Internet use by Children; Need for Protection/Regulation?

1. What is the problem?
Some might argue there is no problem. Children can look after themselves (perhaps they are more IT literate than adults). However most systems of ethics and cultures believe that children can not be fully responsible as they are developing intelligence and the ability to look after themselves. Interestingly the age of consent could be different for different activities or different cultures. Some psychologists believe that by the age of 9 children in the west can differentiate adverts and know that they are being sold something. By 16 they are as competent as adults. This might not be true for developing world nations where exposure to advertising is less intense and/or sophisticated. It might mean a differentiated solution/ suggestions from you, depending what and where you are selling your goods or services.
Typical areas we feel children need protection from:

Porn -



BUT What about?

                                         x Personal choice

Games -


x Protect people from themselves

Chat Games –                  SHOULD WE CENSOR?

Violence-                         DOES IT WORK?
Who is the moral “Agent” – Narrow (the child)….Wider (parents, society). This could be important to defining the problem and solutions.


Design of web site “entice” “entrap” Give evidence. Put a web site in the appendix, analyse it in the text.

“Children” – different cultures regard and respect children in different ways. The West invented the teenager in the 1950s. Which category do they come under?



      - different activities become legal at different ages in different countries. How can business cope with this?….


Targeting –fair practice or is it manipulative

“Eyes of the viewer…interpretation”. Different interpretations may be valid. You need to rehearse the arguments on both sides, with as much evidence as possible.

“If I don’t sell it someone else will”. Is this  legitimate defence since the outcome (consequentialism) will be the same?
2. Sources of information?

We discussed various sources. You may use them all but be aware of the different status in terms of objectivity, reliability of them. Few resources are unbiased.

Academic….


Professional


Media



Point of view


Pressure Groups

Codes of Ethics


Government….

3. Examples of good and bad practice?
These were discussed
4. How do you decide the answer to question 3?

Narrow CSR (Friedman). Is it ‘Legal’ ? But whose law?


Ethics is wider than the law….according to Freeman

Deontological v Teleological

Motives v Consequences

5. What issues are general or Internet specific?

Internet new morality? Or Use the old morality and give it a new application?

See the Lessig  v  Bowie debate on Piracy but this could be duplicated for any topic area. Please borrow debates from other areas to strengthen your case.

Moral Relativism-changing morality over time or cultures to suit new needs. Condemned by those who have strong faith who believe in strict immutable certainties
6. What are the solutions?
Change the Law, Code, Training, Education , Culture (society and/or companies)

Stahl (2000) - “talk” is needed between the parties to provide understanding so that solutions might be negotiated
Or pessimistically is the Internet


‘Uncontrollable’ so we are going to have to live with the disadvantages (perhaps compensated by all the good things the Internet gives us).
In your group decide on your answers to these questions.
