as it can bring criminals to justice when pinpointing the areas where it is being committed and reassure victims that the police are taken action. Following this, police appearances could make the public feel safer and therefore this is another appropriate police action. More visible police patrol can reduce crime rates, according to Law and public safety (2022) emphasised that having police presence around discourages crime and upholds public order. This implies that it is a good working strategy to lower crime in hot spot areas, also making individuals or groups of people consider their actions. This could strengthen ties between the public and the police and demonstrate their shared concern.  Another effective and appropriate police action that could be taken is inserting more CCTVs in hot spot areas where crime is committed, more visible CCTV central is one of the problem-solving models from the POP model. According to WCCTV (2023), overt CCTV systems have been shown to have a transformative effect and deter antisocial behaviour, which may help prevent ASB from occurring. This demonstrates that the installation of CCTV gives local communities and residents peace of mind that, in the event that ASB is or has been committed, appropriate action is being taken to address their concerns. Also, by having more visible CCTVs it may cause someone to reconsider about what they're doing when they realise, they're actions are being looked upon.


Conclusion
To conclude, it is evident that anyone is greatly and broadly impacted by the crime and ASB committed on communities. Anyone in their community may encounter ASB. It affects individuals in many ways, such as feeling vulnerable, frightened, anger, frustrated and even lead to self-isolation or suicide relating upon the death of Fiona Pilkington. From gathered research it has been proven that some communities are not comfortable with reporting ASB as stated from Victim’s commissioner (2022) that it is often difficult for victims to communicate with the organisations that should be helping them. Due to there being a fear of nothing being done or delt with referring to the Pilkington's case which she reported thirty-three times to the police. On the other hand, by using effective strategies such as hot spot policing it can lower the crime rates. Following this, from research by Law and public safety (2022) it has been found that by implementing more police presence it upholds public order and diminishes criminality, making the public feel safer and create a bond of trust within the police and council as there is a concern displayed. Another strategy is inserting more visible CCTVs in hot spot areas in order to provide evidence after a crime has been committed or even make an individual reconsider their actions knowing their behaviour is being observed. After drawing upon the case of Fiona Pilkington it is clear to see that there are many people that are still are affected by it, as it weakened the trust and bond from the community to the police and council. The public had lost trust, and it needed to be regained by implementing strategies to ensure that nobody ever experiences what Pilkington, and her family did previously. 
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