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Having just finished A levels and coming straight to university without any experience in the construction industry was a little difficult for a Quantity Surveying course. I feel like I constantly need to be researching new topics at home to get a better understanding ready for the next lecture. However, over the last few months at university I have learned an awful lot about construction and the role of a QS. Also, having others within my class that have experience has enabled me to learn from them and their experience, whether that be good or bad.
I now know how to complete a substructure take-off from my work within my measurements lectures and recently completed my first take-off assessment in office conditions which I felt went quite well. I now need to learn the New Rules of Measurements codes to help me complete take-offs more sufficiently. I have also been looking at the different survey types and the equipment a QS will use during lectures with Gavin. This is preparing me for when I’ll need to be carrying out my own surveys on site as a QS. Furthermore, I have broadened my knowledge on materials and the use of steel, concrete and timber within construction. I have enjoyed looking at different building around the world for my assignment and how they have been designed and constructed. In my day-to-day life I now find myself appreciating the buildings around me and their designs which I tended to overlook before. In my fundamentals of construction lectures, I have learnt about soil investigation and the different types of foundations available for different substrata. I was previously unaware of the different types of foundations that were available and believe this will significantly help me within my future work. 
In the summer before I started university, I attended work experience with my father who is a Senior QS at Persimmon. This helped me get a little practical experience of what the job would be like. I helped him compete take-offs and measure the roads and pavements within his site using BIM software. We also attended his monthly checks of his sites around South Wales and I got to see how he checks each of the houses on site, what information and photographs needed to be collected and what questions he would ask the site managers during their meetings. I have gone on a few more site visits with him recently and now have a better understating each time I go to site from my experience at university. Although, I am learning a lot of information within university I hope to get an apprenticeship or a trainee position within the next year so I can put my knowledge to practical use and learn while in the career, as I feel like this is a disadvantage for me and would help me greatly. Furthermore, I hope to learn more about the BIM software while at university as I am confident in carrying out take-offs on paper but would like to get accustomed to doing them digitally, like most construction companies now do. 
Although, I have come to university straight from college the assignments were still a little different. I was aware of Harvard referencing while at college, however, did not use it during my time there. Therefore, I found this a little difficult to get to grasp with at first and was a bit unsure of how to lay it out. However, after doing a few assignments over Christmas break I feel like I have improved greatly and would now feel comfortable using it. I am also not used to the amount of research that is required with university assignments as most of the essays done in college use internet resources. Therefore, I feel like I need to improve my time management a little better and allow myself more time to research around the topic for my assignments. This would enable me to read more books or articles and gather more credible knowledge to include within my work. 
I enjoyed doing a site investigation case study on the Swansea bay area and having a look at the history of the site and what used to lay there. However, some of the information was quite difficult to obtain which did make some parts of the work quite hard. Furthermore, I did quite enjoy my assignment for materials and was interested in finding out more about the Ingalls building which was the first concrete reinforced skyscraper and the Leadenhall building which was the first prefabricated skyscraper. It was interesting to see how they split up each part of the building and delivered it on a tight schedule with the right amount of parts to prevent any waste. However, I found my digital surveying essay quite difficult to carry out as I was having trouble trying to stick to 2,000 words as there was so much history about Quantity Surveying for each time period to include. Therefore, I think I need to work on being concise within my writing and sticking to the point. However, I do feel that my presentation and organisational skills within my assignments have been of a very good standard. 
I hope to continue progressing while at university and learning more new things every day. Hopefully I will then be able to pair this knowledge with some more work experience to give me an overall better understanding of the role of a QS and what my future job will entail.  
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