Professional Skills and Health and Safety in Construction
Professional skills - Why you have chosen construction?

The construction industry is all around us, pretty much anywhere you look you would be able to see something that is man made. These can vary from small huts in the mountains to huge sky scrapers in the middle east. The variety in building and projects is around the world extraordinary and very appealing to me as I am a very curious person who finds a lot of interest in architecture.
Some of my favourite architecture would include Sydney Opera House, Sydney,  Sagrada Familia, Barcelona, Petronas Towers, Kuala Lumpur
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One of the other main reasons I chose construction as a sector to work in was my family. Before my grandfather passed away he worked all over the world, on some of the most impressive buildings I have ever seen. My father has also worked in construction since he left school and between the both of them they have around 65 years of experience in the industry. My plan is to carry on as my grandfather and father did and to pursue working in this sector and being able to contribute to the local community by providing buildings for them.

Another reason would be the financial side, according to a source online (The construction industry: statistics and policy - House of Commons Library (parliament.uk)) the construction industry contributed £117 billion to the UK’s economy in 2018 which was the equivalent to 6%. On top of that, the construction industry has also increased the GVA (Gross value added) by £37.63 billion in 2023.
According to the same online source the construction industry is also responsible for 6.6% which relates to around 2.4 million jobs in the UK as of Q2 in 2019.
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Quantity Surveyor would be my preferred job if I was to make it in the construction industry. This job would be considered a good paying job in the local area averaging around £45,000 a year. This is a big motivation for me as I am going down the apprenticeship route and therefore accumulating no debt. The construction industry is filled with plenty of jobs that offer great money and I saw the industry as a very enticing opportunity to make sure I had a reliable job for the future and that I would be able to earn plenty of money on the way. This job would offer me a chance to work in construction and also the financial side of it which is also an interest of mine. My second option would be a civil engineer, this job is similar to a quantity surveying role but from the slab level and down. This role offers around £47,000 a year. These two options require a lot of calculations and a lot of brain work, this is exactly the type of work that I enjoy as it is always different and I personally enjoy doing different types of tasks every time.

In addition, I believe one of the best things about construction is how much it has changed and how it continues to change with the times. For example some of the buildings around the world that are seen as some of the best / most impressive creations in the world but were built thousands of years ago. An example of this would be the Pyramids of Giza. This particular is example is even more extraordinary because scientists, architects believe that if the stone at the bottom of the pyramid was mis places by even an inch, the building would have structural integrity and it would not work.
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As mentioned the construction industry is also continuing to change and develop. I personally am I believer that we need to change our habits when it comes to pollution and the carbon footprint etc. (6 Strategies for Reducing Carbon Footprint in Construction - BUILD Magazine (build-review.com)). This article shows several ways that construction industry is trying to make a change environmentally in order to help the planet. Strategy 1 is using renewable energy. This would include using technology such as geothermal heating systems and solar panels. Strategy 2 is efficient design, this would include minimizing the amount of energy required to heat, cool, and light a building. To do this correctly they would have to consider natural light and ventilation. Strategy 3 is using sustainable building and finishing materials. Bamboo is a great example of this, recycled and more local materials produce a much smaller carbon footprint. Strategy 4 is energy efficient HVAC system. By using these systems to their full potential you could reduce the carbon footprint of a building dramatically. Strategy 5 is water conservation, this would include rainwater harvesting techniques. And lastly strategy 6 is sustainable site management this would include techniques such as recycling and composting in order to reduce waste.

To conclude, the reasons I have chosen construction as a sector work in is because I would like to continue doing what my dad and his dad did before me. I also have chosen it because construction is a very long-term sector and will always be needed. I personally believe that the construction sector has made the world a better place through building some of the most impressive architecture. I also believe that the sector is thriving and the money I could earn by continuing in the sector could be very beneficial. The construction sector Is also ensuring that it is not having a negative impact on the planet.









	

image4.png
Economic ouput (Gross Value Added), construction and whole economy

Whole
120 ecanarry
n

1w

Construction

o iriay

&

m

200/ B 28 200 2w WP 3 N 0L MG KN/ JME KNS




image5.png
Self employed jobs as a % of all jobs

wit





image6.jpeg




image1.jpeg
|n %‘ ‘
I|‘llll 4
mw




image2.png




image3.jpeg




