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Commentary on an extract titled ‘Chapter 10: Rollo sees the town of Rouen and determines to settle there in fulfilment of his dream-vision’, from Dudo’s Gesta Normannorum

	This extract is a small piece of Dudo’s Gesta Normannorum. Dudo of St. Quentin was a Norman Historian, a person we know little about. What we do know is that he wrote Gesta Normannorum, the first proper history of the Normans. He began writing it in the late tenth century at the behest of Duke Richard I, completing it much later during the reign of Richard II.[footnoteRef:1] He was commissioned to write it because the Duke Richard I wanted a physical copy of Norman history. It was almost a type of guarantee that if the Normans were to ever disappear, those who discover or read the book would come to understand how great the Normans were. [1:  E.A. Winkler, review of Dudo of Saint-Quentin’s Historia Normannorum: Tradition,
Innovation and Memory, by Benjamin Pohl, Medium Aevum, vol. 87, 1 (2018), pp. 166] 

	As stated, this is a history of the Normans written early on in their existence. The extract selected is about Rollo and how he came to settle in France. The title of the extract answers the question of why Rollo and the Normans decided to settle in Normandy; “Chapter 10: Rollo sees the town of Rouen and determines to settle there in fulfilment of his dream vision.”[footnoteRef:2] The fact that Rollo supposedly had a “vision” is a very Christian idea and highlights the religious and biblical elements that are prevalent in the extract.  The whole extract is based around the vision and how it impacted Rollo, the Normans and their settlement in Normandy. The end of the extract sees Rollo gazing out over Rouen and remembering his vision.[footnoteRef:3] It implies that Rollo would become a much loved and respected leader if were to embrace Christianity and rebuild the churches and other religious establishments in Rouen that has fallen into disrepair. The apostrophe at the end of the extract is where Dudo writes a poem praising Rollo. It talks about how the Church cleansed Rollo of his barbaric pagan leprosy and made him civilised. Rollo, now that he is a God-fearing man, will wipe ungodliness from Normandy and turn it into a strong kingdom.[footnoteRef:4] [2:  Dudo of St. Quentin, Chapter 10: Rollo sees the town of Rouen and determines to settle there in fulfilment of his dream vision, p. 1.]  [3:  Dudo of St. Quentin, Chapter 10: Rollo sees the town of Rouen and determines to settle there in fulfilment of his dream vision, p. 2.]  [4:  Dudo of St. Quentin, Chapter 10: Rollo sees the town of Rouen and determines to settle there in fulfilment of his dream vision, p. 2.] 

Throughout the extract is the metaphor of the wolf. Wolves from a mythological standpoint are strong, fierce, cunning and smart.[footnoteRef:5] In two different points in the extract, Rollo is likened to a wolf. The most obvious reference to the wolf is in the last line of the apostrophe, “rather, let the fierce wolf graze at the same time in the sheep’s field” and thus states that Rollo should use any advantage to the fullest extent, even if the people do not know what he is doing.[footnoteRef:6] This instance of the use of the wolf metaphor refers to the people of Normandy being abandoned by the King of France. They were basically given as a gift to the Normans to do what they want with Normandy and its people. The other mention of the wolf metaphor is earlier in the apostrophe, “it will be built at a future time, once the realm has been calmed by peace, Once the Franks have been devoured by war, and the populace broken,” where the wolf reference comes from the word devoured.[footnoteRef:7] What it ultimately says is that peace will only come to Normandy once Rollo was waged and won war against France, after he completely changed the structure of Normandy from what it was pre-Norman settlement. This part of the extract gives us a subtext that is very anti-French. What that says about the Normans, I am unsure. The fact that Rollo is referred to as a fierce wolf gives truth to the Norman myth that Normans are these fierce, strong and scary warriors. [5:  Dan Puplett, ‘Wolf’, Trees for Life, [online], Available from https://treesforlife.org.uk/forest/mythology-folklore/wolf/, accessed on 01 November 2018.]  [6:  Dudo of St. Quentin, Chapter 10: Rollo sees the town of Rouen and determines to settle there in fulfilment of his dream vision, 2.]  [7:  Dudo of St. Quentin, Chapter 10: Rollo sees the town of Rouen and determines to settle there in fulfilment of his dream vision, p. 2.] 

Giving the extract a glance through, there are issues that pop up. The date at the beginning of the extract is quite suspect. The Middle Ages were not a time of accurate time and date keeping, so the specific year at the beginning needs to be taken somewhat loosely. Another issue is why a physical book was made. The Norman culture and history was predominately orally based. A book did not fit in with that and would have been very expensive to make. The only explanation I can think of is that Dukes Richard I and Richard II wanted the book for more than its history. They wanted it as a status symbol and to use to show off to other rulers they came across. As a young kingdom, it would be very strange to have a book made just for them. The book is perhaps a way for them to brag about all the achievements that they have accomplished in such a short time, that they have done so much that it fills a book.
The Normans practised the ideas of adaptability and assimilation. An example of this is the beginning of the extract. The extract begins with Rollo sailing up the Seine River looking for a place to settle. He reaches a wonderful place but after seeing the Church already established there and feeling the holiness that permeated from it, decided to settle down the river from it.[footnoteRef:8] This is an example of the Normans assimilated into the areas they settled in, by respecting some of the practices of the area. From the apostrophe element of the extract we can understand why the Normans spent time rebuilding churches in their other adventures around the world.  [8:  Dudo of St. Quentin, Chapter 10: Rollo sees the town of Rouen and determines to settle there in fulfilment of his dream vision, p. 1.] 

There are disagreements among scholars about whether or not Dudo is a good source of knowledge about Rollo. One of the contested issues stems from the scene of the extract where Rollo places a virgin sacrifice before the alter in the chapel of Saint Vedast. A brief analysis of it tells us that the Normans were respectful of the significance of an alter in Christianity, but not so far from their roots as Pagans that they would not not bring a sacrifice.[footnoteRef:9] The issue had by Sir Henry Howorth and many historians is whether or not this actually happened, whether Dudo wrote fact or fiction.[footnoteRef:10] When referring to the date, it is referred to as the year “from the lord’s incarnation.”[footnoteRef:11]  This gives credence to the idea that the Normans were trying to seem more Christian than they actually were. This was most likely done to curry better favour with the French King and his court. [9:  Dudo of St. Quentin, Chapter 10: Rollo sees the town of Rouen and determines to settle there in fulfilment of his dream vision, p. 1.]  [10:  D.C. Douglas, Rollo of Normandy. The English Historical Review, vol. 57, 228 (Oct. 1942), 417-436, p. 417.]  [11:  Dudo of St. Quentin, Chapter 10: Rollo sees the town of Rouen and determines to settle there in fulfilment of his dream vision, p. 1.] 

The theme of a connection between the Normans and God/Christianity, as found throughout this extract, can also be seen in many other Norman works. In Sicily, the Montreale Cathedral and the Santa Maria dell'Ammiraglio (La Martorana) contain examples of such a connection. The Montreale Cathedral contains mosaics about the relationship between William II of Sicily and the Virgin Mary, acting on behalf of God himself.[footnoteRef:12] The Santa Maria dell'Ammiraglio (La Martorana) contains the mosaic of King Roger II of Sicily being crowned by Christ.[footnoteRef:13] Besides the fact that the Norman connection to Christ was found in all areas of Norman influence, this mosaic is quite peculiar. Kings are normally crowned by the Pope and only emperors are crowned by God. Through this mosaic, the Normans are saying they have a very deep connection with God and are more akin to emperors than to mere Kings. [12:  R.H.C. Davis, The Normans and their Myth, (London: Thames and Hudson, 1976), p. 81.]  [13:  R.H.C. Davis, The Normans and their Myth, (London: Thames and Hudson, 1976), p. 73.] 

	Religion, mythology and adaptability are all key things found in this extract from Dudo of St. Quentin’s Gesta Normannorum. Rollo is shown as being influenced by religion in his actions that later influenced the generations of Normans to come. He gets referred to as the wolf from mythology, a fierce and cunning leader who will lead his people to happiness and prosperity. The extract as a whole gives credence to the Norman myth, how the Normans were fierce and wild yet civilised folk. 
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