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The show that I have decided to put on is a music festival. I have chosen this as I have a big interest in music and how it can affect people in a positive way. The artist will consist of people that I enjoy and people that are less known so they can get more of a platform to perform on and reach a larger audience. So, headlining will be Childish Gambino, Rich Brian and Dave. The mix of both English and American artists will hopefully expand the audiences for everyone involved and help grow overseas. I also like the work that these artists do behind the scenes for instance the amount of charity work that rich Brian does. The festival will be held outside with different tents being erected for the different stages. The place I hope to hold it is near my hometown of Watford in the public space called cassioberry.  

The main theme that I’m trying to create in this is to bridge the gap between English and American hip hop music. In recent years it has started but its not moving at a fast rate. I would like to bring artists from both sides of the pond together. Hopefully by putting them together they could create things that they otherwise wouldn’t have made let alone thought of.  An artist who started to this was Pop Smoke who would use British beats to rap over greatly increasing their popularity in America, unfortunately he was killed earlier this year but his music and what he stood for is still there for everyone to enjoy and has help some British producers get on the map of different rappers from all over the place. Drill is a relatively new type of music with it only becoming popular in New York and Chicago in about 2010 then making its way to London in around 2013. Although neither places worked with each other the music was similar and all very good which brings it back to my idea as to why doesn’t the UK and America work together more in these disciplines. It wasn’t until pop smoke came along and started working with British producer 808melo that we saw the best collaboration bring the dark harsh beats of the UK with the deep raspy voice of America and putting it all on a track. With pop smoke saying ‘I aint heard nobody beats like melo’. This festival aims to help more collaborations like this happen more frequently and make sure that it’s a normal thing and not even thought twice about. Another example is Skepta the north London born rapper has frequently worked with people from across the pond with people like playboi carti ad drake. He was one of the first people from UK grime to really push the boundary’s and produce music that is not only good lyrically but has excellent producing behind it as well which might be one of the reasons that he is the mega star that he is today and has the world wide fan base that he does. The examples that I gave show that it can be done and when done it provides not only success but makes good music which at the end of the day is what everyone wants. One problem that might arise is the language barrier. This might sound silly as both speak English the language that artist from, for example, London is vastly different from people in America. If they can’t understand it they might not enjoy it as much. This is proved when one American citizen was quoted saying ‘Uk rap is s***, no one can understand them’. This is a bitter pill for me to swallow as it is only a few words that are different and the more they work together the more the language will become understood and used. By choosing the artists to headline it should help bring not only them together but their audience together as well. Meaning that some hype would grow for them to work together so they might be more likely to. These three artists that are headlining are some of my favourites so I believe I would be showing off what everyone has to offer. It won’t be a competition to see who’s better but a celebration of music and what everyone can do when they are together instead of apart.    

The first of the headlines which I will be talking about is an artist called Rich Brian. I choose him because of what he has managed to achieve with bring Asian music to America and vice versa with the help of his label 88rising. Hopefully with this previous knowledge of combining music from different places will help bring my goal. He is originally from Indonesiana he learnt English by watching tv and listening to music. He then went on to start producing his own music in English and he blew up from there. I also like him for what he stands for and what he does with his money and influence now that he is a big and well-known artist. He uses his platform to promote positive messages and help inspire and keep people on the correct path. I feel it is important to give people like this a platform as there is a lot of bad things in the world and it is important to keep the balance by allowing people like this to spread good messages. He also donates and does a lot for charity. For instance, during the corona virus pandemic he is helping and giving money to struggling business around his local area to help them out while they are unable to trade because of the lockdown. With his previous experience with blending cultures to make music and his positivity and charity work I believe he is the correct person to give this kind of platform. 
The second artist is Dave. He is a London born rapper who has taken the UK music scene by storm as of late. He is one of the biggest artist not only in rap but in music at the moment. Dave has won multiple awards and even used shows at these big awards shows to let people know what he thinks about things in the current climate. An example of this was at the brits in 2020 where he played his song black which talks about race. He also has songs about the government which shows that he is making music that he believes sends the correct message and what he wants people to start talking and thinking about. This means that he would be a good candidate to help bridge the gap as he clearly has his head switched on and isn’t afraid to push the boat out a bit to get his message across. He also has a bit of a following in America already with drake remixing one of his earlier songs meaning that if he appeared on a song as a feature people wouldn’t be shocked and have to find out who he is. He also helps to bring issues to light that others would for instance the Grenfell fire he helped to keep people tuned in and made sure help was given to those who need it. This is why I have chosen to put him in the festival as he has conquered the British music scene and want to help him expand into other countries and spread his message to as many people as possible. 
The final artist involved is Childish Gambino. He is personally my favourite artist of all time and I believe that what he sings and raps about is as ponente today as it was when it came out. His biggest album was called ‘because the internet’ and as you can see for the title it talks about ideas that what the internet can do to you if you let it rule your life. He talks about friends, family and love ones that change for the internet and how people are completely different online to in person. He not only talks about issues like this in this album but in interviews and freestyles for radio stations. In an interview for sway45 an American radio station he uses the line ‘they really don’t exist, it’s all because the internet’ this is obviously referencing his previous album abut he is talking about his online friends. To get people away from the internet and their phones at his concerts he refuses to let people on their phones to record his he instead asks them to live in the moment and ‘watch the show through your eyes not your phone’.  I like this message as the internet, although its is an extremely usfull tool, can be extremely dangerous to your mental health and I believe that this is an important message to send to people. The fact that you don’t need the internet you can live your life without the need to get likes from other people. 
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The black lines mark where each stage would be.
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