


Fighting racism has been a struggle for hundreds of years and only in the last 50 years has the world seen major constitutional changes around the world to attack the matter (Wilson, 2003). It has been difficult to enforce rules and stop people being racist, but measures have been put in place which will hopefully catch those who intend to cause harm and those who attempt to radicalise people in to believing a certain group is the enemy. (Brown, 2004)

According to (CPS, 2022), Hate Crimes are acts or motives which are hostile against people based on one or more of their race, religion, disability, sexual orientation, or transgender identity. There is no agreement globally that a single definition which would cover all elements of hate crime, this is because of the cultural difference across different countries. Definitions will vary from place to place but would generally agree with broad morals (Robert J. Boeckmann, 2002).

Hate Crime has been an evolving crime around the world and legislation continues to change what rules apply to its conviction. This depends on societies views and thoughts on the matter (Bobo, 1999). The legislation which covers hate crime in the UK as stated by the (CPS, 2022) would be the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 and the Sentencing Act 2020. These acts allow the police to use precedent to see if a crime is worthy of more action and protects individuals who believed there was nothing they could do about the matter. 

According to the (The-Sentencing-Council, 2023) the punishment which someone will receive because of the hate crime will be clearly explained and noted on record. The offender will clearly understand what additional they will be getting because of their hate crime.

Hate Speech is a would be an expression which would speak badly of a targeted group because of a difference or perceived difference. (Charles R. Lawrence, 1993). According to the (CPS, 2022), Hate Speech has become subset for hate crime in most countries and has the potential powers to amplify the penalties of certain crime. For example, if a person was committing a battery and assault whilst racially abusing the person. This would be seen as a hate crime, and this would mean harsher punishment (Gerstenfeld, 1992).

According to (Hentoff, 1993) the difficult process of hate speech is actual evidence, because of the known freedom of speech, it is difficult to punish people of prejudice against a certain group of individuals (Hate Crime) unless there has been credible evidence which highlights their very clear motives. This is difficult to prove in a court of law.

(Jack Glaser, 2002) discusses about the troubles of hate crime which have come from the internet. It has thought to increase numbers of hate crime because it reduces the level of responsibility behind racist comments. This was before the internet was taken over bey social media which allowed the world to become connected and allow personnel to mask themselves as other people and use it as a platform to voice their opinions whether they be genuine or even radical (Ariadna Matamoros-Fernández, 2021).

Social media sites such as Facebook, Twitter and YouTube have strict policies about the content they allow and have implemented protocols, but this isn’t enough (Johan Farkas, 2018). The content people see on the internet could potentially influence somebody to take these beliefs and act on them. This discrimination will only create a bigger divide between races and then cause more trouble down the line. 

An example of social media being used as form of hate speech would be the comments by fans after the Euro 2020 penalty shootout. Three England footballers missed their penalty shots were all black heritage coincidentally and this caused certain minority of racist English fans to show their real true colours. (Nicole Ferdinand, 2021)

Marcus Rashford, Jadon Sancho and Bakayo Saka received wave of hate speech towards them mostly targeting their race. This was because of their black heritage. These comments were completely targeting their race and not ethnicity as they were all born and raised in England. All the English men were devastated and were shocked by some of the public’s reaction to the loss (SkyNews, 2021).

According to (Nicole Ferdinand, 2021) the hate the players received was a “sobering reminder of the deep schisms which that run through the English society” (p.2). These comments were a reminder of the deep racism which still happens every day and an event like this was the boiling point which shows that there is more to be done to combat this.

To understand why the understand why the England players are target, there is a need to know the history and the background. Race is often confused with ethnicity; race can be defined as a biological construct which can classify a group of people (Wilson, 2003). Ethnicity would be the culture which come from the geographic location in which they were born and raised (Nathan Glazer, 1974). 

In human psychology, there has always been an unconscious divide between difference, and this is amplified for features such as race and ethnicity. (Ralph Richard Banks, 2008). According to (Essad, 1991) it could be a multitude of things which could create the divide between race such as biological difference, culture difference and the unwillingness to comprehend one another. There have been mass improvements on this matter but there are still communities which are uncultured and do not believe anything besides their own beliefs. 

Due to ill knowledge in the past, there has been misconceptions in the past that those of Black and Minority Ethnic (BAME) races were inferior to the White European race (Banton, 2015). This theory is archaic and obscene and was only developed because of the lack of knowledge and the difference in culture which was frowned upon. (Giddens, 2001) states that white people racialized the rest of the world as they were different and white was the normality. This didn’t account for the rest of the biological features they shared besides their skin colour. 

As majority of the English population are white (82%) (GovernmentWebsite, 2021). There are racial slurs which are still embedded through the country and there are many who believe in a purely white England which is racist (Nicole Ferdinand, 2021). 

There has been generational advancement in how people of different race treat one another since the 19th century. This was seen post World War 2 as there has been many of civil rights movements and a ‘surge’ of migration globally. (Winant, 2000). The England players in question are result of migration globally. This is different for the players though as they’re second/third generation migrants which means they’re of British ethnicity but targeted because of their skill colour. 

There have been theories in the past to believe that certain races and ethnic minorities were more likely to commit crime. This was believed by a criminologist Cesare Lombroso in the 19th century who believed, you are born a criminal and not natured into one (Lombroso, 2019). This has since been disproved but this highlights the mindset and beliefs of the so called highly respected criminologists of their time and how their research was creating more negative opinions about race. 

(Hernstein, 1998) discusses constitutional factors which apply to the criminological and sociological theories surrounding race. Hernstein believes that there is an overrepresentation of blacks in crime. This is because they are oppressed in society therefore less chances and support leading to a life of crime. 

There has always been racism in football, and this would come in all forms such as “Letters, chants from the crowd, banana throwing and monkey chanting.” (P.1) (Jon Garland, 2001). These were words taken from several players who played professionally.

(FootballTaskforce, 1998) was a report and deal created by the British government to help tackle the racism in football. In this report there was 30 recommendations which were supposed to help in the fight against racism. These anti-racism programme have been profound and have seen improvements since implemented (Jon Garland, 2001). These recommendations were before social media therefore only focused on what implications one would have if they were caught using hate speech or committing a crime. 

When social media took over there was then a different dynamic of hate speech, people could then be racist with no real consequences. False accounts could allow people to use their freedom of speech and the worst that could happen is that the account they posted the material from would be blocked. This would mean they would delete the account and create a new one without any criminal proceedings (Jack Glaser, 2002). 

The racial Hate Crime statistics recorded by the Police annually show that since the year of 2015, there has been a 54% increase in racial hate crime 71,264 to 109,843. This shows that there is need to address the situation (GovernmentWebsite, 2021). Majority of these offences are public order offences which mean that there was intent to threat but no physical harm was caused. 

Less than 10% of all hate crimes are violent offences. This is the reason there is so little awareness about what warrants arrests amongst the public by creating more awareness about hate crime, the police can then be aware of more offences and potential punish those who are breaking the law (Robert J. Boeckmann, 2002). 

In a survey conducted by the Crime Survey for England and Wales on 52% of the victims believe they were treated fairly by the police (Corcoran H, 2015). This low percentage shows how respected the police are when a victim comes forward. 

It is also stated in the Crime Survey for England and Wales report that most hate crime victims are usually ‘repeat victims’ and four times more likely to suffer from psychological effects from the crime. These statistics show why the public have lost faith in the police and the governing body as they can’t seem to get away from the abuse they are receiving. 

In the aftermath of the Euro 2020 penalty shootout, the pressure was on. The England Manger stated that the racial remarks and hate his players were receiving would be ‘unforgivable’ and this should be taken with the up most seriousness. There were over 600 comments made towards the three men and only 207 of them to be criminal (BBC-Website, 2021). This highlights the difficult it is to pin representation of crime on a hate crime offender.

All offenders would be charged under the Communications Act which states any type of racially aggravated messages will be sentenced with a fine and potentially charged with a suspended sentence.

There were 11 arrests made from the comments made on social media after the shootout out of the 34 accounts which were based in the United Kingdom. The chief constable on the National Police Chiefs Councils also speaks about those hiding behind social media. 124 social media accounts were identified to come from overseas meaning that there were also people impersonating English fans and just hating in general (SkyNews, 2021).

Evaluating the crime statistics in the UK. There have been no obvious spikes in racial hate crime from the events which happened in the aftermath of the Euro 2020 competition. (GovernmentWebsite, 2021). Footballers in the seasons prior from Covid-19 have taken a knee before kick-off representing Black Lives Matter (BLM) this has also created good and bad awareness towards racism in the game as some players would be labelled racist if they don’t take a knee (Hylton, 2020).
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