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Global Perspectives in Education

The main focus of this assignment is to explore the global perspectives in education. To begin, a country will be introduced and the historical timeline will be explored. Moving on to the development of education in the chosen country since it was colonised by the British Missionaries. Key points regarding barriers to universal education in this country will be discussed, the first barrier discussed will be governance and teaching corruption such as funding towards resources, teaching salaries and student grades. The second barrier will be poverty. This assignment will also identify how the government and charities are seeking to overcome these barriers. Finalizing the assignment will be a conclusion which will point out certain outcomes of this research.

The chosen country for this assignment is Nigeria which seems to hold the largest population throughout the African countries, there are approximately 215 million people living in the country according to (worldometers, 2022). Ethiopia’s population to date is 114 million and Egypt’s population is 102 million (worldometers, 2022), this proves Nigeria’s population almost doubles the Eastern and Northern countries. Nigeria is in fact the seventh most popular country throughout the world with Brazil following with the sixth most popular country with a population of 211 million, Pakistan is the fifth with a population of 220 million, Indonesia follows by becoming the forth as the population is 266 million, the US is the third with a population of 329 million, India is the second most popular country with 1,362 billion people living in the country and finally, China is the first most popular country with 1,402 billion individuals living in the country (info please, 2021). There may seem to be a lot of people living in Nigeria, however Favre (2019) explains ‘the number of people living in Nigeria would possibly be higher if the country did not have high rates of mortality and low life expectancies’. The main four causes of death throughout Nigeria is neonatal disorders which is 12.25%, malaria 12%, lower respirator infect 10.85% and HIV/AIDS 5.19% (Statista, 2019), in fact (U.Snews, 2022) confirms ‘Nigeria also has the highest rate of HIV/AIDS related deaths in the world’. Favre explains Nigeria is a diverse West African country and is ‘nicknamed the giant of Africa which is home to hundreds of different ethnicities, languages and beautiful butterflies’. Nigeria has a long history which goes back as far as the oldest identified civilization in Africa which today is known as the Nok culture, Andrews (2018) explains 

‘the Nok culture was one of the earliest known societies of Western Africa. It existed in modern-day Nigeria from around 500 B.C.E. to 200 C.E. The Nok farmed crops and used iron tools, Nok culture is known for its unique terracotta sculptures and its early iron working’

People of the Nok culture were known as experts in sculptures in various materials such as terracotta and seemed to be ahead of time compared to other countries close by, the Nok culture were mining iron then smelting iron weapons and were the first individuals in Africa to make iron. The remainders of materials were first discovered in 1928 and is named after the Ham village of Nok in Kaduna State of Nigeria Robel (2022). Iron was an important role in a number of societies in the early African country, it is believed to hold both material and spiritual power. Iron was used in Africa to ensure they could create tools, everyday utensils and make weapons to safeguard themselves (Shillington, 2012, p. 45). Not only was Nigeria known for its iron it was also know for other resources such as palm oil, cotton, cocoa and tin. The industry is historically known for subjecting to major environmental and human rights violations such as slavery. Both adults and children are forced into working in this industry whilst living in Nigeria, Slater (2017). (OSU, 2020) explains ‘Nigeria was colonized by the British in 1884, the British targeted Nigeria because of its resources’. Once the British colonized Nigeria, British individuals attempted to educate Nigerians by spreading the Christianity faith which was strongly resisted particularly by the north who were largely Muslim. Now, the Christianity population in Nigeria is 49.3%, with 48.8% being Muslim leaving 2% of the population belonging to other religions or belonging to no religion at all. ‘About half of Nigeria’s population identifies as Muslim, and an Islamic legal system was also implemented in 1999’ (U.Snews, 2022). The first and second world war drove Nigerians further towards the movement of independence in 1960. Although Nigeria is an independent country it’s also a ‘member of significant international organizations such as the United Nations, International Monetary Fund, World Bank and the World Trade Organization’ (U.Snews, 2022). 

Since the British colonised Nigeria and imbedded the Christianity faith, around the 1840’s the Christian British missionaries introduced education to the Nigerians ‘the first missionary school was established by the Anglican Church Missionary in 1842’ (bscholarly, 2018). Previous education looked extremely different before the British Government colonised Nigeria, Nigerians would educate their people using two types of education which were Islamic and Indigenous education. Islamic education was strictly available for individuals of the Islamic religion, this limited the teaching of the Arabic alphabet and the Qur’an to anyone who wanted to understand and learn the religion who were not Muslim. (Douglas and Shaikh, 2004) explored the term Islamic education and explained ‘in its most literal sense, Islamic education can refer to efforts by the Muslim community to educate its own, first and foremost through its primary sources, the Qur'an and the Sunnah’. Indigenous education is a ‘concept that extends the significance and power, of identifying oneself as an agent of continuity and change. It refers to the culture identity, politics of the people who inhabit a geographic location, island or nation’ describes (Jacob, 2016, p.9). In 1955 Chief Obafemi Awolowo made education in Nigeria free, the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria emphasises the direction and uses the national policy to ensure adequate and equal education opportunities are available for all (Education Journal, 2015). In 1999 The Universal Basic Education and the Federal government launched a programme to produce compulsory education for all children and young people in Nigeria, this act was passed in April 2004 (Ugoani, 2016, p.547). This act follows the UNCRC article 28 as it states it is vital education is compulsory and free for all (Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1990).

Education is not a programme that provides you with tools for employment, it goes much further than receiving grades and degrees. Education is important as it helps evolve individuals, it helps every student reach a much higher state of being, it helps us become better citizens as education provides us with global information and knowledge. Education also helps individuals with a holistic understand of the world we live in, this is important especially with today’s fast changing world. Education is extremely important, however in Nigeria there are many barriers that affect individuals attending education which contributes Nigeria failing to meet the current correct standards and policies.
Economic, financial and governance crimes are the greatest obstacles to national economic development as the nation has nothing to show for its huge earnings from oil, (Adegbie and Fakile, 2012, p.3). One barrier that affects Nigeria’s education system is governance corruption, since Nigeria celebrated independence in 1960 the Justice Minister (2019) of Federation Abubakar explains ‘the country has lost over $400 billion oil money due to government corruption’. The Minister also states in a conference that corrupt leaders and foreign partners including global companies were involved in stealing money from the country. Onuzo (2021) is a citizen from Nigeria who participates in anti-corruption protests and believes ‘we’ve watched billions of dollars flow into the country via revenue from oil sales and we’ve watched those same billions flow out of the country via crooked politicians and government ministers’. According to the Cambridge dictionary (2022), corruption is an ‘illegal, bad, or dishonest behaviour, especially by people in positions of power’. There are several types of corruption that countries face today. On one hand it varies from political corruption, economic corruption, grand corruption, professional corruption, religious corruption, working class corruption and organised corruption. And on the other hand corruption could be bribery, patronage, favouritism and fraud. Waziri (2009) clarifies corruption has taken place throughout all parts of the Nigerian country. Corruption has made its way into the Nigeria value system, this system has recently threatened other cultures such as the public adulation for wealth as the industry has increased. Waziri (2009) also explains Nigerians do not ask any questions regarding how certain individuals became wealthy in Nigeria, as though the society accept individuals are wealthy due to corruption. The main causes of corruption in Nigeria include ‘greed, the social environment, ostentatious living, societal and family pressure, getrich-quick syndrome, poor reward system, inadequate motivation and clumsy handling of corruption cases among others’ (Adebanjoko, A & Okorie N. 2014.p.3). (Akamolafe et al., 2017) suggests ‘in 2004 transparency International survey covered 146 countries, which rated Nigeria as the third most corrupt country’. (Trading Economics, 2020) estimates that due to corruption the Federal budget in the financial year of 2020 was set at $4.79 trillion, but only spends nine percent of that budget on education (Research consult, 2020). In the same year, the United Nations recommended that Nigeria should spend 26 percent of their budged on education yet the education budget was not raised (project topics, 2020). Smaller nations in Africa spend much more, according to (UNICEF & World Bank, 2019) Botswana spend 19.0 per cent and South Africa, 25.8 per cent no their education. This shows that the Nigerian government at all levels are underfinancing education and that it is not being done adequately, this causes a major consequence on Nigeria’s education facilities which does not comply with the UNCRC (Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1990) article 28 that states ‘children and young people have the right to education regardless of who they are’. The result of poorly financed education in Nigeria contributes to a number of negative outcomes. (Project topics, 2020) suggests at a federal level, more focus is provided to sectors that are less important than educational sectors regardless of the fact educational activities will promote the economic and society a lot more. Nigeria has a reputation of poorly funding teaching staff Adegoke (2016) noted that ‘one of the states owing several months allocation of teachers’ salaries found it necessary to spend N600 million on state Christmas decorations instead of paying teaching staff’, appendix 1 supports this by gathering information and presenting the number of teachers who are owed salaries. With this, poor funding and poor teaching salaries can cause the failure of professional teaching and teachers providing the highest teaching performance and reach the expectation. Due to teachers receiving a low income as well as a unreliable salary, it is said teachers bribe parents for an extra income. Pass-mark bribery is common in Nigeria’s school settings (Hoffmann, 2021) expands and explains ‘parents are likely to pay bribes because they believe this guarantees a pass mark for their children in an examination’. Nigeria’s government are not the only ones participating in corruption, a number of teachers are too. It is understandable that Nigeria has battled corruption for many years, this has resulted in many laws and policies which aim to deal with corruption. The Economic and Financial Crimes Commissions act (EFCC) was established in 2003, published by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. This act was established as a response to the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) on Money Laundering who put policies together and work to create essential political will to ensure national legislation and regulatory reforms are adapted in this area, this response was due to FATF investigating Nigeria’s corruption as the country did not put anything in place to fight against money laundering Ogungbamila (2020). The Economic and Financial Crimes Commissions act sets out a number of consequences that Nigerians may face as an outcome of participating in any form of financial crimes, one major outcome subject to section 174 of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 is that individuals could be punished under this act by paying a fine although this fine is not a set fine, the individual who forces legal action can estimate the fine (Lawpadi, 2022).
[bookmark: _GoBack]An additional barrier that affects the education system in Nigeria is poverty, poverty is a tremendous barrier for children attending education in Nigeria, ‘poverty in Nigeria is widespread. To date, around 40% of Nigerians live in poverty. The economy is dependent on oil, creating inherent vulnerabilities for supply chain disruptions’ Lee (2019). (Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1990) emphasises in article 28 ‘state parties recognize the right of the child to education’ however the average living wage for Nigerians is 42500 NGN which works out as £78.44 a month, although (Action aid, 2020) explains ‘women in Nigeria earn on average 25% less than their male counterparts’ therefore the living wage for women will be much less. Alongside these challenges, according to Action Aid the poor actually pay extra taxes than multinational oil and energy companies which immediately lower’s the living wage. With Nigeria’s huge population which is visually continuing to grow, it has overwhelmed the education system throughout the country. Due to poverty in Nigeria, children will more than likely drop out of education to earn money for themselves. Wiggins, S. and Proctor, S. (2001) suggests girls in Nigeria tend to drop out of their studies and either end up pregnant or sell their bodies on campus as a mean on surviving, and boys have dropped out of education with criminal intention creating weapons to assert war or to participate in war. Statistics show 10.5 million children are not in education although it’s free and compulsory in Nigeria UNICEF (2013) implies ‘only 61 percent of 6-11 year-olds regularly attend primary school and only 35.6 percent of children aged 36-59 months receive early childhood education’. Poverty in Nigeria and its large population has put children in a position where they are unable to attend education as there is not enough support from the government, with such a high population of children living in the country schools cannot facilitate the correct resources, rooms and trained staff to educate each child. (Amzat, 2010, p.57) suggests the consequence of poor financially funding educational settings ‘without providing good facilities, teaching materials, textbooks and classroom resources, it becomes hard to facilitate good learning and quality teaching’ The government have been seen to ignore this challenge therefore a number of charities have set out programmes to tackle this issue and achieve meeting national policies. One charity is Action Aid who noticed the challenge in Nigeria and began their support 22 years ago, to this date Action Aid has supported thousands of people throughout 12 states in Nigeria. Action Aid works alongside several individuals such as teachers, parents, religious leaders, and the community to change the attitudes of individuals that prevent parent’s sending their children to school due to poverty and economic crimes. Action Aid will contribute to achieving article 28 of the UNCRC (Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1990) which focuses on establishing ‘measures to encourage regular attendance at schools and the reduction of drop-out rates’. Action Aid (2020) support has been successful as they have ‘called upon multinational corporations to pay their taxes, and for the government to use this money to provide decent public and educational services’. With this, Action Aid is trying it’s best to meet the (Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1990) article 28 as it states countries need to ‘make higher education accessible to all on the basis of capacity by every appropriate means’, therefore the Nigerian government will put extra money towards funding schools, resources and qualified  teachers. The connection between education and poverty is universal and is a crucial element to promoting not only children’s learning, but to the development of economic growth too. In addition to the Human Capital Theory which was implemented by economists Gary Becker and Theodore Schultz in 1960’s, they believed education hugely contributes to the development in economic growth by valuing a workers experience, knowledge and skills. This theory also suggests the importance of training staff to the highest standard which will invest in each individual to become productive and feel valued, according to this theory staff who become productive on some occasions will earn a higher wage and become more employable (Ross, 2022). Although other economists disagreed with this theory, Samuel Bowels argued employers valued education not only for the reason of their cognitive skills but in view of the fact of their non-cognitive skills and qualities of all levels of the education system (Gaffar & Ijaiya, 1997, p.5). Consequently if the education sector in Nigeria receives poor funding they will not be in a situation where they are able to pay and train staff to ensure this theory is implemented and fails to support education staff to feel valued and have the most skilled staff to teach Nigerian children.

To conclude, Nigeria is a fascinating and unique country. It is a country of many religions, languages and cultures. Nigeria seems to have come a long way since Great Britain invaded the country for their materials, and when Nigeria officially became an independent country half of the population still continued the Christianity faith as well as the Muslim religion. With the shift and development of education in recent decades throughout Nigeria, it is interesting to understand how education was introduced and implemented throughout the country. It is also interesting to learn what education looked like before the Christianity missionaries introduced education to the people of Nigeria, when researching the terms of both Islamic and Indigenous education it was difficult defining the meaning. A number of key terms existed to anticipate a deeper foundation of understanding. Nigeria’s education was very religious in nature. Through this research although Nigeria is called the Giant of Africa, it is unfortunate to learn the chances of children accessing poverty is higher than the chances of them participating in education although it is compulsory and free. It is wonderful to see such charities supporting the people of Nigeria overcome barriers who experience poverty and economic crime throughout the country. It is disappointing to learn that corruption can be discovered since the British colonised the country and that the government are allocating large percentages of funding to certain sectors other than the education system, education is such a crucial time during a child or young person’s life Nigeria are failing their young citizens. Just like the Ecological Systems Theory by Bronfenbrenner, many policies are in place and produced to help maintain environments where children and young people can be educated effectively. All these policies, acts, governments, charities parents and teachers work hard putting these in place to help keep children and young people safe and ensuring all of these are followed consistently, they emphasise the importance of children having the best education provided for them. 
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Table 2: Arrears of Teachers’ Salaries Owed by some States despite Bailout

S/N  State Arrears of Salaries owed in Months
Abia 6 (oral interview)

2 Bayelsa 7

3 Benue 4

4 Ekiti 6

5 Imo 6

6  Kogi 15

7 Kwara 11

8 Nasarawa 3

9  Ogun 6

10  Osun 12

11 Ondo 7

12 Oyo 6






