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Title: From Neglected Children to Young Offenders





Research Background

According to World Health Organisation (WHO), child maltreatment refers to them any sort of discriminatory, unethical, abusive and neglecting behaviour or occurrence that occurs to children ageing beneath 18 years old. The age limit for the children is 18 years of age, below which every individual is counted as children. The ways of treating and dealing with the children as well as taking care of them are not the same at all the places of society and at different places children are treated differently (Munro and Musholt, 2014). Experience of abusive acts or maltreatment of a young individual or anybody who is an adult is not a very uncommon phenomenon in many societies. The maltreatment of the children has long-term consequences over the entire life span of a person that impacts the physical and mental health and growth. Out of the challenging mental growth with the traumatic experience of the children, they often involve in such activities that are offending or unethical (Cauffman and Steinberg, 2018). In this regard it also has to be considered that, the maltreatment of the children does not need to be abusive or traumatic only, rather the irrational brought or taking care of the children can also result as same, turning them into young offenders.

[bookmark: Thematic_Review][bookmark: Introduction][bookmark: _Toc71325005]Introduction
The thematic review chapter contains the critical analysis of the published literature and research works on childhood maltreatment and adolescent offenders. The researcher had collected the resources from the published research works on the research topic and made a critical analysis of the collected resources. The statements and opinions of the researchers and scholars mainly had been the key resources for the thematic review.
[bookmark: Children_Neglection_and_Maltreatment][bookmark: _Toc71325006]Children Neglection and Maltreatment
As said by Robbie Rossman (2012), any sort of misbehaviour or misvalued treatment offending the children psychologically, mentally or physically is a form of childhood maltreatment. Goldson (2012) agreeing with Robbie Rossman (2012) said that children can be maltreated by many of the means regarding which both the psychic and physical offences are considered as strong maltreatment to the children. Berman (2013) could not agree with Goldson (2012) and said that children instead of getting physically or mentally abused or offended, can also be avoided or ignored by the parents or caregivers that can also be counted as the maltreatment or neglection to the children. Supporting Berman (2013), Shpiegel et al. (2013) said that, anybody under 18 counted as children needs a special guideline, care and support from the parents, family members or caregivers that helps the psychological or mental development of them. Children being neglected by the parents or family members have strong and long-term consequences on the children resulting in immature psychic growth of them. Munro and Musholt (2014) stated that child maltreatment causes long-term suffering for the children and families that often leads to the misleading values or growth of the children.
[bookmark: Factors_of_Child_Maltreatment][bookmark: _Toc71325007]Factors of Child Maltreatment
According to Levesque (2013), children can be neglected and maltreated in various ways and various places apart from the home and family only. Krase (2013) could not agree with Levesque (2013) and said that the primary form of the negligence of maltreatment starts from the home and family members of the children, though other forms are also the source for the maltreatment of them. Duerr Berrick (2015) said that family members of parents of the children can avoid the child growth or helping them to learn the values and morale which is essential for mental growth and development. Coleman (2016) agreeing with Duerr Berrick (2015) said that family members

avoiding their responsibilities to help children learning of morals and values is one of the most vigorous forms of child maltreatment. Dubowitz (2017) stated that, apart from moral education or other ethics learning only, children also go through a different traumatic experience or get harassed by others that are also concerning about child maltreatment.
[bookmark: Adolescent_Offenders][bookmark: _Toc71325008]Adolescent Offenders
According to Fagan and Piquero (2014), adolescent offenders are individuals ageing between 14 years to 17 years, nor adult nor child involved or engaged in any criminal or anti-law activities that offend the basic rights of others. Bailey (2015) said that individuals ageing below 18 but above 14 years committing any sort of criminal activities or convicted for the criminal offence are the young offenders. Young offenders are not categorised in the adult category of offences that makes them convicting under the panel codes and legislations for adolescents. Allerton et al. (2015) said that young individuals often go through different sort of situations that make them engaged in a criminal offence or unethical activities practising. Supporting Allerton et al. (2015), Johnson (2019) stated that the criminal offence committed by the youths are often supported by friends and neighbours, as well they also find the engagement interesting without even knowing the further consequences.
[bookmark: Impact_of_Children_Neglection_and_Maltre][bookmark: _Toc71325009]Impact of Children Neglection and Maltreatment
As stated by Goldson (2012), young offenders engage in criminal offences as consequences of the previous history and the ways that they were brought and grown-up by the families. Prisco (2015) could not agree with Goldson (2012) and said that the brought up and grown-up factors are not the only reason that youths engaging the offensive activities, rather sometimes they are influenced or forced. McCuish et al. (2016) disagreeing with Prisco (2015) said that youths find the offensive engagements worth out of their psychic response to their childhood. The way children are treated during their childhood period determines how individuals at their teen-ages would perceive things. Agreeing with McCuish et al. (2016), Cauffman and Steinberg (2018) said that the maltreatment of the children or abusive parenting is greatly challenging for the psychic development of the children leading living with traumatic childhood experience. Cauffman and Steinberg (2018) further said that experience of discriminatory or abusive behaviour toward the children results in them adopting different offensive activities worth

engaging they as well have not also been able to learn through the moral values and codes to understand the consequences of their engagements in the offensive actions.
[bookmark: Summary][bookmark: _Toc71325010]Summary
Children in their early childhood need well development or moral values and ethical codes that they would rely on for the entire life span. Maltreatment to their brought-up process by the family members or parents results in challenging mental and physical development of the children. Such discriminatory and abusive treatment to the children develops a traumatic phase of their life that takes long consequences starting from the early youths of them. At their very young age, they being barriers to their mental development, engage in different offensive activities out of their lack of understanding and interest that results in long-term consequences.

[bookmark: Research_Methodology][bookmark: _Toc71325011]Research Methodology
	Author and title
	Research Questions or research objectives
	Methods and sample
	

Evaluation and Article

	From neglected children to young offender
	Is there any link between child neglect or maltreatment to young offending?
	The researcher analyze and interpret the collected data using statistical tools and methods
	The researcher selected the sample that was published in the year 2012 to 2021 for collecting the most recent data,



[bookmark: Research_Philosophy][bookmark: _Toc71325012]Research Philosophy
The researcher had undertaken the study being a positivist, applying the positivism researching philosophy that had allowed the scientific analysis of the collected data for the study. Interpretivism was avoided by the researcher as it was the humanistic approach that needed the researcher to view or analyse through the factors of the variables by own perception (Welman et al., 2015). But this way of overseeing the analysis of the collected data could lead to a biased outcome. Scientific analysis through the positivism philosophy had helped the researcher to analyse and interpret the collected data using statistical tools and models.
[bookmark: Research_Approach][bookmark: _Toc71325013]Research Approach
The researcher had to conduct the study applying a deductive approach or inductive approach as a researching approach. The deductive approach was allowing the researcher to analyse through relating the inlying factors of the research variables and the inductive approach was leading through generalising the ideas by observation (Hughes and Sharrock, 2016). The researcher had applied the deductive approach to undertake the study as the aim of the study was to investigate the correlation between the variables. The deductive approach had facilitated the researcher to analyse through the correlating factors by downward reasoning to establish the correlation between childhood maltreatment and adolescent offenders.
[bookmark: Research_Type][bookmark: _Toc71325014]Research Type
The core research types were primary research and secondary research of which the researcher had to adopt anyone or mixed-method combining two of the research types. Primary research was conducted by collecting new data from the appropriate sample and secondary research works were conducted using the past and previous data through collecting those (R Panneerselvam, 2014). The researcher researching on the child maltreatment and adolescent offenders was difficult to access through the primary data which was time-consuming as well to collect the fresh data from an appropriate sample. For this study, the researcher had conducted secondary research by collecting the data from past research works on the same topic.

[bookmark: Research_Strategy][bookmark: _Toc71325015]Research Strategy
The researcher had undertaken the study by the quantitative method of researching that had helped the researcher to effectively analyse the collected data scientifically. The quantitative method needed the researcher to collect the numeric and statistic data that could be analysed using the statistical tools. The qualitative method needed the researcher to collect the non- numeric and opinion-based data that needed to analyse by personal perception and judgement (Bell and Waters, 2018). The qualitative method had high chances of collecting biased data as well the data analysis could also get intervened regarding which the researcher had conducted the study by quantitative method. The researcher for the secondary quantitative study had conducted an online desk researching strategy that availed to collect the past data from case studies and published sources.
[bookmark: Data_Collection_and_Sampling][bookmark: _Toc71325016]Data Collection and Sampling
The researcher had collected the secondary quantitative data for conducting the study effectively. To collect the secondary data the researcher had accessed the various authentic sources for collecting the journals, articles and statistical publications as the source of the data. As the researcher was conducting the secondary study, all the journals and publications on child maltreatment and young offenders were the size of the population of the study. The researcher by applying the convenience sampling technique had selected the sample size for collecting the intended secondary data. The researcher had selected the sample that was published in the year between 2012 to 2021 for collecting the most recent data. The collected quantitative data were statistically analysed by the researcher and presented them in different tabular and graphical form.
[bookmark: Ethical_Issues][bookmark: _Toc71325017]Ethical Issues
The researcher had strictly followed all the ethical codes of the research works along with the ethical codes set by the University. The researcher followed the formal procedure of data collection and informed the publisher or author of the papers about collecting the papers for academic purpose. The researcher did not alternate any sort of collected data to drive the research work in specific pre-set outcomes and validated all the data analysis outcomes accordingly.

[bookmark: Data_Findings,_Analysis_and_Discussion][bookmark: _Toc71325018]Data Findings, Analysis and Discussion
[bookmark: Data_Findings_and_Analysis][bookmark: _Toc71325019]Data Findings and Analysis


Comparison of maltreated children or youths-convicted and non-convicted Source (Cauffman and Steinberg, 2018)
Cauffman and Steinberg (2018) through the research work had set multiple types of maltreatments against the convicted and non-convicted to analyse through the key reasons resulting in youth getting convicted of a criminal offence. From the comparison of maltreatment of the children and conviction, it was found that physical abusive acts (51.32), emotional maltreatment (6.41) and negligence (116.53) had a higher rate of criminal offence convictions. Hence, Cauffman and Steinberg (2018) had found that adolescents who were sexually abused had a lower rate of convictions for criminal offences. A great portion of adolescents being convicted of criminal offence were the victims of multi-type maltreatment during their childhood

[bookmark: Discussion_on_Analysis][bookmark: _Toc71325020]Discussion on Analysis
As per said by Berman (2013), children maltreatment or abusive acts toward the children during in the earlier life have long-term consequences over the individuals that they need to go through throughout the life. Agreeing with Berman (2013), Munro and Musholt (2014) said that children in their early life need proper development and opportunity for positive mental growth for the healthier adulthood in the life. If the children are mistreated in their earlier life by the family members or from any other sources, it directly impacts the mental health development of the children. Bailey (2015) said that children with their inability to process the information or the actions that they are dealt with, find it extremely difficult to adapt themselves to the unusual acts toward them. Jane (2015) supporting Bailey (2015) stated that children are usually used to the positive and normal acts that they are treated with, and any sort of traumatic experience or maltreatment makes their thought process going through difficulties to process such acts. Coleman (2016) could not agree with Jane (2015) and said that children in most cases are unable to process the difference between positive and negative treatment until the time they can recognise the external influences. Coleman (2016) was opposed by DiCataldo and Everett (2017) saying that, as the children understand the positive affection toward them, they are also able to recognise the negative affections toward them that put them through a long run in the continuous repetition of the negative effects.
According to Robbie Rossman (2012), due to the abusive behaviour or negligence toward the children, the mental health development of the children is disturbed and as a result, a child develops altered psychology that mostly drives them to adopt the wrong influences. Berman (2013) said that the teenage activities and outcomes of the children are often decided by how they were treated in their early childhood and if they had the opportunity of stable mental health growth and development. If the stable growth of the mental health is disturbed in the children, they often act or adopt the things that are not expected genuinely from the children that had normal and stable mental health growth. Duerr Berrick (2015) in that regard said that the rate of criminal convictions for adolescents is higher for those who had difficulties during their mental health development in childhood because of abusive or another form of maltreatment. Dubowitz (2017) could not agree with Duerr Berrick (2015) and said that the increased rate of juvenile offenders is not only caused by challenging mental health development, rather by the influence of different internal and external environmental factors. Supporting Dubowitz (2017), Cauffman

and Steinberg (2018) said that children raised in a non-standard environment are often influenced by the surroundings and their fellow mates that results in them engaging in criminal offences. juvenile offenders are often influenced by seeing the others in the surrounding as well from the friends that they make around their living, and continuously this results in turning them into juvenile offenders. Johnso (2019) disagreeing with Cauffman and Steinberg (2018) said that the surrounding factors might influence the juvenile offenders, but these are also barriers to the mental health and psychological development that put the children in the long run. Without proper environmental support, children develop a different perspective of their livelihood that often makes them engaging in criminal offences at such early ages.
As said by Giovannoni (2015), the source of the maltreatment of the children often starts from the family and parenthood regarding which in most cases children development is overlooked by the parents. Supporting Giovannoni (2015), Butler and Seto (2016) said that parents being busy or avoiding their family responsibilities results in traumatic attention seeking disorder for the children and they seek attention from the outer sources and ends up engaging the criminal offence through the bad company. Coleman (2016) other ways said that children getting beaten by the parents and other family members, avoided and neglected without getting proper care and attention develops the challenging psychology among the children that indirectly influences them committing criminal offences. Riederer (2019) agreeing with Coleman (2016) said that children seek attention and validation for their mental health development and parents overlooking those factors are driving them toward juvenile offenders.

[bookmark: Conclusion_and_Recommendations][bookmark: _Toc71325021]Conclusion and Recommendations
[bookmark: Conclusion][bookmark: _Toc71325022]Conclusion
The research work was undertaken to investigate if there was any correlation between the children maltreatment and juvenile offenders regarding which the researcher had conducted secondary research. The researcher through reaching the end of the study had attained all the research objectives accordingly. Positivism philosophy was applied to conduct the study that had scientifically validated the data analysis outcomes. The deductive approach of researching had helped the researcher to analyse through the correlating factors of childhood maltreatment and young offenders.
The researcher had attained the first objective of the study by developing the thematic review chapter in which the researcher had critically analysed and interpreted the literature published on juvenile offenders and child maltreatment. The researcher had critically and argumentatively analysed the opinions of the scholars regarding their perception of child maltreatment and juvenile offenders. The critical analysis had helped the researcher to understand the theoretical background and both positive and negative aspects of child maltreatment and juvenile offenders.
The second objective of the study was achieved by the researcher by developing the data findings and analysis chapter of the paper. The researcher conducting a second study had collected the secondary data from different authentic sources and presented them accordingly in the data findings chapter. After the collection of the secondary data, the researcher had made a thorough analysis of the collected data scientifically for standard data analysis outcomes.
The third objective of the study was attained by the researcher by developing the discussion chapter of the study in which the researcher had made discussion on the data analysis outcomes. Based on the data analysis outcomes, the researcher had made further discussions to validate the data analysis outcomes and reach the end of the study. Based on the data analysis and discussion, the researcher had suggested the recommendations regarding child maltreatment to reduce the juvenile offender rate.

[bookmark: Recommendations][bookmark: _Toc71325023]Recommendations
Following recommendations were suggested by the researcher –

The very first way to decrease the juvenile offender rate is to start properly caring for the children in their earlier life. Parents and caregiver need to be more serious about the proper mental health development of the children. Regarding this, information dissemination and skill- development sessions for the parents and caregiver needs to be undertaken so that parents and caregiver would be able to learn the significance of nurturing the children. Under this process, the parents, social workers, community workers, nurses, caregivers need to be brought up.
The children need to be brought under the life skill development and quality education to educate them about the life skills and acquire knowledge and experiences that would help to build up resilience in reducing the risk factors for committing criminal activities. Also, programs need to be adopted and arranged to educate the children about the sexual and physical abuse which would help to reduce the chances of maltreatment to the children through educating them in the earlier stages of life.
Programs regarding the norms and value transfer would need to be adopted by the authority that would help the parents, children and others to learn about the social norms and values and raising the children. Proper caregiving treatment to the children regarding raising them would help to develop positive mental health growth among the children. Also, the support system would help to educate the parents and others who want to know about child-caring to reduce the rate of juvenile crime.
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