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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


Whilst I am currently working as a social worker in Childrens Services part of my role is to build relationships with the parents of the children I am working with. During my time working with the parents, it is imperative that I also have some knowledge and understanding around adult safeguarding and what process I should follow if I am concerned an adult is at risk of harm. Having the knowledge and understanding of adult safeguarding legislation ensure’ s that I am aware how to support the parents that I am working with and make referrals if required. Outlined within the Social Services Wellbeing Act (SSWBA) (2014) part of my duty as a social worker is to safeguard all individuals that may be at risk of harm. 

An adult at risk is defined in Part 7 of the Social Services and Wellbeing Act (2014); which states that and adult at risk is an individual over the age of 18 years, who is at risk of abuse or neglect. The act further states the individual may be at risk if they have a care and support need, which if the need is not met it could place them at risk of abuse or neglect.  Within the Local Authority that I work there is a process in place in order to safeguard any vulnerable adults. If a social worker or any individual were to be concerned that an adult was at risk of harm a referral should be made to adult services Single Point of Access (SPOA).  
SPOA will then read the referral and input the information onto the online system before sending the information to the Adults Safeguarding Team. Under Part 7 Section 126 of the Social Services Well Being Act (2014) the Local Authority have a duty to establish what enquiries need are necessary in order to determine whether an adult at risk of abuse or neglect. As part of these enquires social services have the lead role and should criminal activity be suspected police should be notified as a criminal investigation may also be required. These enquires should be person centred, ensuring that the individuals views and wishes are taken into account and that the adult is offered an advocate. Consideration should also be given to the Mental Capacity Act, (2005) which states that it should be assumed an individual has capacity unless proven otherwise. 

The consent of the adult is therefore an important factor when deciding what course of action to take in response to a concern or allegation surrounding an adult being at risk. The Local Authority should take into consideration an individual’s wishes and feelings and this will support the Local Authority to  identify any care and support needs. The enquires should assist the Local Authority’s decision making process surrounding whether any actions need to be taken. (legislation.Gov,2025). Upon concluding the enquiry, if it has been established that the adult is at risk and they then consent to a care and support plan this should be implemented and recorded. If an adult has not consented to a care and support plan the findings should be recorded so they are easily accessible in the future (Wales safeguarding procedures, 2025).
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Part 7 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA, 2014) focuses on safeguarding. It is one piece of legislation that addresses wellbeing for both children and adults. Whilst it is accepted that there are some similarities when safeguarding children and protecting adults at risk of harm, one of the main differences is the area of consent and capacity, due to this there is different legislation in place in order to ensure a child is safeguarded. 

A child can be removed from their parents care immediately should they be deemed to be in a risky situation and at significant risk of harm. This can be done by police under the auspices of a Police Protection Order which is in place for a period of 72 hours. If the risk of harm to the child remains significant the Local Authority could make an application to the courts for an Emergency Protection Order, which, the courts could grant for a maximum of 15 days. It would be expected that after this period of time the Local Authority should have made a decision regarding whether to apply to the courts for an Interim Care Order or place the children back into their parents’ care and manage the risk. 

The decision to intervene and take such steps in order to protect the child can be made against the parents and the child’s wishes and feelings in order to keep them safe. These rigid measures cannot be taken within adult’s services as adults are able to consent to their own decisions and make choices which could place them at risk of harm. Should and adult decide to not access the identified support their decision would be accepted as Social Services Wellbeing Act (2014) promotes the right for individuals to have choice and control. However should a person’s capacity be questioned a Mental Capacity Assessment would occur under the Mental Capacity Act (2005) and if they are deemed to not have the capacity to keep themselves safe or they may pose a risk to others then more stringent measures would be implemented which could mean that the adult loses their choice regarding making their own decisions (Koubel,2016).  
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