Choose a group/individual within Society and Education being at risk of exclusion. Use the literature and theory to critically analyse whether policy translates into good/best practise in education. 2500 words.
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This Essay will look at a selected individual who is at risk of exclusion from primary school. The essay will explore different theories that look in to social inclusion and analyse the impact of inclusion on educational provision and practice within Wales and compare them with the other nations of the UK. Social exclusion can happen to anyone. But certain groups, such as young people in care, those growing up in low income households or with family conflict, those who do not attend school, and people from some minority ethnic communities are disproportionately at risk of social exclusion. The current definition of  Social inclusion provided by Collings English dictionary (2018) states that social inclusion is the act of making all groups of people within a society feel valued and important. This means that all individuals and groups in society have the access to health care, employment and education. There could be a disagreement on the definition of social inclusion as it can be debated on the definition and what is actually in place for some people. Luckily the selected child has many factors in place for to help prevent social exclusion. Social exclusion can have a huge impact on future life, the Social Education Unit, (2001) has looked in to the cost of social exclusion hand have said that there is a huge cost for the individuals that have faced social exclusion. They stated that underachieving educational potential, finical loss, poor access to services, stress, health and lack of hope were the highest negative factors of social exclusion.
This essay is looking into the issues that Child A has faced whilst being in school. This essay provides information about child A when he is in year one. The writer has been a part of this child’s educational path since he joined the nursery class three years ago. For child A, he hasn’t had the best start in life with behavioural issues that have affected by his family and have tied into issues that he currently has within the school. Child A has already had reduced hours of education from his behavioural issues and has even had authorised days of from school due to his behaviour and is in risk of permeant exclusion from the school.
The Welsh Government (2017) provides us with recent information that in 2015/16 there were 0.2 permanent exclusions, 30.9 fixed-term exclusions of 5 days or fewer and 1.4 fixed-term exclusions over 5 days per 1,000 pupils in maintained schools and pupil referral units. These rates of permanent exclusions have stayed the same since 2011/12. But the rates of fixed-term exclusions fell between 2011/12 and 2013/14 but increased in 2014/15 and 2015/16. Most of these children were excluded from secondary schools with over 4 times the amount of primary school children with fixed term exclusions. Looking in to the Permanent exclusions from maintained schools in Wales, it shows us that in 2015/2016, Swansea was the third highest county with permanent exclusions within the south west and mid wales region but, was only 6ths highest in Wales. Statistics for Wales. (2017). 
Unfortunately for child A this has been a re accruing issue with every year he has been in school. This academic year has been different for child A as he is currently being assessed for ADHD. He has had a variety of outside agencies come in to assess his behaviour and try and help him manage his issues within the school setting. Hopefully this will have an impact on child A’s Behaviour and reduce the chances of possible exclusion from school. If a child is at risk of exclusion from a history of poor behaviour they should receive support from within the school or in partnership with other agencies, to reduce the risk of exclusion (Hantsweb, 2018).
According to Education support partnership (2018) The parents should be able to work in partnership with the school and the parents of the child should want to know how the school will support the child to help prevent an exclusion and improve the child’s behaviour. They should also evaluate what else the child’s family is able to do in supporting the child at home and in school to achieve better outcomes and highlight some issues that they might not be able to do. A possible situation of this could be when schools suggest some out of school activities for the children. these could stimulate new friendships outside of school and possibly provide the child with a different social network. With that being said, for child A’s parents this might not be possible as she is a single parent and might not be able to fund these activities. Another link is school trips. Many single parents struggle to find the funding for their children to take part and consequently the children from poorer backgrounds would miss out (UNESCO, 2017).  
Ruth Levitas (2005) states that Social exclusion is embedded in three different discourses. A redistributionist discourse (RED), a moral underclass discourse (MUD) and a social integrationist discourse (SID). These three perspectives differ in how they characterise the boundaries of inclusion. (Levitas,2005:7). A redistributionist discourse main concern is to do with poverty and draws upon the analysis of Townsend who argued that when income and resources fall below a certain level people are excluded from the normal activities of their society. The main concern from a moral underclass discourse is with the moral and behavioural delinquency of the excluded. The underclass is culturally distinct from the mainstream and is associated with idle, criminal young men and single mother’s dependent on welfare. Social integrationist discourse main issue was concern is with inclusion through paid work. It focuses on unemployment and economic inactivity and social integration is pursued through inclusion in paid work. It ignores unpaid work (largely done by women). 
For child A’s school background, he could possibly fall into all three of Townsends (2003) analysis. For example, as child A struggles with his behaviour in class he is often removed to when he feels angry and gets to go outside and play with the outside equipment as a treat. This can be described as unfair as other children who finish their work would often not get the same treatment as child A and would not be rewarded for his good work. This could be seen as a negative exercise as it could be seen as child A is actually being excluded from doing work because of his behaviour. And shows him that if he hurts someone or have negative behaviour in class he does not have to do the work set by the teacher. This would be seen as a negative strategy for both school and child as there is separate rules for children who hurt people and get rewarded for it.
Child A has also experienced the MUD analysis when he got banned from breakfast club. This could be described as the school and breakfast club trying to teach him a lesson by not allowing him to attend the breakfast club and possibly not provide the child with a breakfast from the school. This could have an effect on child A’s behaviour as he could be hurting other children because he hasn’t had a sustainable breakfast or possibly might not have eaten the night before so could possibly be lashing out because of hunger instead of anger. This could also be highlighted as a bad technique by the school as the school is actually stopping the child from a healthy breakfast that his mother might not be able to provide each morning.
Gordon, (2007) concludes this by stating “If RED is about no money, MUD about no morals, and SID about no work, political debate in the UK has shifted inconsistently between RED and SID and MUD.”
In child A’s school there currently is a school policy (School X, 2014) on the steps that need to be taken before the child gets permanently excluded from school. Every member of staff has been informed on the steps and has a copy of how situations need to be handled before the child is considered to be excluded.
Looking in to child A’s past experiences in school he has many issues that are interlinked with home/ school life. When child A started in nursery he came in with the intention of going to breakfast club followed by a full day in nursery and the full session of after school club afterwards. Within the first week of being at school child A was not able to take part in the breakfast club or afterschool club as he would often run away from the club workers and lash out to other children. he was then limited to 2 hours of school time as he was lashing out at teaching staff and children in the nursery. He would often hit and punch children when he wasn’t getting his own way, and, on many occasions, he would turn the classroom upside down by throwing chairs at staff members and pulling down classroom displays. For child A these issues were recurring each new year the child started. He would start the new academic year on full hours and by the winter term he would usually be down to morning sessions only. Child A is currently going in to year 2 with the pervious teacher he had last year and hopefully he will be able to keep then full-time educational hours. 
Child A shows signs of the risk of exclusion by already having had hours reduced in previous classes. He hasn’t got a friendship circle as he often lashes out at the children who try and close to him. This is a sign of social exclusion within school as he is more likely to be picked last for lessons when working in a pair. These issues are daily for child A and could possibly have a knock-on effect to why his behaviour is so unreasonable. For Child As home life he hasn’t had a privileged background compared to his class peers. Child A has two older siblings, both with different fathers. Child A s mother have recently started a new relationship and has moved her partner in to Child As family home. This was very unsettling and very noticeable in child A’s upbringing as staff immediately knew something was different as child A’s behaviour was at its worst. He would often talk about XXX and why he hated him being there as he couldn’t play his games or do what he wanted anymore. These issues at home were explored when the head teacher called a meeting with both parents of child A. Child A’s mother informed the school that the said father had moved out and the new partner moved in within two weeks of each other. She went on to say that Child A’s behaviour had gotten worse as he had smashed many of the household’s TVs in temper. She has struggled with bringing up three children, all with different fathers and has had no help with either of them. She works full time for the government and has some financial support. (Free School Meals). This shows a link to Levitas.R (2005) RED analysis or financial support and SID as she shows willing being a full-time working mum. Other parents from school have often excluded her from social “mum meetings” and have placed her in the typical CHAV mother group (Council House And Violence). this takes her to the MUD stage of Levitias,R (2005) theory showing she comes from the poorer background and fits in to the single mother image. This is extremely unfair as behind the status she is actually working harder than some of the parents of the school.  According to Darton et al, (2003) a broad-based strategy for tackling poverty needs to be underpinned by certain principles. These principles would currently shape government policy. They are that poorer households and communities receive an adequate basic income, so parents can afford to send their children on school trips and not have the fear of their child missing out, access to necessary resources such as housing and care; and that there is no discrimination against each other.
 School A has been able to provide numerous strategies to help child A behaviour and help support his mother with the support she needs. So far school A has got Child A to be seen by a behavioural specialist to see if there are any Additional needs underlying his behaviour. The school has requested the help from a behavioural expert who comes to see child A every Monday morning where he gets to pick a friend and play games to help him understand the rights and wrongs of good behaviour. Recently at the end of this year, Child A took part in some outside agency behavioural classes where the agency would come in to school for the morning with child A’s mother and play lots of games to try and connect a good bond with mother and son. This has proven vital for school as it witnessed the bond between mother and child and has found that this no actual bond between them. The agency workers have informed child A’s teacher that the reason why child A behaves the way he does is because there is no attachment between mother and son. They have said mother is completely lost with child A and doesn’t know how to react with her son. She would be playing games but would have no interaction with her son and would often not know what to say to child A. when they went to the first session child A was anxious and went to hold his mothers had but there was no connection from his mother. This could play a vital role in why child A doesn’t have a good friendship circle as he might night even feel a connection with his own mother.

In conclusion to this essays question on looking at an individual within Society and Education that is at risk of exclusion, this essay has highlighted the literature and theory on how exclusion can be avoided and how it can be prevented in the education setting. It has looked in to the positives and negatives on what a selected school and how it can be prevented. The writer’s opinion feels that the school that has been selected has worked well on helping the individual prevent exclusion by contacting outside agencies to come and help the child with his behavioural issues. The school have provided numerous opportunities for the child’s family to accept help to prevent Child A from being excluded and have also provided help and useful strategies for the child’s mother. The Essay shows an example of Levitas,R (2005) theory that the child’s mother fits in to the three discourses of social exclusion and how she fits in to all three stages- RED, MUD and SID which could have a valid impact on the child being socially an physically excluded. To conclude the writer feels that there is ample support on offer for child A to avoid the risk of exclusion.
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